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Why study A Level Film Studies? 
There is so much more to Film Studies than simply watching 
films. When watching a film, we might regard it as relaxation 
or escapism. However, the in-depth study of film involves 
coming from a very different starting point. As well as 
gaining an appreciation of film as an art form in terms of its 
visual storytelling, studying film can enhance your 
understanding of the world in terms of varying values, 
attitudes and beliefs.  
Film Studies is an extremely enjoyable and worthwhile 
subject to study, but expect to be constantly challenged and 
excited by the course. Not only will it change the way you 
watch film, but more importantly it will challenge you to 
think in new ways and question or change your perspective 
on a whole host of issues: for example, representation of 
race or gender.  
Studying film allows you to understand important issues and 
developments within history, society and culture, using film 
as a medium with which to gain a greater insight into these 
areas. From Silent Cinema to Contemporary Hollywood, the 
films on our specification have great critical reputations.  

 

What skills will I develop? 
Studying Film enables you to see the world in a different 
light and develop a wide range of transferable skills for 
further education, work and life:  

 Creative Thinking  

 Critical Thinking  

 Emotional Intelligence  

 Film Analysis  

 Communication  

 Research skills  

 Literacy  

 Technical competencies (i.e. film editing)  
 

What will I study? 
When studying A Level Film Studies, your analysis of films 
will be grouped into Component 1: Varieties of Film & 
Filmmaking; and Component 2: Global Filmmaking 
Perspectives.  The films listed below are subject to change, 
but will give you an idea of what you could study... 
 
For Component 1, you will cover: 

 Hollywood 1930-1990 - studying Some Like It Hot and 
One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest 

 American Film Since 2005 – studying Winter’s Bone and 
La La Land 

 British Film Since 1995 – studying This Is England and 
Trainspotting 

For Component 2, you will cover: 

 Global Film – studying Pan’s Labyrinth and Wild Tales 

 Documentary Film – studying Amy 

 Silent Cinema – studying a selection of Buster Keaton 
short films 

 Experimental Film – studying Pulp Fiction 
 
You will study the key elements of film form including 
cinematography, mise en scène, editing, sound and 
performance.  You will also study the contexts of your 
chosen films and what the film can tell us about history and 
society, through the representations they present or 
challenge. For some films, you will cover specialist areas of 
spectatorship, narrative, ideology, the concept of the 
‘auteur’ and critical debates. 
Your studies of short film will also prepare you for 
Component 3: NEA Production (coursework), during which 
you will be guided to create and evaluate your own short 
film/screenplay. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
At A Level, there are 2 exams each worth 35%, and a 30% 
assessment of creative production work.  Each of the two 
papers lasts 2.5 hours. 
The creative production element allows you to showcase the 
film-making or screenwriting skills you have developed 
during the course through either a Short Film (video) or 
Short Film Screenplay (with storyboard), as well as the 
complete of an Evaluative Analysis. 
 

Where might it lead? 
Film is one of the most relevant subjects today. Employment 
in the screen industries has grown by over 20% since 2009 
and career paths for students of film may, of course, include 
practical avenues such as film-making, directing, producing 
and editing. However, a qualification in Film Studies also 
allows you to move into linked careers such as film criticism 
or journalism and supports other analytical study and career 
pathways.  
 

What are the entry requirements? 
The standard requirement is Grade 5 in Film Studies or 
Media Studies at GCSE.  Alternatively, students who have 
taken neither subject at GCSE will be expected to have 
gained a Grade 5 in English.  
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