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Why study A Level Sociology? 
This practical and engaging course has been designed to 
inspire, nurture and develop learners. The most popular 
aspects of previous qualifications have been enhanced with a 
stronger global dimension to reflect society today. This 
qualification is designed to foster the development of critical 
and reflective thinking with a respect for social diversity; and 
to encourage an awareness of the importance of social 
structure and social action in explaining social issues. 
 

What skills will I develop? 
 Recognise that sociological understanding and skills help 

to develop an understanding of the interrelationships 
between individuals, groups, institutions and societies. 

 Analyse critically the nature and sources of information 
and base judgements and arguments on evidence. 

 Organise and communicate their knowledge and 
understanding in different and creative ways, and reach 
substantiated judgements. 

 Appreciate the significance of theoretical and conceptual 
issues in sociological debate. 

 Understand and evaluate sociological methodology and a 
range of research methods through active involvement in 
the research. 

 

What will I study? 
Content of Socialisation, culture and identity:  
This component introduces learners to the key themes of 
socialisation, culture and identity and develops these themes 
through the context of Media. These options develop skills 
that enable individuals to focus on their personal identity, 
roles and responsibilities within society and develop a lifelong 
interest in social issues.  
Research methods and researching social inequalities:  
In this section, learners are introduced to a range of methods 
and sources of data as well as the factors influencing the 
design of sociological research and the relationship between 
theory and methods. Learners are encouraged to consider the 
practical, ethical and theoretical issues arising in sociological 
research and to apply knowledge of research methods to the 
particular context of social inequalities. 
Understanding social inequalities:  
Within this section learners will have the opportunity to 
develop knowledge and understanding of contemporary 
patterns and trends of social inequality. Learners are able to 
engage in theoretical debate, explore conceptual issues and 

develop skills of analysis and evaluation of sociological 
research and evidence. 
Content of Debates in contemporary society:  
This component engages learners in theoretical debates and 
how these relate to a contemporary global society. Learners 
will develop knowledge and understanding of social processes 
and social change with reference to the global digital world 
and the world of crime.  
 

How will I be assessed? 
Component 01: 
Socialisation, culture and identity 
Section A: Introducing socialisation, culture and 
Identity. A mix of short and medium tariff compulsory 
questions, some based on source material. 
Section B: Media 
There will be three questions that will test the quality of 
extended responses.  
 

Component 02: 
Researching and understanding social inequalities 
Section A: Research methods and researching social 
inequalities. A mix of short and medium tariff compulsory 
questions, some based on source material. 
Section B: Understanding social inequalities 
There will be two compulsory essay questions that will test 
the quality of extended responses.  
 

Component 03: 
Debates in contemporary society 
Section A: Globalisation and the digital social world. 
A mix of short and medium tariff compulsory questions, some 
based on source material. 
Section B: Crime 
There will be three questions that will test the quality of 
extended writing.  
 

Where might it lead? 
This qualification is ideal to prepare learners for the study of 
sociology or related courses in higher education. Equally it 
can prepare learners intending to pursue careers in social 
sciences. Sociology is a great choice of subject for people 
who want a career in social work, nursing or medicine. But 
the subject is also useful in a number of other careers, like 
marketing, advertising, PR, journalism, law or teaching. 
 

What are the entry requirements? 
The standard requirement is Grade 5 in English or Sociology.  
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