


A-Level History Curriculum Map - 1H Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855–1964 -Part one: Autocracy, Reform and Revolution: Russia, 1855–1917

The Exam 

The examination paper for this component is designed to test students’ ability in relation to AO1 
and AO3. There are two sections to the paper. There will be a compulsory question in Section A 
testing students’ ability to analyse and evaluate the views of historians (AO3). Three extracts will 

be provided, containing historical interpretations linked to a broad issue or development. Students 
will be required to identify the arguments and evaluate them. In doing so, they must apply 

knowledge and understanding of the historical context to these arguments and interpretations; 
deployment of knowledge that does not relate to the extracts will receive no credit. This question 

carries 30 marks.

Section B will contain three essay questions of which students are required to answer two. Each 
essay tests AO1 and assesses historical understanding of developments and issues within a broad 

and coherent chronology, covering a minimum of 20 years. The focus of these questions will be, as 
appropriate, on understanding causation, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance 
over time. Thus, questions with a narrow focus, such as those focused on specific events, will not be 
set. Each question in this section carries 25 marks. It is advised that students should spend one hour 

on the compulsory question and 45 minutes on each of the essay questions.

Key Themes 

How was Russia governed and 
how did political authority 

change and develop? 

Why did opposition develop 
and how effective was it? 

How and with what results 
did the economy develop and 

change? 

What was the extent of social 
and cultural change? 

How important were ideas 
and ideology? 

How important was the role 
of individuals and groups and 

how were they affected by 
developments?

Trying to preserve autocracy, 1855–1894 
How was 

Russia effected 

by the Crimean 

war?

What was the 

state of Russia 

in 1855?

What did the 

emancipation 

edict look like?

How effective 

was the 

emancipation 

of the Serfs?

How effective 

were 

Alexander’s 

other reforms?

How far did 
Alexander II 

begin to 
modernise

Russia?

Why did 

opposition

develop under 

Alexander II?

Revision How do 

historians view 

Alexander II?

Assessment

Essay Question

Who was 

Alexander III?

How far did 

Alexander III 

change Russia?

How

successful was 

Russification?

How were the 

Jews 

persecuted 

under 

Alexander III?

How far did 

Alexander III 

begin to 

modernise 

Russia?

How far did 

society change 

under 

Alexander III?

What does 

Russian 

literature arts 

reveal about 

the period?

Revision How do 

historians view 

Alexander III?

Assessment

Essay Question

The collapse of autocracy, 1894–1917
Who was 

Nicholas II?

How far had 

the economy 

modernised by 

1914?

How far had 

society 

changed by 

1914?

How did the 

ideas of Karl 

Marx influence 

the period?

Why did 

opposition 

develop under 

Nicholas II ?

Why is 1905 

called a 

revolution?

How 

democratic 

was the Duma?

Revision How stable 

was Russia on 

the eve of war?

Assessment

Essay Question

How far did

Rasputin 

damage the 

tsar?

How did the 

War effect 

Russia?

Why did the 

Tsar abdicate 

in  February 

1917?

How far did 

the Provisional 

government 

change Russia?

Why was the 

April Theses so 

important?

How far did 

the Bolsheviks 

increase their 

support 

through 1917?

How did the 

Bolsheviks take 

power in

October 1917?

Revision How do 

historians view 

October?

Assessment

Source  

Question

Intention
Our aim with the Paper 1 Breadth Study is to provide students with in-depth knowledge Russia in the period 1855-1964.. At the same time we aim to 
develop students’ historical skills, with a particular focus on crafting written arguments to meet the demands of essay questions such as ‘“While 
Alexander II was the ‘great reformer’, Alexander III was the ‘great reactionary’. ” Assess the validity of this view.  Furthermore, we aim to support 
students analytical comprehension of interpretations as is demanded by the source question. Our ultimate goal is for students to make the 
challenging transition from GCSE to A-level whilst providing them with a range of skills that will benefit them in future employment or further study. 

Implementation
The course is arranged chronologically with students studying the first two elements of the SPEC in the first year and the second two elements in the 
second year. AQA was chosen as the the exam board that offers relatively simple co-teachability with the AS, if necessary. A series of enquiry 
questions introduce elements form the SPEC. At key points, students are assessed using actual exam style questions. Each element of the SPEC is also 
assessed throughout, with students completing  regular knowledge tests. At the start of each lesson students complete a Do Now task , such as ‘Russia 
and the letter’ in order to encourage knowledge retention. Furthermore, starters to lessons act as stimulus material and implicitly develop students 
work with contemporary sources and interpretations. The department has invested in a range of academic texts, such as Orlando Figes ‘The People’s 
Tragedy’” The department also has access to A-Level magazine articles encouraging  students’ wider-reading, and preparing students for work with 
interpretations as demanded by the exam criteria.



A-Level History Curriculum Map - 1H Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855–1964 -Part two: the Soviet Union, 1917–1964

Key Themes 

How was Russia governed and 
how did political authority 

change and develop? 

Why did opposition develop 
and how effective was it? 

How and with what results 
did the economy develop and 

change? 

What was the extent of social 
and cultural change? 

How important were ideas 
and ideology? 

How important was the role 
of individuals and groups and 

how were they affected by 
developments?

The emergence of Communist dictatorship, 1917–1941
How 

successful was 

War 

Communism ?

How

successful was 

the NEP?

How did Lenin

centralise the 

state?

How far did 

Society and 

Culture change 

in the 1920’s?

What

happened 

when Lenin 

died?

Why did Stalin 
win the Power 

Struggle?

Was Lenin that 

important?

Revision How and why 

do historians 

interpret the 

Power struggle 

differently?

Assessment

Source 

Question

What was 

Collectivisation 

and why was it 

introduced?

How successful 

was 

Collectivisation?

What were the 

Five Year Plans 

and why were 

they 

introduced?

How

successful were 

the Five Year 

Plans?

Why did Stalin 

resort to terror 

in the 1930’s?

Who killed 

Kirov?

What 

happened at 

the Show 

Trials?

How far did 

society and 

culture change 

17-41?

How and why 
do historians 

interpret Lenin 
and Stalin 

differently?

Assessment

Essay Question

The Stalinist Dictatorship and Reaction, 1941-1964
Why did the 

USSR go to war 

in 1941? 

What were the 

social,

economic and 

political effects 

of the war?

Why was the 

USSR victorious 

in WW2?

What were the 

features of 

post-WW2 

High Stalinism?

How far did the 

Stalinist 

economy 

change after 

WW2?

How far did

Stalinist 

political 

authority 

change after 

WW2?

What 

happened 

when Stalin 

died?

Revision How and why 

do historians 

interpret 

Stalin’s reign 

differently?

Assessment

Source 

Question

How did 

Khrushchev 

assume power 

in the wake of 

Stalin’s death?

How far did 

Khrushchev 

de-Stalinize the 

USSR?

How far did 

political 

authority  

change under

Khrushchev?

How far did the 

economy  

change under

Khrushchev?

How far did 

society and 

culture change 

53-64?

Did Khrushchev 

effectively deal 

with 

opposition>

Why was 

Khrushchev 

deposed?

Revision How and why 

do historians 

interpret 

Khrushchev's 

reign 

differently?

Assessment

Essay Question

Assessment Objectives Impact
Students will communicate their understanding of Russia in the period 1855-1964 confidently and demonstrate a 
confidence in the skills that permeate the study of History, particularly the skill of constructing written arguments and 
comprehension of interpretations. Students will also understand the complexity of change and continuity over a broad 
period of time and link this to the broader themes outlined in the SPEC. Students will ask broader questions linked to 
British values such as the role of democracy in the modern world. Through feedback, students will also be acutely aware of 
how they need to improve and this will allow them to close the gap more quickly. The knowledge rich curriculum, focus on 
written argument and exploration of change and continuity should hold students in excellent stead for undergraduate 
study and future employment.

A0 Description Weight %
A01 

Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and 
understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to 
the periods studied, making substantiated judgements and exploring 
concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, continuity, 
similarity, difference and significance.

25

A03
Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context, different 
ways in which aspects of the past have been interpreted.

15



A-Level History Curriculum Map – NEA – Ireland 1798-1916

What are the 
demands of 
the NEA? 

What was the 
relationship 

between 
Britain and 

Ireland before 
the 19th

Century

Why did the 
Irish rebel in 

1798?

Why was the 
Act of Union 
so significant 

in Irish history?

Was 1803 an
act of ‘Blood 

Sacrifice’?

Why was
Catholic 

emancipation 
achieved in 

1929?

Why did 
O’Connell’s 
attempts to 
disband the 
union fail?

How did the 
Famine 

impact the 
people of 
Ireland?

Is Tim Pat 
Coogan right 

about the Irish 
Famine?

Why did the 
Young 

Irelanders 
rebel in 1848?

Who were 
the Fenians
and why did 
rebel in 1867?

How 
important 
were the 

‘Three F’s’ to 
the people of 

Ireland?

How popular 
was  the idea 
Home Rule ?

Who were 
Irish Citizen 
Army and 
why were 

they 
important?

Why did the 
Irish rebel in 

1916? 

Was the rising 
doomed from 

the start?

Were the 
causes of 

opposition to 
British rule 
consistent 

throughout 
the period?

How and why 
do historians 
of Irish history 
interpret the 

past 
differently?

Assessment Objectives
Intention
The AQA History NEA is a 4’500 word essay that reads  “In the context of the period 1798-1916, dissent and opposition against British authority in Ireland 
was motivated by economic forces.” How far do you agree?
Our aim with the taught element of the NEA is to provide students with a broad knowledge of Ireland in the period 1798-1916 whilst also giving them 
opportunities to develop their understanding and use of contemporary sources when formulating judgments and presenting students with opportunities 
to critique the historiography of the period.. 
Implementation
The course begins with a review of the assessment criteria, as well as the exemplar material  and annual reports provided by the Exam Board. The course 
is then arranged chronologically, exploring key events and themes in the period 1798-1916. Each lesson provides students with an opportunity to review a 
primary source and at least every other lesson, students will review an academic text. On completion of the taught element of the course, students will use 
the time to refine their essays. 
Impact 
Students will communicate their understanding of Ireland in the period 1798-196 confidently and demonstrate a confidence in the skills that permeate the 
study of History, particularly the skill of constructing written arguments and comprehension and critiquing of interpretations. Students will develop a 
nuanced approach to utilising primary sources to enhance the judgments that they make. Ultimately the NEA will ideally prepare students for 
undergraduate essay writing, particularly with some of the formalities such as use of footnotes and appendices. 

A0 Description Weight %
A01 Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and 

understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to 
the periods studied, making substantiated judgements and exploring 
concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, continuity, 
similarity, difference and significance.

10

A02 Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or 
contemporary to the period, within its historical context

5

A03 Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context, different 
ways in which aspects of the past have been interpreted.

5



A-Level History Curriculum Map - 2S: The Making of Modern Britain, 1951-2007-Part One: Building a new Britain, 1951-79

The Exam 
The examination paper for this component is designed to test students’ ability in relation to AO1

and AO2. There are two sections to the examination paper.
In Section A there will be a compulsory question testing students’ ability to analyse and evaluate
the value of primary sources to an historian studying a particular issue or development (AO2).
Three sources will be set for evaluation. In their assessments, students are expected to evaluate
the sources, considering, for example, provenance, style and emphasis and the content of the
sources. Students must deploy knowledge and understanding of the historical context when

making their assessments and, in doing so, must avoid generalised comment about the value of
sources without reference to context. 

Deployment of knowledge that does not relate to the sources will receive no credit.
This question carries 30 marks.

Section B will contain three essay questions of which students are required to answer two. Each
essay tests AO1 and is designed to test historical understanding in depth, by a focus on events,

issues and developments and the interrelationships of various perspectives as they apply to the
question. Each question in this section carries 25 marks.

It is advised that students should spend one hour on the compulsory question and 45 minutes on
each of the essay questions.

The questions in Section B, in order to test AO1 in its entirety, will have a range of foci both in any
one paper and over time. Thus, in addition to targeting the generic qualities of organisation,
analysis, evaluation and judgement, questions will also test the range of foci in the AO: cause,

consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance. Consistent with the nature
of historical analysis, a single question may require students to demonstrate understanding of

more than one of these perspectives.

Introduction Commentary

This option provides for the 
study in depth of the key 

political, economic, social and 
international changes which 

helped to mould Britain in the 
second half of the 20th century. 

It explores concepts such as 
government and opposition, 

class, social division and cultural 
change. It encourages students 
to reflect on Britain’s changing 

place in the world as well as the 
interrelationship between 
political policies, economic 
developments and political 

survival. 

The affluent society: Britain, 1951-64
Why did Labour win the 

1945 election?

Why did the 

Conservatives win the 

1945 election?

How did the 

Conservatives ‘revive’ in

the period 1945-51?

Why did the 

Conservatives win the 

1951 election?

How successful were 

Churchill and Eden in 

governing Britain?

What policies were 
introduced under Harold 

Macmillan and how 
successful was he as 

Prime Minister?

How did the
Conservatives maintain 
their dominance in the 

years 1951-59?

Why did Labour win the 

1945 election?

Why did the 

Conservatives win the 

1945 election?

How did the 

Conservatives ‘revive’ in

the period 1945-51?

How successful were 

Conservative economic 

developments 1957-64?

Revision Assessment

Essay Question

What were the key 

foreign affair 

developments 1951-64?

What impact did foreign 

relations have on Britain 

1951-64?

Assessment

Essay Question

The Sixties, 1964–1970
Why did Labour win 

the 1964 election and 

how did Wilson 

establish his 

ideology?

What were the key 

policies under Wilson 

and the problems he 

faced in 1964?

What were the 

economic problems

Wilson faced and how 

did he attempt to 

solve them?

To what extent were 

the trade unions a 

problem for Wilson?

To what extent were 

labour divisions a 

problem for Wilson?

Why did Labour lose 

the 1970 election?

What liberal reforms 

were introduced and 

how did they impact 

on Britain?

What were the key 

foreign affair 

developments 1964-

70?

Assessment

Essay Question

The end of Post-War Consensus, 1970–1979
What were the strengths 

and weaknesses of 

Edward Heath's 

government 1970-75?

To what extent were the 

political, economic and 

industrial problems in 

1974 worse for Wilson 

compared to 1964?

How successful was the 

premiership of James 

Callaghan 1976-79?

Assessment Presentation Assessment

Essay Question

What was the most 

significant social 

development in the 

1970s?

What were the key foreign 

affair developments under 

Heath ? Was there was a 

change in government 

objectives since 1951?

What were the 

advantages and 

disadvantages of 

Britain’s entry to the 

EEC?

Implementation
The course is arranged chronologically with students studying the first three elements of the SPEC in the first year and the second 
three elements in the second year. AQA was chosen as the exam board that offers relatively simple co-teachability with the AS, if 
necessary. A series of enquiry questions introduce elements form the SPEC. At key points, students are assessed using actual exam 
style questions. Each element of the SPEC is also assessed throughout, with students completing  regular knowledge tests. At the start 
of each lesson students complete a Do Now task , such as ‘Britain and the letter’ in order to encourage knowledge retention. 
Furthermore, starters to lessons act as stimulus material and implicitly develop students work with contemporary sources and 
interpretations. The department has invested in a range of academic texts, such as Andrew Marr’s  ‘The Making of Modern Britain’” 
The department also has access to A-Level magazine articles encouraging  students’ wider-reading. 

Intention
Our aim with the Paper 2 depth Study is to provide students with in-depth knowledge of Britain in the period 1951-2007. At the 
same time we aim to develop students’ historical skills, with a particular focus on crafting written arguments to meet the demands 
of essay questions such as ‘““It was the miners’ who defeated Heath in 1974.” Assess the validity of this view.  Furthermore, we aim to 
support students analytical comprehension of contemporary sources as is demanded by the source question. Our ultimate goal is for 
students to make the challenging transition from GCSE to A-level whilst providing them with a range of skills that will benefit them 
in future employment or further study. 



A-Level History Curriculum Map - 2S: The Making of Modern Britain, 1951-2007-Part Two: Modern Britain, 1979-07

Impact

Students will communicate their understanding of Britain in the period 1951-2007 confidently and 
demonstrate a confidence in the skills that permeate the study of History, particularly the skill of 
constructing written arguments and comprehension of the worth of contemporary sources. 
Students will also understand the complexity of change and continuity over a broad period of time 
and link this to the broader themes outlined in the SPEC. Students will ask broader questions 
linked to British values such as the role of democracy in the modern world. Through feedback, 
students will also be acutely aware of how they need to improve and this will allow them to close 
the gap more quickly. The knowledge rich curriculum, focus on written argument and exploration 
of change and continuity should hold students in excellent stead for undergraduate study and 
future employment.

Assessment Objectives
A0 Description Weight %
A01 

Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse and evaluate the key 
features related to the periods studied, making substantiated judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, 
of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance.

25

A02
Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or contemporary to the period, within its 
historical context

15

The impact of Thatcherism, 1979–1987 

What was 

Thatcherism?

To what extent were 

Thatcher’s ministers 

supportive of her 

policies?

What were the key 

events in Thatcher’s 

second stage of 

government 1983-90?

Why was the 

formation of the SDP 

a problem for Labour? 

What were the main 

reasons the 

Conservatives won in 

the elections of 1983 

and 87?

Why was Northern 
Ireland a problem and 

how did Thatcher 
attempt to solve this?

How did the 

Conservatives 

manage the 

economy?

To what extent did 

Thatcher solve the 

problems of inflation, 

unemployment and 

economic 

realignment?

To what extent was 

there social unrest 

under Thatcher?

Why were there 

industrial disputes 

under Thatcher and 

what impact did they 

have on society?

Assessment

Source question

What were the key 

foreign affair 

developments 

1979-87?

Why did Thatcher fall 

from power in 1990?

What are the legacies 
of Thatcherism?

Revision Assessment

Source question

Towards a new Consensus, 1987–1997

What were the 

strengths of the 

Conservative 

campaign in 1992 ?

What was the impact 

of Black Wednesday?

How different was 

Major from Thatcher?

How successful was 
the development of 
Labour Party under 
Kinnock, Smith and 

Blair?

To what extent was 

society liberal in the 

period 1987-1997?

What were the key 
foreign affair 

developments 1987-
1997 and how 

significant were these 
events on Britain, USA 

and the world?

Revision Assessment

Essay question

The Era of New Labour, 1997–2007
Who were the key 

figures of the 

realignment of New 

Labour and how did 

Labour change?

What constitutional

change occurred 

under New Labour?

What were the key

political and 

economic 

developments under 

Labour 1997-2007?

Who were the key 

individuals who led 

the Conservative 

Party 1997-2007?

Why did the 

Conservatives lost the 

2001 and 2005 

elections?

What were the key 

social developments 

that took place 

between 1997-2007?

To what extent were 

relations positive with 

Britain and the USA, 

Europe and the rest of 

the world?

Assessment

source question


