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Why study A Level English Language 
and Literature? 
 
The study of English Language and Literature explores 
the interaction between meaning and form and the 
relationship between a text and its effects. Whereas 
Literature is concerned with the production and 
reception of a text and writers’ intentions, Language 
and Literature focuses on the linguistic choices made by 
writers. Using a range of linguistic models, students 
investigate these different textual effects in a variety of 
literary and non-literary material. Students are exposed 
to poetry, prose and drama, but also a variety of non-
literary texts that include advertisements, newspaper 
articles and political writing. There is also the 
opportunity to write creatively and imaginatively, 
exploring narrative perspective and applying knowledge 
of linguistic concepts.  
 

What skills will I develop? 
 
Lessons are often taught in a university seminar-style 
approach which fosters lively debates and discussions. 
Students learn how to present ideas, challenge 
opinions and write formally and academically. There is 
a practical nature to the study of language and 
literature, and therefore students learn a scientific 
approach to the study of language: they theorise, 
investigate, evaluate and reflect on their findings. 
 

What will I study? 
 
Paper 1: Telling Stories. Students explore the 
representation of place, the effects of narrative 
perspective and genre in prose and the forms and 
functions of poetic voice. Texts studied include Alice 
Sebold’s ‘The Lovely Bones’; a selection of poetry by 
Carol Ann Duffy; and a variety of literary and non-
literary material about the city of Paris.  
 

Paper 2: Exploring Conflict. Students are asked to 
consider the role of the individual in society and write 
creatively to explore the points of view of different 
characters. They also analyse conflict in drama, 
focusing on the role of talk and how meanings are 
shaped within dialogue. Texts studied include: F. Scott 
Fitzgerald’s ‘The Great Gatsby’ and Shakespeare’s 
tragedy ‘Othello.’  
 
Non-Exam Assessment: Students have free choice to 
investigate the presentation of a theme, or linguistic 
concept, which is connected across a literary and non-
literary text.  
 

How will I be assessed? 
 
Paper 1: open book exam 
Paper 2: open book exam 
Non-Exam Assessment: coursework  
 

Where might it lead? 
 
Students who study English Language and Literature at 
A Level often go on to study English Language and 
Literature, Linguistics, Law, Philosophy and Ethics, 
Journalism, Creative Writing, Media, Advertising and 
Marketing, Public Relations and other Arts/Humanities 
related subjects. It is an excellent choice for students 
wishing to apply to Russell Group universities.  Possible 
career choices linking to this subject include teaching, 
journalism, publishing, advertising, marketing, public 
relations, broadcasting and law.   
 

What are the entry requirements? 
 
Grade 5 in GCSE English Language and GCSE English 
Literature.  
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