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Why study A Level Drama and 
Theatre Studies? 
 
A-level Drama and Theatre Studies is an exciting course with 
a practical focus which challenges students to develop 
knowledge and understanding of theatre performance, 
design, directing, analysis and evaluation, as well as 
transferable skills of empathy, teamwork, problem-solving 
and presentation. 
 
Studying Drama and Theatre Studies is not only for students 
who want to become an actor, director or theatre designer. 
What it will give you is a resilience, practical learning and 
self-evaluation skills. During the course you will have to take 
a lot of responsibility for the decisions and choices you make 
and at all times you will be working collaboratively with 
others. The self-motivation required makes it ideal 
preparation for university life and effective collaborative 
practice is widely sought in the workplace.  
 
This course will help you develop you into a confident, 
creative and analytical person; all skills and experiences that 
will benefit you in life. 
 

What skills will I develop? 
The course demands practical, creative and communication 
skills in almost equal measure. You will extend your ability to 
create drama and theatre, either in a performing or 
production role. You will also be required to write about 
drama and to develop your powers of analysis to become an 
informed critic. The course will involve taking part in drama 
productions, as well as studying plays and playwrights. 
 

What will I study? 
 

COMPONENT 1: WORTH 40% DEVISING 
You will devise an original performance piece in a group 
using a play text and theatre practitioner as stimuli. You will 
be assessed on a written portfolio (2500- 3000 words) that is 
sent to the exam board as well as on your practical 
performance, which is filmed, internally assessed and 
externally moderated.  
COMPONENT 2: WORTH 20%  
Text in Performance You will be required to perform in a 
group performance of one key extract from a play text 
chosen by the teacher, as well as a monologue or duologue 
to an external examiner in the summer term of Year 12. This 
exam is practical and does not involve coursework. 

COMPONENT 3 WORTH 40% THEATRE MAKERS IN PRACTICE 
This is an externally assessed unit and takes the form of a 2 
hour and 30-minute written paper. You will study two plays 
from a choice of fifteen performance texts including Equus, 
Lysistratra, Dr Faustus, Waiting for Godot and Accidental 
Death of an Anarchist.  
 
The written paper is in three sections. In section A you will 
answer a question that requires you to analyse and evaluate 
a live theatre performance you have seen. In section B you 
will answer two questions based on an unseen extract from 
one of the play texts you have studied. In section C you will 
answer one question based on an unseen section from your 
second chosen play text. You will need to demonstrate how 
your re-imagined production concept will communicate to a 
contemporary audience, how a theatre practitioner has 
influenced your concept and show awareness of the original 
performance conditions. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
Component 1 is internally assessed. Weighting = 40% of A 
Level marks.  
Component 2 is a practical exam. Weighting = 20% of A Level 
marks.  
Component 3 is a written exam (2 hours 30 minutes). 
Weighting = 40% of A Level marks.  
 

Where might it lead? 
This A level can lead to further study in Drama, Theatre 
Studies and Performing Arts in Higher Education at degree or 
HND level. It can be used as part of your course to broaden 
your studies and skills and may lead to a career in the 
performing arts industries, media arts, journalism and 
teaching. Drama and Theatre Studies A level complements a 
range of subjects such as English Literature, Art and Design, 
and is useful in building confidence and improving 
presentation skills in a range of careers.  
 

What are the entry requirements? 
Grade 5 in Drama at GCSE.  English Language and English 
Literature GCSE at Grade 5 or above are also advantageous. 
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