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Why take an EPQ? 
The Extended Project Qualification is not something that you 
choose when you apply, it is something that you take up 
later in Year 12 as an additional qualification. It is equivalent 
to half of an A Level and takes about a year to complete. It is 
a particularly exciting and interesting qualification because 
you individually choose your own topic. You then research 
your topic and put together a 5000 word research project, 
or a product and evaluation. The independent study, 
research skills and writing skills involved are highly valued by 
universities and help EPQ students to bridge the gap 
between Sixth Form and University study. 
 

What skills will I develop? 
An Extended Project Qualification encourages students to 
think and perform independently, allowing them to manage 
a longer-scale project from start to finish. 
 
It gets them ready for university or employment, being 
designed to develop skills in decision making, problem 
solving, planning, researching and evaluating. 
 
It will improve your confidence and time management. You 
will also make a presentation of your project, which you 
deliver to an invited audience.  
 

What will I study? 
It is up to you!  You can choose any focus for your EPQ, as 
long as it does not overlap with your other courses and has 
an appropriate level of academic challenge. Here are just a 
few recent examples: 
• Are psychopaths created through nature or nurture? 
• How do the most effective managers treat their staff? 
• How do Virginia Woolf’s female characters and life 

experiences provide us with an insight into how 
feminist she was? 

• What is urban planning’s role in both mitigating and 
adapting to the future effects of climate change? 

• Is the financial gap between the ethnic groups in the 
USA the main reason why black males aspire to play 
basketball? 

• Who was to blame for the Vajont dam disaster? 
• Should Psychology be considered as a science? 
• Is the Catalan independence movement driven more by 

economic or cultural motives? 
• Would stricter gun control reduce mass shootings in 

America? 

• Are there common characteristics between genocides 
that could help us prevent them? 

• Does prison work? 
• Could computers ever become conscious, sentient 

beings? 
• Were the atomic bombs dropped on Japan in 1945 

justifiable? 
 

How will I be assessed? 
There is no examination for EPQ. You will be assessed on the 
basis of 4 pieces of evidence: 

1. Your final product (normally, a 5000 word 
dissertation). 

2. Your research and planning. 
3. Your review and evaluation of your work, which 

are completed at various key points along the way. 
4. A presentation and question & answer session at 

the end of your journey. 
 

 
 

Where might it lead? 
Whatever your future aims, EPQ will add to your profile. It 
will particularly impress universities and potential employers 
if you complete a project that relates to the course you are 
applying to study.  
 

What are the entry requirements? 
Grade 5 in English Language and the ability to be 
independent and take on the extra work. 
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