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Why study Geography A Level? 
If you enjoyed the Geography GCSE, then you will 
really enjoy the greater focus and depth on topics that 
you already like. In addition, geography is a broad-
based academic subject which will open up options for 
you in your future.  
 
Employers and universities see geography as a robust 
academic subject rich in skills, knowledge and 
understanding. As a subject linking the arts and the 
sciences it is highly flexible in terms of what you can 
combine it with at A Level.  
 

What skills will I develop? 
You will learn in a wide variety of ways, using maps, 
GIS skills, data analysis, photos, videos and podcasts, 
as well as fieldwork which is an essential part of your A 
Level course. You will be encouraged to frame your 
own questions using higher level thinking skills and 
show your grasp of complex issues.  
 
You will be going on a residential fieldtrip to North 
Wales, experiencing an area famous for its coastal, 
river and glaciated scenery. During this trip you will 
plan and collect the primary data for your independent 
investigation, this non-examined assignment (NEA) is 
worth 20% of the final grade. 
 

What will I study? 
The A Level geography course will cover both the 
physical and human environments and the complex 
interaction of processes that shape our world.  
 
Component 1: Physical Landscape systems 
Coastal Landscape systems  
You will explore how the landscape can be viewed as a 
system, how landforms developed within the coastal 
landscape. 
Earth's life support systems  
You will explore how important water and carbon are 
to life on earth through their cycling, stores and 
processes.  
 
 
 

Component 2: Human Interactions 
Changing spaces; making places.  
You will explore the relationships and connections 
between people, the economy, and society and how 
these contribute to creating places. 
Global connections.  
You will explore the processes and flows that occur at 
a global level. The topics chosen for you are global 
migration and power and borders. 
 
Component 3: Geographical Debates 
Your topics in this section are Climate Change and 
Disease Dilemmas. With these topics there is plenty of 
room for discussion and extended research, which will 
help you become an independent thinker and learner.  
 
By the time you get to your exams, you will be able to 
show your understanding of a range of opinions and be 
able to illustrate your answers with case studies from 
local, national and international examples. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
Components 1 and 2 are assessed through exams 
worth 22% each; component 3 is another exam worth 
36%. Finally, the NEA is worth 20%.  

 
Where might it lead? 
If you choose to take geography on to university, there 
are literally hundreds of courses to choose from and 
the range of career areas accessed by graduates of 
geography will probably surprise you. The A-level is 
one of the most flexible and respected subjects, this 
means that it will assist you in being accepted for the 
widest range of courses.  
 
What are the entry requirements? 
You will need to achieve at least Grade 5 in GCSE 
English Language, Maths and Geography. 
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