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Why study A Level History? 
Through studying History, we will help you develop a life-long 
love of History, by unveiling a remarkable period in your own 
recent history, as well as exploring the history of the largest 
nation on earth (Russia) or of a modern day global 
superpower (the USA). Ultimately you will develop both 
academically and personally on a journey that will provide 
you with the insight and skills for a fantastic future, making 
the past the key to your success. 
 

What skills will I develop? 
You will become proficient in using primary source material 
and develop your analytical writing skills by constructing 
sophisticated arguments. Furthermore, you will develop your 
understanding of historiography and learn to critique the 
views of historians. The NEA element of the course will 
prepare you for undergraduate study, providing you with the 
opportunity to craft an extended essay of 4000 words. 
 

What will I study? 
2 S - Modern Britain 1951-2007 (at both campuses) 
The course begins with the Conservative dominance of the 
1950s under Churchill, Eden and Macmillan, before exploring 
the Labour recovery in the ‘swinging’ 60s - a period of 
dramatic social change. Year One culminates with the end of 
the Post War Consensus in the 1970s, with a focus on the 
increasing tension in Northern Ireland.  
In Year Two, you will investigate how Margaret Thatcher 
became the UK’s first female Prime Minister and its longest 
serving of the modern era. The narrative continues with Tony 
Blair’s seismic victory in 1997, concluding with a review of his 
premiership. 
You will explore concepts such as government and 
opposition, class, social division and cultural change. The 
course will encourage you to reflect on Britain’s changing 
place in the world. 
 

1 H - Russia 1855-1964 (at Brentwood County High) 
The study of Russia takes you from Tsarist Autocracy to 
Communist Dictatorship. We begin with the fallout from the 
Crimean War, moving to Alexander’s Emancipation of Russia’s 
Serfs. Although Alexander’s son reasserted the foundations of 
autocracy, his grandson Nicholas II presided over its downfall 
in 1917. Year One culminates with the October Revolution 
under Lenin and the Bolsheviks, one of the most important 
events of the 20th Century. 
In Year Two you will explore how the Bolsheviks consolidated 
their rule under Lenin and why the unlikely Joseph Stalin 
became heir to the Communist throne and unleashed untold 
terror and hardships on the Russian people. The course ends 
with Khrushchev’s attempts to banish the ills of Stalinism and 

balance the need for control with the freedoms that the 
Russian people began to demand. 
1 K – The making of a superpower: USA, 1865-1975 (at St 
Clere’s) 
The study of the United States of America will take you from 
Civil War to Civil Rights. The course begins with the era of 
reconstruction and the gilded age following the conclusion of 
the civil war. This leads on to a period of populism, 
progressivism and imperialism as the USA begins to assert 
itself globally. The first part of the course culminates with the 
US involvement in the First World War and the subsequent 
renewal of the US policy of isolationism.  
The second year begins with the social and cultural 
developments of the Jazz Age and the failings of prohibition. 
You will also explore the period of economic boom and bust 
in the 1920s followed by the New Deal reforms and recovery 
throughout the 1930s.The final section focuses on America 
after the Second World War as it emerges as a superpower. 
You will study the presidencies from Truman through to 
Nixon by examining key policy issues such as McCarthyism, 
the civil rights movement and the Vietnam War. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
o Component 1 – USA or Russia 

o 2 hours 30 minutes written exam (40% of A Level) 
o Component 2 – Modern Britain, 1951-2007 

o 2 hours 30 minutes written exam (40% of A Level) 
o Component 3 – Historical investigation 

o 3,500-4,500 essay [non-exam assessment]           (20% 
of A Level) 

 

Where might it lead? 
Many students go on to study History at undergraduate level, 
but the study of History also provides the foundations of 
undergraduate study in a host of other subjects such as 
Economics, English, Law, Politics, to name but a few.  The 
broad range of skills developed through studying History 
means that it is a valued qualification for all employers. Thus, 
it presents a multitude of diverse career opportunities, 
including Accountant, Archivist, Journalist, Librarian, 
Marketing Executive, Solicitor, Teacher.  
 

What are the entry requirements? 
The standard requirement is Grade 5 in History at GCSE.  
Whilst most students will have studied History at GCSE, we 
will also accept students with an interest in History and who 
have gained a Grade 5 in English.  
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