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Why study A Level Psychology? 
Psychology is the study of human behaviour and the 
reasons why people and animals do the things they do. 
The course allows you to explore a wide range of 
behaviours and there will be a great chance to explore 
these topics in depth. It will also open up a world of 
career options.  
 

What skills will I develop? 
Not only is the subject diverse in job prospects, but it 
opens up a world of opportunities with transferable 
skills such as critical analysis, independent thinking and 
research: all qualities valued by higher education 
providers and employers. As a subject it will also give 
you skills of empathy, understanding and an ability to 
see the world from others’ points of view and 
perspectives to understand cultural differences. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
Three exams sat at the end of Year 13– each is equally 
weighted, worth 33%. Paper 1 covers memory, social 
influence, attachment and psychopathology. Paper 2 
looks at approaches, biopsychology and research 
methods. Paper 3 examines issues and debates, 
cognition and development, schizophrenia and 
forensics. 

What will I study? 
Approaches - start by exploring the six perspectives to 

explaining psychological behaviour. 

Psychopathology - explore mental disorders such as 

depression, phobias and OCD. 

Research Methods - understand how to conduct 

Psychological research as well as debate the extent to 

which Psychology is scientific. 

Memory - a chance to delve into our mind’s cognitive 

processes and why they can help or hinder our 

memory. 

Social influence - understand why we act the way we 

do; is it conformity? Obedience? Can minorities change 

our view? 

Attachment - how do babies develop attachments and 

what can we learn from animals and orphans about 

this process?  

Issues and debates - explore the modern issues with 

psychological research as well as the debates that exist 

between psychologists. 

Biopsychology - explore the human body and physical 

process that affect behaviour such as neurons, brain 

structure, biological clocks and more. 

Cognition and development - learn about the ‘Gods' of 

Psychological theory such as Piaget and Vygotsky, 

whose understanding of childhood development has 

impacted and shaped our understanding of learning, 

autism and much more. 

Schizophrenia - learn about this complex and 

fascinating disorder and explore reasons for the 

development of schizophrenia and how we can treat it. 

Forensic Psychology - This covers the world of 

investigating criminals; how do we profile a criminal? 

How can we explain why some people become 

criminals and others don't? And how can we most 

effectively deal with offender behaviour? 

Where might it lead? 
Forensic psychology, occupational psychology, 
education psychology or sports and exercise 
psychology, psychiatry and counselling. As well as, HR, 
recruitment, market research and more. 

What are the entry requirements? 
Grade 5 in English, Maths and at least one Science. 
GCSE Psychology is not required. 
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