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Why study A Level Spanish? 
Studying Spanish at A-Level enables students to move 
on from the knowledge gained at GCSE. They will be 
able to develop their fluency in the language, while 
building on their knowledge of vocabulary and 
grammar.  The course focuses on how Hispanic society 
has been shaped, both socially and culturally, and how 
it continues to change. Students study aspects of the 
social context together with aspects of the artistic life of 
Hispanic communities. The course also includes the 
study of a Hispanic novel or play and a film.   
 

What skills will I develop? 
Lessons are taught in small groups and usually in the 
foreign language. Students will develop their oral 
fluency in spoken Spanish through discussion and 
presenting their ideas. Students will develop their 
written skills by gaining a greater understanding of 
Spanish grammar and a wider vocabulary. They will 
also develop a deep understanding of the spoken and 
written language in authentic contexts and develop 
translation and summary writing skills into and from 
the target language. 
 

What will I study? 
1. Social issues and trends.  

1a. Aspects of Hispanic society:  

• Modern and traditional values (Los valores 
tradicionales y modernos) 

• Cyberspace (El ciberespacio) 

• Equal rights (La igualdad de los sexos) 
1b. Multiculturalism in Hispanic society:  

• Immigration (La inmigración) 

• Racism (El racismo) 

• Integration (La convivencia) 
 

2. Political and artistic culture.  
2a. Artistic culture in the Hispanic world  

• Modern day idols (La influencia de los ídolos) 

• Spanish regional identity (La identidad regional 
en España) 

• Cultural heritage (El patrimonio cultural) 

2b. Aspects of political life in Hispanic world  
• Today's youth, tomorrow's citizens (Jóvenes de 

hoy, ciudadanos del mañana) 
• Monarchies and dictatorships (Monarquías y 

dictaduras) 
• Popular movements (Movimientos populares) 

  
Grammar 
A Hispanic literary text from a prescribed list – either a 
novel or a play 
A Hispanic film from a prescribed list 
An independent research project 
 

How will I be assessed? 
 
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing (50%) 
Paper 2: Writing – a translation into Spanish and an 
essay on the novel/play and film (20%) 
Paper 3: Speaking (30%)  
 

Where might it lead? 
 
Students who study Spanish at A Level can go on to 
take an undergraduate degree in the language at 
university. A language at A-Level can also lead to the 
study of other modern or classical languages at 
university. The subject is also extremely well regarded 
for students who may wish to apply for competitive 
undergraduate degrees such as medicine and law. The 
skills students acquire from studying a foreign 
language at A-level are also extremely valued in the 
world of business, such as in the fields of banking and 
finance, as well as for many other jobs in today’s 
globalised world. 
 

What are the entry requirements? 
 
Minimum of Grade 5 in GCSE Spanish. 
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