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A shared mission to improve education

Welcome to prospective Sixth Form students.

It is my pleasure to introduce The Osborne Sixth Form partnership. This 
is an exciting opportunity for you to continue your Sixth Form 
education at Brentwood County High School and St Clere’s Secondary 
School. It is made possible by the strong partnership formed between 
these two secondary schools within our Trust.

The Osborne Sixth Form makes the most of the high quality 
educational facilities offered by these two excellent secondary schools. 
Our aim is to enable you to fulfil your aspirations within a co-operative 
learning environment.

We will offer you a caring and engaging learning experience that will 
nurture your skills and enable you to flourish as a learner and as an 
individual.

I thank you for your interest in The Osborne Sixth Form Partnership.

Paul Griffiths CEO
Osborne Co-operative Academy Trust
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Welcome

The Osborne vision of all through education providing young people with excellent opportunities to pursue 
degree pathways and careers of their choice in a wide range of areas, is at the heart of this new sixth form. Our 
co-operative values underpin our Key Stage 5 leadership, as they do in other Key Stages. 

Brand new facilities at St Clere's Campus further enhance the current high quality provision at Brentwood 
County High School, now to be called the Osborne Sixth Form. 

Facilities at St Clere's School include a purpose built Sixth Form common room area with study and seminar 
spaces as well as a social / community area. There is also a specific Sixth Form teaching block with its own 
entrance which is separate from the rest of the school.

Our partnership with the BCHS provision provides high quality expertise and enables 
personalised pathways with a particularly wide range of A Level and BTEC courses. 
This ensures there is an offer suitable for all career aspirations. 

Mrs Ashlie Hughes

Miss Margaret 
Ryan

For many years now, we have provided excellent Sixth Form provision
at Brentwood County High School and many hundreds of students have 
moved on to prestigious universities and career pathways, after being accepted onto 
their 1st choice courses and destinations.

The Sixth Form at Brentwood County High has consistently been rated amongst the 
best in Essex, both in terms of the progress and outcomes achieved by our students 
and the mature, rounded young people who transition from it onto the next steps in 
their individual journeys. 

Our Sixth Form staff have many successful years in their profession and a track 
record of strong success. We are an inclusive Sixth Form, offering a wide range of 
courses from A Levels to BTECs; from traditional subjects such as Maths, English and 
Sciences to more recent additions such as Criminology, Accounting and Computer 
Science.  We are proud to be able to offer a personalised curriculum that enables all 
of our students to succeed. 

Our intake is comprised of students who choose to stay on at BCHS alongside students from a many other 
secondary schools. We also offer places to external students from a wide range of other schools, including in 
Thurrock. Students are all thriving and happy and integrate incredibly well. 

The opening of an Osborne Sixth Form Campus at St Clere's School in September 2021 was an exciting moment 
for us as partner schools. We welcome Thurrock based students to our Brentwood campus but we are 
delighted that a sixth form campus within the St Clere's School site provides further, local provision to the 
Thurrock area and enhances the opportunities we can provide in the Brentwood area. We hope that you will 
join us. 
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The Osborne Sixth Form has two campuses serving both the 
communities of Brentwood and Thurrock.

Campuses   

St Clare's School is in 
Stanford-le-Hope

Brentwood County High 

School is situated 

on Shenfield Common
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Sixth Form

The Sixth Form Team

Sixth Form study offers great opportunities to focus on the things that truly excite and 
enthuse you as you move towards your future career. When you choose your options for 
Year 12, you are able to make a real statement about who you are and who you want to be.

Whether you are seeking courses that will provide the path to higher education at 
university or qualifications and skills to start in the career of your choice, our inclusive, 
personalised approach will enable you to be clear about the pathway for you and a clear 
strategy to achieve your goals.

On both campuses, expert guidance from The Head of Sixth Form and other members of 
the Sixth Form Team will help you locate and make the most of the opportunities available 
to you. This starts with the application process, where all students are interviewed to make 
sure that they are choosing the best courses to suit their interests and their aspirations. 
Regular mentoring and monitoring help students to develop and progress both 
academically and as rounded young adults ready to take the next steps in their journey.

Form tutors, subject teachers and careers advisers also provide invaluable guidance and 
support, all tailored to the needs of the individual. 

Exciting opportunities

for young  people

O S B   R N E

Sixth Form



Transition

Choosing your future
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The transition from Key Stage 4 to Sixth 
Form is an exciting time in shaping your 
future.

As you make the decisions that will help to 
determine your next steps, we offer 
extensive guidance and support. Staff, 
careers advisers, our website and current 
Sixth Form students will all help to provide 
the information you need.

After you complete your GCSE exams, our 
Induction Days and bridging materials help 
to prepare you for each of your subjects and 
for the general transition into sixth form life. 



Pastoral Care

On each campus there is also a Head of Sixth Form and a Sixth Form Support Officer, 
who are available every day to provide support and pastoral care. Both are vastly 
experienced in helping students to negotiate the many challenges and opportunities 
that arise as students progress through Sixth Form and prepare for the next steps in 
their lives. 

All of our Sixth Form students have a dedicated form tutor who supports their academic 
progress and wellbeing.  Students have daily tutor time and a pastoral curriculum runs to 
support them. Our enrichment programme aims to support the whole person with a clear 
focus on wellbeing and personal development through a number of timetabled initiatives 

that run throughout the year.

The Osborne Sixth Form promotes 
wellbeing and widens horizons by 
providing students with regular 
opportunities to take part in sport or in 
a society of their choice. These range 
from gaming to planning charity events; 
from creative writing to badminton. 
They provide an important break from 
academic study that students value. 
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Student Comments

‘The transition from Year 11 to Year 12 has 

been difficult as the subjects are all new to 

me, but the teachers have really helped me 

to close the gap between GCSE and A-Level.

During the summer we were given research 

and tasks to complete as part of transition 

for the courses, I found that this really 

helped because I had the opportunity to 

decide if I enjoyed the content of the course, 

we were also able to change our options if 

we did not find them interesting’.

Student 

comments…

‘Applying to sixth form was a quick, easy 

and simple process. I’ve really enjoyed my 

experience so far and the transition has 

been really effective’. 

‘As an internal student I felt my 

transition to sixth form went really well, 

it was straightforward and informative. 

The summer work that I received 

helped me to know I had chosen the 

correct subjects. All the staff are very 

supportive, including Mrs Coultish who 

has really supported me this half term’.

‘I found the transition from Year 11 to 

Year 12 really straightforward due to lots 

of communication from the school and 

the help of transition work. I’m really 

enjoying Year 12 as I feel supported in all 

my subjects’.

‘As an external student, I found the 
application form very easy to use as it 
was in an understandable format. I 
found settling in easy because it was a 
friendly environment. The transition 
was well done and easy’.
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Destinations

When students leave the 
Osborne Sixth Form they go 
on to a range of destinations. 

Time is spent throughout 
their two years in supporting 
them to plan for the future 
with a wide range of skills 
enabling them to make that 
next step. 

This shows the vast array of courses 
and establishments 

our students went on to in 
September 2020.

The next step...
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Life Beyond

Life after The Osborne Sixth Form

It can seem as though you have only just started Sixth Form, when you find yourself thinking 
about and planning for what will come afterwards. We provide a myriad of talks, events and 
workshops alongside extensive individual guidance and mentoring to ensure that you do not 
leave with just a set of qualifications. 

For most of our students, the process of applying to university through UCAS is the highest 
priority. We provide sessions on choosing courses and universities, writing your personal 
statement, student finance and many other aspects of the process. 

For students applying for apprenticeships and jobs, we provide support in compiling a CV, 
writing an application letter, interview techniques and how to approach the assessments that 
applicants are often put through. 

Whether you are considering university or employment, there is always destinations and 
careers guidance available. 

Life after Sixth Form involves much more than a university course, job or apprenticeship, 
though!  So, we also make sure that you know about:

•Travelling and gap years
•Political literacy – government, voting, etc.
•Financial literacy – taxes, pensions, living on a budget
•Fitness and nutrition
•Healthy, simple cooking
•Personal safety
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“It’s an honour to represent our student body to create the school we want, not 

the school teachers think we want.” 

Member of Head Student Team

“Being a subject ambassador means I have been recognised as an expert in my 

subject and have the opportunity to inspire students in lower school.” 

Subject Ambassador for Maths

“I am proud to be recognised for helping to support staff and students in the 

school I love.” 

Senior Prefect

“I get the chance to promote my subject to younger students, guiding them on the 

curriculum pathway they might choose.” 

Subject Ambassador for Film Studies

“I have developed my public speaking and presentation skills while 

carrying out my role.” 

Member of Head Student Team

Student Leadership

Being a part of The Osborne Sixth Form opens up many opportunities for our 
students to develop leadership skills as subject ambassadors, house captains, 

senior prefects and the prestigious roles in the Head Student Team.
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Facilities

There are Sixth Form study areas equipped with PCs and full internet access.  In these 
spaces, students can study individually in a quiet atmosphere when they are not in lessons. 
Alternatively, some study areas have been set up to encourage students to share ideas and 

work collaboratively during their independent study time.  

Both campuses feature specialised areas for 
Sixth Form students to use outside lesson time, as 

well as dedicated Sixth Form classrooms. 

There are also common room areas where students can relax at 
break and lunch. Students also have access to refreshments and 

to kitchen facilities so that they can indulge in their favourite 
snacks and drinks. 
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Extra-curricular

Extra-curricular activities

To complement academic studies, the Sixth Form team will support students with a 
plethora of enrichment opportunities, including scheduled talks from guest 
speakers, Sport and Society sessions and extra-curricular trips and visits. Form 
tutors will be on hand to guide you through the varying and challenging options that 
will arise from our extensive curriculum and enrichment programme.

Sports and Societies provide a range of enrichment activities focused on the 
development of the whole person. They enable students to develop collaborative 
skills, communication skills and leadership skills. Some of the activities are run by 
staff, others by students. A few examples are below, but if students want to set up 
something new, all they need to do is ask!

Basketball

Badminton

Table tennis

Fitness suite

Debating society 

Chess club

Game design

Film club

Politics society

Young enterprise

Zumba

… and many more!
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Enrichment

Throughout Sixth Form, there is an extensive enrichment programme to provide breadth, 
depth, social awareness and to help to develop a wide range of insight and skills.

Enrichment

There are regular talks from guest speakers, trips and visits – both general and subject-focused. 
Debates – often hotly contested - encourage students to get involved in arguing their own views 
and also considering others on relevant, current issues. 

The West Ham Academy provides training and competitive matches as well as support and 
mentoring towards careers in areas such as coaching. Further afield, there is the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award and we have taken part in World Challenge trips to Ecuador, Borneo and 
Kenya.

Whatever your interests, there will be memorable experiences to enhance and extend classroom 
learning. 
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Applying to join us

Application process

Research
Study information
Read resources 
Watch virtual tours 
Visit:
www.st-cleres.thurrock.sch.uk
www.bchs.essex.sch.uk

Think 
Which subjects would you like to study?
What do you enjoy?
What motivates you?
What would you like to do in the future?

Talk
Talk to your teachers
Talk to the subject course teachers
Talk to older students
Ask questions

Apply
Decide on campus
Complete application form

(You can still apply even if you are unsure about 
the subjects you want to study – your subjects 
will be finalised later).

All applicants, both internal and external, will 
be invited to meet the Head of Sixth Form or 
another senior member of staff at one of our 
campuses to discuss their application. 

The meeting is part interview, part guidance. 
The emphasis is very much on helping students  
to make the right decisions for their future. The 
meeting is a good chance to ask lots of 
questions and find out more about the campus.

Students who do not currently attend either St 
Clere’s or Brentwood County High, will need to 
submit a copy of their latest report and the 
email address  of their current Head of Year, for 
referencing purposes, before the interview. 

If students meet our general admissions criteria 
and their application, latest report and 
reference are suitable, we hope to be able to 
offer a place soon after the meeting. This offer 
will, of course, be subject to you achieving the 
grades that are needed.

Further details are available on the Sixth Form 
pages of our websites. 
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Routes and 
relevant 
admission 
criteria

Admission routes

Route Criteria

Route 1 - 4 A Levels, or 3 A Levels with 
EPQ or Core Maths. Preparation for 
Oxbridge, Russell Group universities 
and Medical.

• Minimum of 6 grade 5s with at least 
4 subjects at grade 6 at GCSE.

• Appropriate subject criteria met for 
chosen subjects.

Route 2 - 3 A Levels • Minimum of 5 grade 5s at GCSE.
• Appropriate subject criteria met for

chosen subjects.

Route 3 – A Level/ BTEC mix • At least 5 grade 4s at GCSE.
• Appropriate subject criteria met for

chosen subjects.

Route 4 - 3 BTEC courses. Possible re-sit 
in English Language or Maths if 
applicable

• At least 4 grade 4s at GCSE.
• Appropriate subject criteria met for 

chosen subjects.

Sixth Form routes and admission criteria
The vast majority of students transferring into Year 12 study a programme of three GCE A Level or BTEC options,
plus for some the option of Extended Project Qualification or Core Maths. Some students take four A Levels. A brief
summary of the available routes is below; full details of our general and subject specific admissions criteria are
available on the website under Sixth Form Admissions.

As well as the overall criteria for each route, those for individual subjects will also need to be met. The admission
criteria also take into account a student’s attendance percentage and attitude to learning score.
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A levels

Accounting
Art and Design
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
Computer Science
Drama and Theatre Studies
Economics
English Language & Literature
English Literature
Film Studies
French
Further Mathematics
Geography
German
History
Law
Mathematics
Media Studies
PE 
Physics
Politics
Psychology
Sociology

Current subjects

The Osborne Sixth Form offers a broad and exciting range of courses. 
Whether you are seeking a pathway towards university or towards a 
career or apprenticeship, we can offer courses to help you on your 
journey. Our inclusive, personalised provision will provide a 
stimulating and enjoyable Sixth Form experience and help you to 
achieve your goals.

BTEC/Diploma courses

BTEC Business
BTEC Computing
BTEC Construction & the Built Environment
Criminology Applied Diploma
BTEC Health and Social Care
BTEC IT
BTEC Science Single
BTEC Science Double
BTEC Sport Single
BTEC Sport Double
BTEC Travel and Tourism

Subjects

Many of the above courses will run at both campuses
•The collaborative nature of The Osborne Sixth Form means that the two campuses work
together to offer a wider range of subjects than many other local providers.

•Occasionally, where numbers of students wanting to take a particular subject are unusually
low and not sufficient to have a viable class at either campus, that subject will not run and
students who had wanted to take it will be offered guidance to choose an alternative.
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Additional choices

EPQ
Netball
Football



Courses
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Courses

 

Art and Design  

A Level 

Specification:  https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/art-and-design-

2015.html  

Contact:  Miss C Evans – c.evans.bch@osborne.coop  
 

Why study A Level Art and Design? 
Studying A Level Art and Design allows you to 

delve further into your creativity and ideas than 

you ever have before. As you build up a very 

personal and continually evolving body of practical 

work, guided and supported by your teachers, you 

will also develop an exciting and extensive range 

of creative and technical skills. 

 

What skills will I develop? 
In Art you will build upon and extend the skills 

learned in GCSE in a range of media such as 

drawing, painting, printmaking, ceramics, 

photography and other specialist and 

experimental media. In addition, you will develop 

transferable skills like problem solving, critical 

thinking, complex analysis, conceptual thinking 

and fine motor skills, that will help you succeed in 

your life after A levels, whether that be in a 

creative industry or not!  
 

What will I study?  
Students in A Level Art undertake a broad-based 

course of study, developing their ideas through a wide 

range of 2D, 3D and time-based processes and media. 

Teachers will help, support and advise but ultimately 

what direction projects take is up to the individual! We 

encourage students to use their art to express 

themselves, their opinions, thoughts, feelings and 

pursue topics in their art that excite them!   

 

How will I be assessed? 
Students’ marks will be 50% based on a 

coursework portfolio and 50% based on an 

externally set assignment culminating in a 

practical exam.  

 

For the coursework component students produce 

a portfolio of work consisting of 2 projects, one in 

response to a given theme and the second to a 

theme/project of their own design.  

 

The externally set component is similar in format, 

but will be produced in response to a theme set 

by the exam board. For both components 

students produce a sustained project in the form 

of a sketchbook that records the development of 

each project and culminates in a final piece. 

 

For each project students are assessed on their 

research, investigations, development, 

experimentation, refinement, visual recording, 

annotation and final response.  

 

Where might it lead? 
A Level Art and Design is a fantastic pathway into 

many creative further and higher educational and 

vocational courses. Many students choose to 

study an art foundation at college or to progress 

straight on to a degree in art, graphics, 

architecture, animation, illustration, art history or 

many more.  

 

What are the entry requirements? 
The entry requirement for A Level Art and Design 

is Grade 5 for Art at GCSE.  
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Courses

Business  
BTEC (Extended Certificate) 

Specification: https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Business/2016/specification-

and-sample-assessments/9781446938218_BTECNationals_Bus_ExCert_Spec_Iss3C.pdf 

Contact: Mr T Fisher – t.fisher.bch@osborne.coop 

 

Why study BTEC Business? 
The Extended Certificate is for learners who are 

interested in learning about the business sector 

alongside other fields of study, with a view to 

progressing to a wide range of higher education 

courses, not necessarily in business-related subjects. It 

is designed to be taken as part of a programme of 

study that includes other appropriate BTEC Nationals 

or A Levels. 

 

What skills will I develop? 
In the BTEC National units there are opportunities 
during the teaching and learning phase to give learners 
practice in developing employability skills. The 3 main 
areas covered are: 
• cognitive and problem-solving skills: use critical 
thinking, approach non-routine problems applying 
expert and creative solutions, use systems and 
technology  
• intrapersonal skills: communicating, working 
collaboratively, negotiating and influencing, self-
presentation  
• interpersonal skills: self-management, adaptability 
and resilience, self-monitoring and development. 

 

What will I study? 
Course Content: Year 12 
Unit 1: Exploring Business  
In this introductory unit, learners study the purposes 
of different businesses, their structure, the effect of 
the external environment and how they need to be 
dynamic and innovative to survive.  
 
Unit 2: Developing a Marketing Campaign 
Learners will gain skills relating to, and an 
understanding of, how a marketing campaign is 
developed. 
 
 
 
Course Content: Year 13 
Unit 3: Personal and Business Finance 
Learners study the purpose and importance of 

personal and business finance. They will develop the 
skills and knowledge needed to understand, analyse 
and prepare financial information. 
 
Unit 8: Recruitment and Selection Process 
Learners explore how the recruitment process is 
carried out in a business. The unit gives learners the 
opportunity to participate in selection interviews and 
review their performance. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

 
 

Where might it lead? 
The qualification is recognised by higher education 
providers as contributing to meeting admission 
requirements for many courses if taken alongside 
other qualifications as part of a two year programme 
of learning. The qualification can also support 
progression to employment directly, or via an 
apprenticeship. It provides an excellent foundation for 
many careers within business, marketing, recruitment 
and management.  
 

What are the entry requirements? 
Grade 4 in English Language and Grade 4 in Maths. 
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Courses

Construction and the Built Environment  
BTEC Extended Certificate 

Specification:   https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Construction-and-the-Built-

Environment/2017/specification/9781446938881-btec-nat-extcert-spec.pdf 

Contact:  Mr Gregory – c.gregory.bch@osborne.coop 
 

 

Why study BTEC Construction? 
BTEC Level 3 Construction is a specialist course designed to 

provide students with the knowledge, understanding and 

skills that they need for construction employment or to 

progress on to higher education. In order to achieve the 

Level 3 Construction Diploma, each student is required to 

complete several units of work. You will also sit a 1.5-hour 

exam and complete a controlled assessment task in Y13.  

 

What skills will I develop? 
Cognitive and real world problem-solving skills 
Critical thinking, approaching non-routine problems by 
applying expert and creative solutions, using systems and 
technology.  
Interpersonal skills 
Communicating, working collaboratively, negotiating and 
influencing. 
Intrapersonal skills 
Self-presentation, self-management, adaptability and 
resilience, self-monitoring and development. 
 

What will I study? 
Course Content: Year 12 

Unit 1 Construction Principles (1.5 hour Exam) 
The aim of this unit is to enable learners to develop their 
theory understanding of various construction processes.  
Unit 5 Heath, Safety and Welfare in Construction.  
Explains the importance of health, safety and welfare in the 
construction industry, including the main causes and costs of 
accidents.  
 

Course Content: Year 13 

Unit 4 Construction Technology  
Explores how technology and advanced building materials 
are integrated into construction projects and investigates 
how technological advancements can influence future 
construction projects effectively in the future.   
Unit 2 Construction Design 
Learners will apply the principles and practice of design and 
construction for low- and medium-rise buildings and 
structures. 

 

How will I be assessed?  
Assessment is specifically designed to fit the purpose and 
objective of the qualification. It includes a range of 
assessment types and styles suited to vocational 
qualifications in the sector.  
 

Externally-assessed units 
Unit 1-2  

 
 
Internally-assessed units 
Unit 4-5  
Coursework units which are folder based containing a 
written report / diagrams / charts.  
 

Where might it lead? 
This qualification will prepare learners for direct 
employment in the construction and built environment 
sector, either as an apprentice or as part of other formal 
work-based learning. 
 
Students can alternatively progress to higher education or to 
other areas of construction, such as architecture, civil 
engineering and quantity surveying routes.  
 
Degree programmes that learners could progress to include: 
• BSc (Hons) in Construction Management 
• BSc (Hons) in Property Management  
• BSc (Hons) in Architecture 
• BSc (Hons) in Civil Engineering 
 

What are the entry requirements? 
Grade 4 in English Language and Grade 4 in Maths. 
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Courses

Drama and Theatre Studies 
A Level 

Specification: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/drama-and-theatre-2016.html 

Contact: Mr L. Brown - l.brown.scs@osborne.coop  
 

Why study A Level Drama and 
Theatre Studies? 
 
A-level Drama and Theatre Studies is an exciting course with 
a practical focus which challenges students to develop 
knowledge and understanding of theatre performance, 
design, directing, analysis and evaluation, as well as 
transferable skills of empathy, teamwork, problem-solving 
and presentation. 
 
Studying Drama and Theatre Studies is not only for students 
who want to become an actor, director or theatre designer. 
What it will give you is a resilience, practical learning and 
self-evaluation skills. During the course you will have to take 
a lot of responsibility for the decisions and choices you make 
and at all times you will be working collaboratively with 
others. The self-motivation required makes it ideal 
preparation for university life and effective collaborative 
practice is widely sought in the workplace.  
 
This course will help you develop you into a confident, 
creative and analytical person; all skills and experiences that 
will benefit you in life. 
 

What skills will I develop? 
The course demands practical, creative and communication 
skills in almost equal measure. You will extend your ability to 
create drama and theatre, either in a performing or 
production role. You will also be required to write about 
drama and to develop your powers of analysis to become an 
informed critic. The course will involve taking part in drama 
productions, as well as studying plays and playwrights. 
 

What will I study? 
 

COMPONENT 1: WORTH 40% DEVISING 
You will devise an original performance piece in a group 
using a play text and theatre practitioner as stimuli. You will 
be assessed on a written portfolio (2500- 3000 words) that is 
sent to the exam board as well as on your practical 
performance, which is filmed, internally assessed and 
externally moderated.  
COMPONENT 2: WORTH 20%  
Text in Performance You will be required to perform in a 
group performance of one key extract from a play text 
chosen by the teacher, as well as a monologue or duologue 
to an external examiner in the summer term of Year 12. This 
exam is practical and does not involve coursework. 
COMPONENT 3 WORTH 40% THEATRE MAKERS IN PRACTICE 
This is an externally assessed unit and takes the form of a 2 
hour and 30-minute written paper. You will study two plays 

from a choice of fifteen performance texts including Equus, 
Lysistratra, Dr Faustus, Waiting for Godot and Accidental 
Death of an Anarchist.  
 
The written paper is in three sections. In section A you will 
answer a question that requires you to analyse and evaluate 
a live theatre performance you have seen. In section B you 
will answer two questions based on an unseen extract from 
one of the play texts you have studied. In section C you will 
answer one question based on an unseen section from your 
second chosen play text. You will need to demonstrate how 
your re-imagined production concept will communicate to a 
contemporary audience, how a theatre practitioner has 
influenced your concept and show awareness of the original 
performance conditions. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
Component 1 is internally assessed. Weighting = 40% of A 
Level marks.  
Component 2 is a practical exam. Weighting = 20% of A Level 
marks.  
Component 3 is a written exam (2 hours 30 minutes). 
Weighting = 40% of A Level marks.  
 

Where might it lead? 
This A level can lead to further study in Drama, Theatre 
Studies and Performing Arts in Higher Education at degree or 
HND level. It can be used as part of your course to broaden 
your studies and skills and may lead to a career in the 
performing arts industries, media arts, journalism and 
teaching. Drama and Theatre Studies A level complements a 
range of subjects such as English Literature, Art and Design, 
and is useful in building confidence and improving 
presentation skills in a range of careers.  
 

What are the entry requirements? 
Grade 5 in Drama at GCSE.  English Language and English 
Literature GCSE at Grade 5 or above are also advantageous. 
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Economics 
A Level 

Specification: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/economics/as-and-a-level/economics-7135-7136 

Contact: Mr Anstee – p.anstee.bch@osborne.coop 

 

Why study A Level Economics? 
A-level Economics will give you an excellent understanding 

of how economies allocate their scarce resources to meet 

the needs and wants of their citizens. You will develop a 

greater understanding of the economic problems which face 

individuals, firms and governments on a local, national and 

global level and the alternative ways these problems can be 

resolved.  

What skills will I develop? 
Economics is a fascinating subject which equips us with the 
tools to better understand the world around us. Studying 
the subject at A-Level grounds you in the main economic 
theories and the means to relate them to current issues. 
Economics allows you to develop your logic and critical 
thinking skills, as you will get the chance to apply economic 
theories to various contexts in order to analyse their 
strengths and limitations. Overall, Economics is a really 
relevant, useful and interesting subject that engages you in 
debates, grounds you in the main economic theories and 
allows you to become more aware of the economic issues 
that affect you and the world around you. 

 

What will I study? 
Course Content: Year 12 

Operation of markets and market failure 

Whilst studying this area you will cover topics like the 

economic problem and economic methodology; price 

determination in a competitive market; production, costs 

and revenue; competitive and concentrated markets; and 

the market mechanism, market failure and government 

intervention in markets. 

The national economy in a global context  

This topic includes subjects such as measurement of 

macroeconomic performance; how the macro economy 

works; the circular flow of income; aggregate 

demand/aggregate supply analysis and related concepts; 

and economic performance and macroeconomic policy.  

Course Content: Year 13 

Individuals, firms, markets and market failure  

Whilst studying this area you will cover topics like individual 

economic decision making; production, costs and revenue; 

perfect competition, imperfectly competitive markets and 

monopoly; the labour market; the distribution of income 

and wealth; poverty and inequality; and the market 

mechanism, market failure and government intervention in 

markets.  

The national and international economy  

For this area you will cover topics like the measurement of 

macroeconomic performance; how the macroeconomy 

works; the circular flow of income, AD/AS analysis and 

related concepts; economic performance; financial markets 

and monetary policy; fiscal policy and supply-side policies; 

and the international economy. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

 
 

Where might it lead? 
A Level Economics is a highly respected academic subject 
that can lead you towards higher level study or a career in 
areas such as: banking, finance, stockbroking, accountancy, 
management consultancy, business, politics and many more.  

 

What are the entry requirements? 
Grade 5 in English Language and Grade 5 in Maths. 
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English Language and Literature 
A Level 

Specification: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-language-and-literature-

7706-7707/introduction 

Contact: Mrs R Marsh – r.marsh.bch@osborne.coop 

  Miss S Nelson – s.nelson.scs@osborne.coop  

 

Why study A Level English Language 
and Literature? 
 
The study of English Language and Literature explores 
the interaction between meaning and form and the 
relationship between a text and its effects. Whereas 
Literature is concerned with the production and 
reception of a text and writers’ intentions, Language 
and Literature focuses on the linguistic choices made by 
writers. Using a range of linguistic models, students 
investigate these different textual effects in a variety of 
literary and non-literary material. Students are exposed 
to poetry, prose and drama, but also a variety of non-
literary texts that include advertisements, newspaper 
articles and political writing. There is also the 
opportunity to write creatively and imaginatively, 
exploring narrative perspective and applying knowledge 
of linguistic concepts.  
 

What skills will I develop? 
 
Lessons are often taught in a university seminar-style 
approach which fosters lively debates and discussions. 
Students learn how to present ideas, challenge 
opinions and write formally and academically. There is 
a practical nature to the study of language and 
literature, and therefore students learn a scientific 
approach to the study of language: they theorise, 
investigate, evaluate and reflect on their findings. 
 

What will I study? 
 
Paper 1: Telling Stories. Students explore the 
representation of place, the effects of narrative 
perspective and genre in prose and the forms and 
functions of poetic voice. Texts studied include Alice 
Sebold’s ‘The Lovely Bones’; a selection of poetry by 
Carol Ann Duffy; and a variety of literary and non-
literary material about the city of Paris.  
 
Paper 2: Exploring Conflict. Students are asked to 
consider the role of the individual in society and write 
creatively to explore the points of view of different 
characters. They also analyse conflict in drama, 

focusing on the role of talk and how meanings are 
shaped within dialogue. Texts studied include: F. Scott 
Fitzgerald’s ‘The Great Gatsby’ and Shakespeare’s 
tragedy ‘Othello.’  
 
Non-Exam Assessment: Students have free choice to 
investigate the presentation of a theme, or linguistic 
concept, which is connected across a literary and non-
literary text.  
 

How will I be assessed? 
 
Paper 1: open book exam 
Paper 2: open book exam 
Non-Exam Assessment: coursework  
 

Where might it lead? 
 
Students who study English Language and Literature at 
A Level often go on to study English Language and 
Literature, Linguistics, Law, Philosophy and Ethics, 
Journalism, Creative Writing, Media, Advertising and 
Marketing, Public Relations and other Arts/Humanities 
related subjects. It is an excellent choice for students 
wishing to apply to Russell Group universities.  Possible 
career choices linking to this subject include teaching, 
journalism, publishing, advertising, marketing, public 
relations, broadcasting and law.   
 

What are the entry requirements? 
 
Grade 5 in GCSE English Language and GCSE English 
Literature.  
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English Literature 
A Level 

Specification: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-literature-b-7716-

7717/introduction 

Contact: Mrs R Marsh – r.marsh.bch@osborne.coop 

  Miss S Nelson – s.nelson.scs@osborne.coop  
 
 

Why study A Level English Literature? 
English Literature is a prestigious A Level qualification 
that is highly regarded by universities and employers 
alike. The course provides an in-depth study into two 
literary genres: tragedy and crime. Students will have 
the opportunity to explore a rich variety of prose, 
drama and poetry: from Shakespeare’s famous tragedy 
‘Othello’; to McEwan’s post-modern novel 
‘Atonement’.  Taught in university-style seminar 
lessons, students are given the opportunity to acquire 
and develop a variety of transferable skills in the 
context of lively debates, formal presentations and 
academic writing. Exposure to the rich heritage of the 
literary canon is encouraged and supported by the A 
Level book club and students are able to explore their 
own literary analysis in the Non-Exam Assessment 
component of the course. There will be regular visits to 
the theatre to see texts in performance and students’ 
critical appreciation of texts is supported by activities 
such as the shadowing of The Man Booker Prize for 
Literature.  
 
 

What skills will I develop? 
Students will enrich their understanding of literary 
concepts, genres and movements. Students become 
adept at sourcing and scrutinising critical material, and 
are well-rehearsed at how to use these to support their 
own academic arguments. Paper 1 is a closed-book 
exam, and therefore students develop the ability to 
synthesise texts, memorise and select quotations 
judiciously and to work efficiently under time 
restraints. The academic nature of English Literature 
allows for students to hone their formal writing skills, 
producing in-depth analytical and evaluative arguments 
and exploratory discussions. There is a strong emphasis 
on debate and discussion, giving the opportunity for 
students to become accomplished speakers who are 
confident presenting ideas to audiences in formal 
contexts.  
 

What will I study? 

Paper 1 focuses on the genre of tragedy: texts studied 
include Shakespeare’s ‘Othello’; Arthur Miller’s ‘Death 
of a Salesman’; and a selection of poetry by Keats.  
 
Paper 2 explores the crime genre: texts studied include 
Kate Atkinson’s novel ‘When Will There Be Good 
News?’; Ian McEwan’s ‘Atonement’; Coleridge’s ‘The 
Rime of the Ancient Mariner’; as well as a variety of 
extracts from crime texts throughout history.  
 
Non-Exam Assessment: students have the opportunity 
to explore two texts of their own choice, which are 
linked by a theme or concept and viewed through a 
critical lens.     
 
 

How will I be assessed? 
Paper 1 – closed book examination 
Paper 2 – open book examination  
Non Exam Assessment – coursework  
 
 

Where might it lead? 
English Literature is highly regarded as an A Level. 
Students who study this subject at sixth form often go 
on to study English Literature or Language, History, 
Law, Philosophy and Ethics, Sociology, Psychology and 
other Arts/Humanities related subjects at university. It 
is an excellent choice for students wishing to pursue 
Oxbridge applications and those hoping to apply for 
Russell Group universities.  
 
 

What are the entry requirements? 
Grade 5 in GCSE English Language and GCSE English 
Literature.  
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Further Mathematics 
A Level 

Specification: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-

2017.html#%2Ftab-AlevelFurtherMathematics 

Contact: Mrs Payne – l.payne.bch@osborne.coop 
  Miss R Wickes  – r.wickes.scs@osborne.coop  or Mr N Rehman – n.rehman.scs@osborne.coop 

 

Why study A Level Further Mathematics? 
Further Mathematics is a challenge, but the reward of 
cracking a problem makes it worth it! Further 
Mathematics is a subject which is “beyond A Level”, 
therefore studying it will broaden and deepen your 
understanding of the Mathematics A level which you 
will also study. Further Mathematics is for students 
who see the beauty in mathematics and take pleasure 
from seeing how its different elements fit together. 
 

What skills will I develop? 
Studying Further Mathematics consolidates and 
reinforces your standard A level Mathematics work, 
helping you to achieve your best possible grades. It 
makes the transition from sixth form to university 
courses which are mathematically rich that much 
easier as more of the first year course content will be 
familiar. The course focuses on mathematical and 
statistical problem solving, data analysis and 
interpretation of results. 
 

What will I study? 
Core Mathematics 
Core delves deeper into the understanding of the pure 
aspects of the mathematics course. Calculus is 
developed further and new co-ordinate systems are 
introduced. Students will learn that real numbers are 
not the only numbers that exist and find out what 
happens when you square root a negative, opening up 
a whole new mathematical world. 
 

Further Statistics 
Further Statistics develops the statistics learnt in the 
Mathematics A Level. Topics such as probability and 
hypothesis testing are built on and additional 
techniques for analysing theoretical data are 
introduced. 
 

Further Mechanics 
Further Mechanics develops the mechanics learnt in 
the Mathematics A Level. Students will look at the 
principle of conservation of energy, including kinetic, 
potential and elastic. They will also extend their 
knowledge of particles to problems involving collisions 
of multiple particles. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

 

Where might it lead? 

Mathematics can help lead you into a huge variety of 
careers including Architecture, Medicine, Scientific 
Research, Engineering, Game Development, Teaching, 
Business and Finance. 

What are the entry requirements? 
Grade 7 in Mathematics at GCSE. 

Must be taken with Mathematics A Level. 
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Geography 
A Level  

Specification: https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/geography-h081-h481-from-2016/ 

Contact: Mr Kingdom – j.kingdom.bch@osborne.coop  
 

Why study Geography A Level? 
If you enjoyed the Geography GCSE, then you will 
really enjoy the greater focus and depth on topics that 
you already like. In addition, geography is a broad-
based academic subject which will open up options for 
you in your future.  
 
Employers and universities see geography as a robust 
academic subject rich in skills, knowledge and 
understanding. As a subject linking the arts and the 
sciences it is highly flexible in terms of what you can 
combine it with at A Level.  
 

What skills will I develop? 
You will learn in a wide variety of ways, using maps, 
GIS skills, data analysis, photos, videos and podcasts, 
as well as fieldwork which is an essential part of your A 
Level course. You will be encouraged to frame your 
own questions using higher level thinking skills and 
show your grasp of complex issues.  
 
You will be going on a residential fieldtrip to North 
Wales, experiencing an area famous for its coastal, 
river and glaciated scenery. During this trip you will 
plan and collect the primary data for your independent 
investigation, this non-examined assignment (NEA) is 
worth 20% of the final grade. 
 

What will I study? 
The A Level geography course will cover both the 
physical and human environments and the complex 
interaction of processes that shape our world.  
 
Component 1: Physical Landscape systems 
Coastal Landscape systems  
You will explore how the landscape can be viewed as a 
system, how landforms developed within the coastal 
landscape. 
Earth's life support systems  
You will explore how important water and carbon are 
to life on earth through their cycling, stores and 
processes.  
 
 
 
Component 2: Human Interactions 
Changing spaces; making places.  

You will explore the relationships and connections 
between people, the economy, and society and how 
these contribute to creating places. 
Global connections.  
You will explore the processes and flows that occur at 
a global level. The topics chosen for you are global 
migration and power and borders. 
 
Component 3: Geographical Debates 
Your topics in this section are Climate Change and 
Disease Dilemmas. With these topics there is plenty of 
room for discussion and extended research, which will 
help you become an independent thinker and learner.  
 
By the time you get to your exams, you will be able to 
show your understanding of a range of opinions and be 
able to illustrate your answers with case studies from 
local, national and international examples. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
Components 1 and 2 are assessed through exams 
worth 22% each; component 3 is another exam worth 
36%. Finally, the NEA is worth 20%.  

 
Where might it lead? 
If you choose to take geography on to university, there 
are literally hundreds of courses to choose from and 
the range of career areas accessed by graduates of 
geography will probably surprise you. The A-level is 
one of the most flexible and respected subjects, this 
means that it will assist you in being accepted for the 
widest range of courses.  
 
What are the entry requirements? 
You will need to achieve at least Grade 5 in GCSE 
English Language, Maths and Geography. 
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History 
A Level 

Specification: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level/history-7041-7042 

Contact: Miss D Pugh  – d.pugh.bch@osborne.coop 

  Miss S Field  – s.field.scs@osborne.coop  or Mr M Lucas – m.lucas.scs@osborne.coop 
 

Why study A Level History? 
Through studying History, we will help you develop a life-long 
love of History, by unveiling a remarkable period in your own 
recent history, as well as exploring the history of the largest 
nation on earth (Russia) or of a modern day global 
superpower (the USA). Ultimately you will develop both 
academically and personally on a journey that will provide 
you with the insight and skills for a fantastic future, making 
the past the key to your success. 
 

What skills will I develop? 
You will become proficient in using primary source material 
and develop your analytical writing skills by constructing 
sophisticated arguments. Furthermore, you will develop your 
understanding of historiography and learn to critique the 
views of historians. The NEA element of the course will 
prepare you for undergraduate study, providing you with the 
opportunity to craft an extended essay of 4000 words. 
 

What will I study? 
2 S - Modern Britain 1951-2007 
The course begins with the Conservative dominance of the 
1950s under Churchill, Eden and Macmillan, before exploring 
the Labour recovery in the ‘swinging’ 60s - a period of 
dramatic social change. Year One culminates with the end of 
the Post War Consensus in the 1970s, with a focus on the 
increasing tension in Northern Ireland.  
In Year Two, you will investigate how Margaret Thatcher 
became the UK’s first female Prime Minister and its longest 
serving of the modern era. The narrative continues with Tony 
Blair’s seismic victory in 1997, concluding with a review of his 
premiership. 
You will explore concepts such as government and 
opposition, class, social division and cultural change. The 
course will encourage you to reflect on Britain’s changing 
place in the world. 
 

1 H - Russia 1855-1964 (at Brentwood County High) 
The study of Russia takes you from Tsarist Autocracy to 
Communist Dictatorship. We begin with the fallout from the 
Crimean War, moving to Alexander’s Emancipation of Russia’s 
Serfs. Although Alexander’s son reasserted the foundations of 
autocracy, his grandson Nicholas II presided over its downfall 
in 1917. Year One culminates with the October Revolution 
under Lenin and the Bolsheviks, one of the most important 
events of the 20th Century. 
In Year Two you will explore how the Bolsheviks consolidated 
their rule under Lenin and why the unlikely Joseph Stalin 
became heir to the Communist throne and unleashed untold 
terror and hardships on the Russian people. The course ends 
with Khrushchev’s attempts to banish the ills of Stalinism and 
balance the need for control with the freedoms that the 
Russian people began to demand. 

1 K – The making of a superpower: USA, 1865-1975 (at St 
Clere’s) 
The study of the United States of America will take you from 
Civil War to Civil Rights. The course begins with the era of 
reconstruction and the gilded age following the conclusion of 
the civil war. This leads on to a period of populism, 
progressivism and imperialism as the USA begins to assert 
itself globally. The first part of the course culminates with the 
US involvement in the First World War and the subsequent 
renewal of the US policy of isolationism.  
The second year begins with the social and cultural 
developments of the Jazz Age and the failings of prohibition. 
You will also explore the period of economic boom and bust 
in the 1920s followed by the New Deal reforms and recovery 
throughout the 1930s.The final section focuses on America 
after the Second World War as it emerges as a superpower. 
You will study the presidencies from Truman through to 
Nixon by examining key policy issues such as McCarthyism, 
the civil rights movement and the Vietnam War. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
o Component 1 – USA or Russia 

o 2 hours 30 minutes written exam (40% of A Level) 
o Component 2 – Modern Britain, 1951-2007 

o 2 hours 30 minutes written exam (40% of A Level) 
o Component 3 – Historical investigation 

o 3,500-4,500 essay [non-exam assessment]           (20% 
of A Level) 

 

Where might it lead? 
Many students go on to study History at undergraduate level, 
but the study of History also provides the foundations of 
undergraduate study in a host of other subjects such as 
Economics, English, Law, Politics, to name but a few.  The 
broad range of skills developed through studying History 
means that it it is a valued qualification for all employers. 
Thus, it presents a multitude of diverse career opportunities, 
including Accountant, Archivist, Journalist, Librarian, 
Marketing Executive, Solicitor, Teacher.  
 

What are the entry requirements? 
The standard requirement is Grade 5 in History at GCSE.  
Whilst most students will have studied History at GCSE, we 
will also accept students with an interest in History and who 
have gained a Grade 5 in English.  
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Mathematics 
A Level 

Specification: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html 

Contact: Mrs Payne – l.payne.bch@osborne.coop 
  Miss R Wickes  – r.wickes.scs@osborne.coop  or Mr N Rehman – n.rehman.scs@osborne.coop 
 

 

Why study A Level Mathematics? 
A Level Mathematics is very different from GCSE: the course 
focuses much more on problem solving and understanding 
why things are happening mathematically. A Level will give 
students a sense of the true beauty of Mathematics, and a 
chance to walk in the footsteps of some of the greatest 
minds. Students will meet strands of Mathematics that they 
have not had the opportunity to look at previously, including 
calculus and mechanics. Mathematics is one of the great 
creations of human intelligence. It is the language of science, 
technology and engineering. It is essential for architecture 
and design as well as economics and medicine; even art 
relies on mathematics to some extent.  
 

What skills will I develop? 
Mathematicians will learn to structure their work in a logical 
way and think about how to break complex problems down 
into smaller more workable steps. Mathematics will allow 
students to develop their analytical skills as they work in 
both the theoretical and the experimental. Modelling 
mathematical problems adds additional challenge and 
allows students to consider Mathematics in a wider setting. 

What will I study? 
Course content Year 12: 
Pure Mathematics 
Here students will study calculus, trigonometry, sketching 
and finding the equations of graphs including linear graphs 
and circles. Students will also look at the roots of equations 
and what this tells us about a graph. Students will look at 
the real world links of Mathematics using modelling. 
Applied Mathematics 
This part of the course is split into Statistics and Mechanics. 
In statistics students will look at the difference between 
experimental and theoretical data and how each can be 
analysed. Students will study a variety of techniques for 
displaying their results. In Mechanics students will study 
both constant and variable acceleration and see how these 
work with a variety of other forces and motions. 
Course content Year 13 
Pure Mathematics 
Students will build on the techniques learnt in the Year 12 
course and calculus features heavily here. Students will learn 
the difference between degrees and radians and why this 
new measure of angle is important. Students will also 
develop their knowledge of exponentials and logarithms and 
see how this links with other units of the course. 
Applied Mathematics 
The Year 12 work on forces and motion is extended to non-
linear motion and forces acting at angles.  The normal 
distribution is introduced to allow students to model more 

scenarios using probability and carry out hypothesis tests on 
the sample mean.  The exponentials and logarithms work 
from the pure side of the course is used to be able to create 
more advanced statistical models for non-linear regression. 
 

How will I be assessed? 

 

Where might it lead? 
Mathematics can help lead you into a huge variety of 
careers including Architecture, Medicine, Scientific 
Research, Engineering, Game Development, Teaching, 
Business and Finance. 

What are the entry requirements? 
Grade 6 in Mathematics at GCSE.  

Courses
Exciting opportunities

for young  people

O S B   R N E

Sixth Form



Courses
Exciting opportunities

for young  people

O S B R N E

Sixth Form



Physical Education  
A level  

Specification:  https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/as-and-a-level/physical-education-7582  

Contact: Mr W Mitchell – w.mitchell.bch@osborne.coop  

 

Why study A Level PE? 
A level PE provides students with a perfect opportunity to 
develop their knowledge from GCSE PE and inspire them to 
go on to study a host of sport related degrees in higher 
education. The course is designed to provide you with all of 
the necessary knowledge to continue your development in a 
subject you love and can help you to pursue many careers, 
such as a physiotherapist, sport psychologist or coach. The 
holistic nature of the A Level PE course will have something 
to inspire and develop every student wishing to study it.  

 

What skills will I develop? 
Whilst studying A level PE, you will develop your 
understanding of how the human body works during 
physical activity, you will understand how it reacts and 
changes during periods of intense exercise and when placed 
under stress. You will understand how the brain reacts 
during different sporting situations, how we alter training 
sessions to best suit the needs of an athlete and how we can 
make best progress in our chosen sport. You will learn about 
the history of sport and how we have come to experience 
the games we play and love today. The course goes into 
different cultural factors that affect why sports are so vital in 
different parts of the world. You will learn to study and 
analyse your own & others’ sporting performance, identify 
errors and weaknesses and develop the ability to plan for 
improvement. You will learn to use data to better 
understand how to identify strengths and weaknesses in 
sporting performance. You will learn all the relevant skills 
required to pursue a lifelong relationship with sport.  

 

What will I study? 
In both years of study the course is broken up into Sport 
Psychology, Anatomy & Physiology and Sport & Society.  
 
In Year 12 students will study Applied Anatomy & 
Physiology, Skill Acquisition and Sport in Society.  
 
In Year 13 topics develop into Exercise Physiology & 
Biomechanics, Sport Psychology and the role that 
technology plays In Physical Activity & Sport.  
 
Throughout the 2 year course there will also be an ongoing 
coursework task students must complete, which involves 
analysing and evaluating their own performance and 
planning for correctional practice as a result of their 
findings.  
 
 

How will I be assessed? 

 

 

 
 

Where might it lead? 
Sport degrees are one of the most common paths chosen 
when it comes to Higher Education. Some of the country’s 
most prestigious sporting universities look favourably on an 
A level PE qualification and host a variety of undergraduate 
degrees that will allow students to continue to develop their 
passion in the subject. The Universities of Loughborough, 
Bath, Durham, Brighton, Sheffield, Bedford, St Mary’s, 
Exeter and others offer sports degrees in their world class 
facilities, allowing you to continue your study in state of the 
art laboratories and use the latest technology and 
equipment to master your art.  
 
Beyond university, the UK Sport Industry holds almost 1 
million jobs in a variety of areas. Teaching, physiotherapy, 
sports therapy, personal training, coaching and sports law 
are just some of the professions in the industry.  
 

What are the entry requirements? 
Grade 5 in English Language and Maths.  
Grade 5 in GCSE PE.  
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Politics 
A Level 

Specification: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/accounting/as-and-a-level/accounting-7127 

Contact: Mr Cory – m.cory.bch@osborne.coop 

  Mr M Lucas – m.lucas.scs@osborne.coop or Mr Margiotta – p.margiotta.scs@osborne.coop 

 

Why study A Level Politics? 
Politics is a dynamic subject that is constantly relevant 

to the world around us. Become a budding politician or 

work out where power really lies in the UK. Find out 

what the main parties stand for and the philosophies 

behind key political ideologies. Understand the main 

political institutions, how parliament works, how 

elections run, and the media’s influence in politics 

today. After focusing on British Politics in Year 12, the 

focus moves onto American Politics in Year 13, 

exploring the states, the presidency, the supreme 

court and much more. 

You will be engaged in debates and discussions, using 

evidence to lead your opinions and form your own 

political judgements. It is a rigorous academic subject, 

students will learn to master the ability to build logical 

arguments and deliberate complex political issues in 

essay questions. It is a course providing academic 

rigour as well as practical understanding of our key 

laws, institutions and the workings of power.  

 

What skills will I develop? 
Politics is a subject that gives you excellent all-round 
skills. For example: 
 Become an effective debater 
 Become a confident communicator 
 Become engaged in the world around you 
 Become a proficient essay writer 
 Become a critical and analytical thinker 
 Become skilled in making evidence-based 

arguments 
 

 

What will I study? 
Component 1: UK Politics  

Students will study: Democracy and participation, 

political parties, electoral systems, voting behaviour 

and the media. 

 

 

Component 2: UK Government   

Students will study: The constitution, parliament, the 

Prime Minister and executive, relationships between 

the branches. 

Optional Political Idea: Feminism. 

Core Political Idea One: Socialism. 

Core Political Idea Two: Liberalism. 

Core Political Idea Three: Conservatism. 

 

Component 3: Comparative Politics: USA   

For USA, students will study: The US Constitution and 

federalism, US congress, US presidency, US Supreme 

Court and civil rights, democracy and participation, 

comparative theories. 

 

How will I be assessed? 
You will be assessed in class with regular knowledge 
tests, practice exam questions and ‘Exam Week’ Mock 
Exams. 
 
Formally, you will take three final year exams, one two 
hour exam for each component.  

 

Where might it lead? 
Politics is a subject that opens doors. It is a spring 

board to careers in Law, Communications and Public 

Relations, Journalism, the Civil Service, and of course, 

Politics itself. Could you do better than the current 

PM? Politics enables students to develop skills 

pertinent to leadership and management roles. 

 
 

What are the entry requirements? 
Grade 5 or above in English Language, History or 
Sociology.  
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Psychology 
A Level 

Specification: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182 

Contact: Miss E Gosling – e.gosling.bch@osborne.coop 

  Miss J Mead – j.mead.scs@osborne.coop 

 

Why study A Level Psychology? 
Psychology is the study of human behaviour and the 
reasons why people and animals do the things they do. 
The course allows you to explore a wide range of 
behaviours and there will be a great chance to explore 
these topics in depth. It will also open up a world of 
career options.  
 

What skills will I develop? 
Not only is the subject diverse in job prospects, but it 
opens up a world of opportunities with transferable 
skills such as critical analysis, independent thinking and 
research: all qualities valued by higher education 
providers and employers. As a subject it will also give 
you skills of empathy, understanding and an ability to 
see the world from others’ points of view and 
perspectives to understand cultural differences. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
Three exams sat at the end of Year 13– each is equally 
weighted, worth 33%. Paper 1 covers memory, social 
influence, attachment and psychopathology. Paper 2 
looks at approaches, biopsychology and research 
methods. Paper 3 examines issues and debates, 
cognition and development, schizophrenia and 
forensics. 

What will I study? 
Approaches - start by exploring the six perspectives to 

explaining psychological behaviour. 

Psychopathology - explore mental disorders such as 

depression, phobias and OCD. 

Research Methods - understand how to conduct 

Psychological research as well as debate the extent to 

which Psychology is scientific. 

Memory - a chance to delve into our mind’s cognitive 

processes and why they can help or hinder our 

memory. 

Social influence - understand why we act the way we 

do; is it conformity? Obedience? Can minorities change 

our view? 

Attachment - how do babies develop attachments and 

what can we learn from animals and orphans about 

this process?  

Issues and debates - explore the modern issues with 

psychological research as well as the debates that exist 

between psychologists. 

Biopsychology - explore the human body and physical 

process that affect behaviour such as neurons, brain 

structure, biological clocks and more. 

Cognition and development - learn about the ‘Gods' of 

Psychological theory such as Piaget and Vygotsky, 

whose understanding of childhood development has 

impacted and shaped our understanding of learning, 

autism and much more. 

Schizophrenia - learn about this complex and 

fascinating disorder and explore reasons for the 

development of schizophrenia and how we can treat it. 

Forensic Psychology - This covers the world of 

investigating criminals; how do we profile a criminal? 

How can we explain why some people become 

criminals and others don't? And how can we most 

effectively deal with offender behaviour? 

Where might it lead? 
Forensic psychology, occupational psychology, 
education psychology or sports and exercise 
psychology, psychiatry and counselling. As well as, HR, 
recruitment, market research and more. 

What are the entry requirements? 
Grade 5 in English, Maths and at least one Science. 
GCSE Psychology is not required. 
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Courses

Sport 
BTEC Extended Certificate 

Specification: https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Sport/20161/specification-

and-sample-assessments/9781446938096_BTEC_Nat_ExtCert_Sport_SPEC.pdf 

Contact:      Miss Mansfield - c.mansfield.bch@osborne.coop & Miss Hawes - h.hawes.bch@osborne.coop  
         Miss Saywood – h.saywood.scs@osborne.coop 
 
 

Why study BTEC Sport? 
 
This holistic Sport course analyses aspects of 
developing coaching, fitness and health and explores 
various pathways to a career within sport. 
 
This course offers you the opportunity to extend your 
knowledge of sport through a number of practical and 
theoretical units of work.  
 

What skills will I develop? 
 
BTEC Sport will give you an understanding of sports 
performance and the factors that affect behaviour in 
sport. You gain subject-specific knowledge in areas 
such as physiology, psychology, health and many 
more! 
 
You'll also develop a set of core skills that can be used 
in lots of different careers, including: 

- research and data analysis  
- the ability to work on your own initiative and 

as part of a team  
- communication skills  
- time management and planning 
- effective problem-solving 
- professionalism 
 

What will I study? 
 

- Unit 1 - Anatomy and Physiology (EXAM) 
- Unit 7 - Practical Performance  
- Unit 3 - Professional Development in Sport 
- Unit 2 - Health and Wellbeing (EXAM) 

 
 
 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 

Units are assessed using a grading scale of Distinction 
(D), Merit (M), Pass (P), Near Pass (N) and 
Unclassified (U). All units contribute proportionately to 
the overall qualification grade. 
 
Forms of assessment include exams in units Anatomy 
and Physiology and Health and Wellbeing. The other 
units are coursework based.  
  

Where might it lead? 
 
Supporting over 600,000 jobs in the UK, sport is a 
£28bn industry and this fast-growing sector now ranks 
among the top 15 mainstream activities in the 
economy.  
 
Sport related careers: 

- Exercise physiologist. 
- Fitness centre manager. 
- Personal trainer. 
- Secondary school teacher. 
- Sports administrator. 
- Sports coach. 
- Sports development officer. 
- Sports therapist. 
- Referee/Umpire. 
- Strength and conditioning coach. 

 

What are the entry requirements? 
Grade 4 or above in GCSE PE or a Merit in BTEC Level 2 
PE; plus GCSE Grade 4 or above in English Language, 
Mathematics and Science. 
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Sport 
BTEC Diploma 

Specification: https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Sport/20161/specification-

and-sample-assessments/9781446939482-BTEC-nationals_L3_diploma-sport-spec.pdf  

Contact:     Miss Mansfield - c.mansfield.bch@osborne.coop & Miss Hawes - h.hawes.bch@osborne.coop  

        Miss Saywood – h.saywood.scs@osborne.coop  
 

 

Why study BTEC Sport? 
 
This holistic sport course analyses aspects of 
developing coaching, fitness and health and explores 
various pathways to a career within sport. 
 
This course offers you the opportunity to extend your 
knowledge of sport through a number of practical and 
theoretical units of work.  
 

What skills will I develop? 
 
BTEC Sport will give you an understanding of sports 
performance and the factors that affect behaviour in 
sport. You gain subject-specific knowledge in areas 
such as physiology, psychology, health and many 
more!  
 
You'll also develop a set of core skills that can be used 
in lots of different careers, including: 

- research and data analysis  
- the ability to work on your own initiative and 

as part of a team  
- communication skills  
- time management and planning 
- effective problem-solving 
- professionalism 
 

What will I study? 
 

- Unit 1 - Anatomy and Physiology  
- Unit 17 - Sport Injury 
- Unit 7 - Practical Performance  
- Unit 6 - Sports Psychology 
- Unit 3 - Professional Development in Sport 
- Unit 2 - Health and Wellbeing 
- Unit 4 - Sports Leadership 
- Unit 23 - Skill Acquisition in Sport 
- Unit 22 - Investigating  

How will I be assessed? 
 

Units are assessed using a grading scale of Distinction 
(D), Merit (M), Pass (P), Near Pass (N) and 
Unclassified (U). All units contribute proportionately to 
the overall qualification grade. 
 
Forms of assessment include exams in units Anatomy 
and Physiology, Health and Wellbeing and 
Investigating. The other units are coursework based.  
  

Where might it lead? 
 
Supporting over 600,000 jobs in the UK, sport is a 
£28bn industry and this fast-growing sector now ranks 
among the top 15 mainstream activities in the 
economy.  
 
Sport related careers: 

- Exercise physiologist. 
- Fitness centre manager. 
- Personal trainer. 
- Secondary school teacher. 
- Sports administrator. 
- Sports coach. 
- Sports development officer. 
- Sports therapist. 
- Referee/Umpire. 
- Strength and conditioning coach. 

 

What are the entry requirements? 
Grade 4 or above in GCSE PE or a Merit in BTEC Level 2 
PE; plus GCSE Grade 4 or above in English Language, 
Mathematics and Science. 
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Travel and Tourism 
BTEC Extended Certificate 

Specification: https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Travel-and-

Tourism/2017/Specification/BTEC_NAT_EC_TT_AG_SPEC_ISS1_230818.pdf  

Contact: Mr Davies – r.davies.bch@osborne.coop  
 

Why study BTEC Travel and Tourism? 
This course has been designed to inspire you to consider a 
career in the travel and tourism sector or in a related sector 
where knowledge of travel and tourism will be of use, such 
as airlines and travel agents. It will give you the opportunity 
to gain a broad understanding and knowledge of, and skills 
in, the travel and tourism sector, e.g. itinerary building and 
route planning. It will also support your progression to a 
more specialised travel and tourism course at degree level 
or an apprenticeship in the travel industry or, more broadly, 
to qualifications in other areas. It will give you the potential 
opportunity, in due course, to enter employment within a 
range of job roles across the travel and tourism sector.  
 

What skills will I develop? 
This course allows you to develop a range of skills that are 
valuable to employers and in a variety of situations. You will 
develop your independence, time management, teamwork, 
problem solving, research, leadership, ICT, communication 
and presentation. You need to be organised and be able to 
manage your time to make sure you meet all deadlines and 
you need to be able to take on board feedback to improve 
your work. We link with guest speakers, local attractions and 
employers, so the ability to listen and ask questions is also 
essential. Above all, you need to aim high, always trying your 
best to get the highest grades possible.  
 

What will I study? 
The course is split into 4 units. Two units are completed in 
Year 12 and two in Year 13.  
In Year 12 we start with unit 1 “The World of Travel and 
Tourism”, where you will learn the key types of travel and 
tourism, about organisations involved and their products 
and services, the scale of the industry locally, nationally and 
globally and the key factors that affect the industry.  
We spend the rest of Year 12 completing a portfolio: Unit 9 
Visitor Attractions. Students visit local visitor attractions and 
then choose two contrasting attractions within the UK or 
further afield to complete their coursework.  
In Year 13 we cover the remaining two units. Unit 2 “Global 
Destinations” looks at the range of destinations available to 
outbound UK travellers. The unit begins with a short crash 
course in Geographical awareness, before focussing in on 
the advantages and disadvantages of different travel 
options; travel planning and itineraries; and finally, 
customer trends and their impact on destinations.  
The final unit is Unit 3 “Marketing in Travel and Tourism”, a 
portfolio based unit where students will complete 4 tasks to 
investigate and analyse customer needs and how to meet 
them; the impact of marketing; developing a marketing plan 

for a travel and tourism product; and evaluating how a 
product meets the needs of customers.  
 

How will I be assessed? 
Units 1 and 2 are examined via written examinations and 
Units 3 and 9 via portfolios. The Unit 1 exam is a 
“traditional” examination split into a number of questions 
with marks ranging from 1 to 12. The exam will assess 
knowledge and understanding from the unit as well as skills 
of using data, evaluating information and making 
connections between different sectors of the travel industry. 
The Unit 2 exam is a little different, with a pre-release 
resource pack that students have three weeks to scrutinise 
and interrogate, plus completing additional research. The 
exam is split into two sections where students examine a 
scenario at a global destination and complete a set task.  
Unit 3 is a portfolio based on marketing and Unit 9 is a 
portfolio based on two visitor attractions. Both portfolios 
have strict timespans and are split into several tasks that 
replicate real life vocational scenarios and tasks. 
 

Where might it lead? 
There are many jobs and apprenticeship schemes that this 
qualification can lead to and we have had students go on to 
do apprenticeships with local, national and international 
companies in the leisure, hospitality and travel sectors. 
Specific examples of employment include holiday 
representative, travel agent sales consultant, air cabin crew, 
hotel manager, event manager, customer service manager 
and marketing executives. 
A range of Universities run highly regarded courses in the 
travel and tourism sector, including Bournemouth 
University, Coventry University, Edgehill University, Leeds 
Beckett University, Plymouth University, University College 
Birmingham, University of Chester, University of Chichester, 
University of Huddersfield, University of South of Wales, 
University of the West of England and Wrexham Glyndwr 
University.  Degrees such as Tourism Management, 
International Management and Business Enterprise are 
relevant progression routes and will prepare students well 
for a variety of next steps.  
 

What are the entry requirements? 
You will need to achieve at least Grade 4 in English Language 
and Maths. If you have a Grade 4 in Geography that would 
be helpful but certainly not essential. 
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Any questions?
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Advice, information and guidance are 
always available. To contact one of the 
staff who lead the Sixth Form, or to 
arrange to meet one of them or a careers 
adviser, email:
sixthformadmissions.bch@osborne.coop
or
sixthform.scs@osborne.coop

For subject specific questions, feel free to 
contact the teachers whose details are on 
the subject information pages or to talk to 
subject teachers in school. 

Alternatively, for a different perspective, 
you can contact current Sixth Form 
students. Our Student Leadership Team 
are happy to answer any questions and 
can be contacted by emailing:
studentleadershipteam.bch@osborne.coop

To ask questions to students who study 
subjects you are interested in, you can 
contact our Subject Ambassadors. Their 
email address is:
Year12SubjectAmbassador.bch@osborne.coop

mailto:sixthformadmissions.bch@osborne.coop
mailto:sixthform.scs@osborne.coop
mailto:studentleadershipteam.bch@osborne.coop
mailto:Year12SubjectAmbassador.bch@osborne.coop
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