
 Year 7 & 8 reading list 

 

Reading lists are intended as a guide.  They are a suggestion of titles students may enjoy at 

this point in their life.  The list below endeavours to be inclusive and suitable to readers who 

are 11 to 14 years of age.  This is not to say that they cannot be read and enjoyed by 

younger or older readers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Something I said by Ben Baily Smith                                                                                                          
For thirteen-year-old Carmichael Taylor, life is one big joke - in a 

good way. 

He just can't understand why no one else seems to find everything as 

funny as he does. When Car is filmed stumbling into performing a 

piece of hilarious stand-up at the school talent show - targeting his 

family, school and friends - the footage ends up creating international 

infamy. 

But with the promise of fame and fortune comes trouble, and it's up 

to Car to decide what or who he's willing to risk to chase his comedy 

dream. Get ready to laugh at life with this heart-warming, 

unashamedly honest and hilarious look at family, friendship and what 

really matters. 

Book Level 5.00, Quiz No: 241320, Points 10.00 

Links: Oliver Amazon Essex Library 

Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman                                                       

‘You're all behaving like animals! Worse than animals - like 

blankers!'  

Sephy is a Cross: she lives a life of privilege and power. But she's 

lonely, and burns with injustice at the world she sees around her. 

Callum is a nought: he's considered to be less than nothing - a 

blanker, there to serve Crosses - but he dreams of a better life. 

They've been friends since they were children, and they both know 

that's as far as it can ever go. 

Noughts and Crosses are fated to be bitter enemies - love is out of 

the question. Then - in spite of a world that is fiercely against them 

- these star-crossed lovers choose each other. 

But this is love story that will lead both of them into terrible danger 

. . . and which will have shocking repercussions for generations to 

come. 

Voted as one of the UK's best-loved books, Malorie Blackman's 

Noughts & Crosses is a seminal piece of YA fiction; a true modern 

classic. 

Book Level 4.00, Quiz No: 205441, Points 14.00 

Links: Oliver Amazon ePlatform Essex Library  

 

https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/search?search=%5B%5D&facets=%5B%7B%22field%22%3A%22title%22%2C%22terms%22%3A%5B%22something%20i%20said%22%5D%7D%5D&useListInput=false&isReloadFacets=true&searchField=KEYWORD&searchTerm=something%20i%20said
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Something-Said-Ben-Bailey-Smith/dp/1526628686/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=something+I+said&qid=1676903048&s=books&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=something+I+said
https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/b40f8b1eac10016f002d69114bf489ab
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Noughts-Crosses-1/dp/B004OYEKY0/ref=sr_1_1?crid=11PDBIXUZJRYI&keywords=noughts+and+crosses+malorie+blackman&qid=1676903745&s=books&sprefix=noughts+a%2Cstripbooks%2C294&sr=1-1
https://bchs.eplatform.co/title/9781446454978/mp3?pid=100143283
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=noughts+and+crosses


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pig heart boy By Malorie Blackman                                                                                                   

I was always a spectator, never a participant. I didn't call that 

living. I was alive - but that was all.' Cameron is thirteen, and all 

he wants is a 'normal' life - friends, swimming, school, family. 

But his life is far from normal. Not every thirteen-year-old 

desperately needs a new heart because theirs doesn't work 

properly. 

Finally, one doctor offers hope. Cameron could - if he and his 

parents agree - take part in a radical and controversial 

procedure involving the transplant of a pig's heart into his 

human body.It's risky. And it's never been done before . . . 

While Cameron comes to terms with the idea, he finds the 

world around him is much less accepting. 

But surely everyone will understand that it's better to have a 

pig's heart that works than a human heart that doesn't - won't 

they . . .?' 

Book Level 4.30, Quiz No: 201274, Points 8.00 

Links: Oliver ePlatform  Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

Anzac Boys by Tony Bradman                                                                                                          
A gripping historical tale based on a tragic episode of World 

War One. 

Bert and his little brother Frank are orphans. Determined to 

stay together, tragedy strikes when they are transported out of 

the country to serve as cheap labour in the British colonies and 

end up separated; Bert to Australia and Frank to New Zealand. 

Years pass. As the Great War dawns in Europe, the ANZACs 

send their soldiers to storm Gallipoli, but can the battlefield 

also serve as a reunion for the two brothers? 

Particularly suitable for struggling, reluctant and dyslexic 

readers. 

Book Level 4.90, Quiz No: 228254, Points 2.00, 

Links: Oliver Amazon Essex Libraries 

https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/b411f308ac10016f005a07d5e9c586e0
https://bchs.eplatform.co/title/9781446453551/epub?pid=21794454
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pig-Heart-Boy-Paperback-2004/dp/B08XX7L3W5/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3UY5D28GM6VUW&keywords=pig+heart+boy&qid=1676904259&s=books&sprefix=pig+%2Cstripbooks%2C121&sr=1-2
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=pig+heart+boy
https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/42b5f09d0a23322e014d12c0555794e3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/ANZAC-Boys-Tony-Bradman/dp/1781124345/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1WWVZZCHBI118&keywords=anzac+boys&qid=1678096089&s=books&sprefix=anzac+boys%2Cstripbooks%2C357&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=Anzac+boys


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mortal Instruments series By Cassandra 

Clare 

City of Bones - book 1: Sixteen-year-old Clary Fray is an ordinary 

teenager, who likes hanging out in Brooklyn with her friends. 

But everything changes the night she witnesses a murder, 

committed by a group of teens armed with medieval 

weaponry. The murderous group are Shadowhunters, secret 

warriors dedicated to driving demons out of this dimension and 

back into their own. 

Drawn inexorably into a terrifying world, Clary slowly begins to 

learn the truth about her family - and the battle for the fate of 

the world. 

Book Level 5.00, Quiz No: 213262, Points 20.00 

Links: Oliver ePlatform Amazon Essex Libraries 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins  

Set in a dark vision of the near future, a terrifying reality TV 

show is taking place. 

Twelve boys and twelve girls are forced to appear in a live event 

called The Hunger Games. 

There is only one rule: kill or be killed. When sixteen-year-old 

Katniss Everdeen steps forward to take her younger sister's 

place in the games, she sees it as a death sentence. 

But Katniss has been close to death before. For her, survival is 

second nature. 

Book Level 5.30, Quiz No: 217151, Points 15.00, 

Links: Oliver ePlatform Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/279f04160a23322e00329946888b16cb
https://bchs.eplatform.co/title/9781406331417/epub?pid=19971131
https://www.amazon.co.uk/City-Bones-Mortal-Instruments-1/dp/1406307629/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678097563&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=city+of+bones
https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/3602e83c0a23322e00fcb6a62f0a4798
https://bchs.eplatform.co/title/9781781662717/epub?pid=22922846
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Hunger-Games-Trilogy-Book-one/dp/1407132083/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678098022&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=hunger+games


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The soup movement By Ben Davis                                                                        
To aid his recovery from a life-threatening illness Jordan and 

his family move out of the city for a healthy new start. 

Jordan's getting enough funny looks as the new boy at school 

as it is, without his Mum giving him homemade soup every day 

for lunch! 

But when Jordan meets a homeless man called Harry, and gives 

him the soup, it is the start of an unlikely friendship. 

Soon the two of them begin giving soup to the other homeless 

people around town and when his sister shares their antics on 

Instagram the #SOUPMOVEMENT begins-they even make it on 

the news! 

Book Level 4.30, Quiz No: 241347, Points 8.00 

Links: Oliver Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

When the Sky Falls by Phil Earle     

It's 1940, and Joseph has been packed off to stay with Mrs F, a 

gruff woman with no great fondness for children. To Joseph's 

amazement, she owns the rundown city zoo where Joseph 

meets Adonis, a huge silverback gorilla. Adonis is ferociously 

strong and dangerous, but Joseph finds he has an affinity with 

the lonely beast. But when the bombs begin to fall, it is up to 

Joseph to guard Adonis's cage should it be damaged by a blast. 

Will Joseph be ready to pull the trigger if it comes to it? 'When 

the Sky Falls' is inspired by a true story. 

Book Level 5.40, Quiz No: 240826, Points 11.00 

Links: Oliver ePlatform Amazon Essex libraries 

https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/458616480a2332466ac92ac4002a0f8e
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Soup-Movement-Ben-Davis/dp/0192749234/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3S3E0YPQ0WN2C&keywords=the+soup+movement&qid=1678098932&s=books&sprefix=the+soup+movment%2Cstripbooks%2C127&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=the+soup+movement
https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/a26d79f10a3c005a68b5c6310049d314
https://bchs.eplatform.co/title/9781787612082/epub?pid=100401499
https://www.amazon.co.uk/When-Sky-Falls-Phil-Earle/dp/1783449659/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678100868&sr=8-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=when+the+sky+falls


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Book of Stolen Dreams By David Farr                                                                                       

When Rachel and Robert are passed a stolen book by their 

librarian father, they have to go on the run and protect it at all 

costs. 

With their father captured and everyone hunting for the Book, 

they must uncover its secrets and track down the final, missing 

page. But the cruel and calculating Charles Malstain is on their 

trail. 

When the children discover the astonishing, magical truth 

about the Book, they resolve to do everything in their power to 

stop it falling into his hands. 

For if it does, he could rule forever. Step inside the pages of an 

immortal adventure and discover a truly unforgettable journey 

of wonder, courage and magic... 

Book Level 4.90, Quiz No: 241937, Points 11.00 

Links: Oliver  Amazon Essex libraries 

 

 

All the Things That Could Go Wrong By 

Stewart Foster 

Nothing has been the same since Dan’s big brother left, and 

he's taking it out on the nearest and weakest target: Alex. Alex 

is struggling. His severe OCD makes it hard for him to leave the 

house, especially when Dan and his gang are waiting for him at 

school . . . Then the boys' mums arrange for them to meet up 

and finish building the raft that Dan started with his brother. 

Two enemies stuck together for the whole of the school 

Book Level 3.90 Quiz No: 233183, Points 10.00 

Links: Oliver Amazon Essex libraries 

 

https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/56e0f6870a3c005a0412ee40002f537c
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Book-Stolen-Dreams-David-Farr/dp/1801315132/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678101328&sr=8-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=book+of+stolen+dreams
https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/3b6013e90a233246009b2d14000256f1
https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/3b6013e90a233246009b2d14000256f1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=all+the+thing+that+could+go+wrong


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fireborn By Aisling Fowler 

Fireborn is an epic quest, perfect for fans of the His Dark 

Materials and The School for Good and Evil series, which will 

spin readers into a magical world like no other and introduce 

them to an unforgettable new heroine named Twelve. 

A FIERCE HEROINE RISES 

Twelve has spoken the Pledge and now she is a Huntling. She 
has given up her name to train in the art of fighting monsters, 
and she won’t choose a new one until she has earned it. But 
when her friend is taken, Twelve sets off on a dangerous 
journey to rescue her. Teaming up with Dog, the stone 
Guardian of the Hunting Lodge, Twelve ends up on an epic 
adventure that will change her life, her name – and her entire 
world. 

Links: Oliver  Amazon Essex libraries 

 

 

Anne Frank – Diary of a Young Girl 

Anne Frank's diary is among the most enduring documents of 

the 20th century. 

She documented her life in hiding from 12 June 1942 to 1 

August 1944. 

Initially, she wrote it strictly for herself. Then, one day in 1944, 

Gerrit Bolkestein, a member of the Dutch government in exile, 

announced in a radio broadcast from London that after the war 

he hoped to collect eyewitness accounts of the suffering of the 

Dutch people under the German occupation, which could be 

made available to the public. As an example, he specifically 

mentioned letters and diaries. 

Anne Frank decided that when the war was over she would 

publish a book based on her diary. 

The diary of a young girl.   Anne Frank's diary is among the most 

enduring documents of the 20th century. 

Links: Oliver ePlatform Amazon  

 

https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/61c728dc0a3c005a10fc1b4b005d208a
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Fireborn-extraordinary-thrilling-childrens-adventure/dp/0008394180/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678102342&sr=8-2
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=twelve+and+the+frozen+Forest
https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/56e0f4d90a23324651621874000672ca
https://bchs.eplatform.co/title/9780141971667/epub?pid=25555558
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Diary-Young-Girl-Anne-Frank/dp/9386690381/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678108030&sr=8-1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The graveyard book By Neil Gaimon 

Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a normal boy. 

He would be completely normal if he didn't live in a graveyard, 

raised and educated by ghosts. There, living among the dead, 

Bod discovers that he possesses remarkable magical powers: 

he can avoid people's notice, scare them, and even invade their 

dreams. There are dangers and adventures for Bod in the 

graveyard. 

But it is in the land of the living that the real danger lurks, for it 

is there that the man Jack lives - and he has sinister plans for 

Bod...  

WINNER OF THE LOCUS YOUNG ADULT AWARDWINNER OF 

THE HUGO BEST NOVEL PRIZEWINNER OF THE BOOKTRUST 

TEENAGE AWARD 

Quiz No: 215816, Points 10.00, Book Level 5.10, 

Links: Oliver ePlatform Amazon Essex Libraries 

The Island at the End of Everything  

by Kiran Milwood Hargrave 

 
A Thought provoking and atmospheric story about Amihan who 

lives on Culion Island, where some of the inhabitants – 

including her mother – have leprosy. 

Ami loves her home – with its blue seas and lush forests, Culion 

is all she has ever known. But the arrival of malicious 

government official Mr Zamora changes her world forever: 

islanders untouched by sickness are forced to leave. 

Banished across the sea, she's desperate to return, and finds a 

strange and fragile hope in a colony of butterflies. Can they 

lead her home before it's too late?  

Book Level 5.00, Quiz No: 232944, Points 8.00,  

Links: Oliver Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

 

https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/b41223e4ac10016f00b016775b23e078
https://bchs.eplatform.co/title/9781408808207/epub?pid=22444079
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Graveyard-Book-Neil-Gaiman/dp/0747594805/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2SLNA7LQJ6QJU&keywords=the+graveyard+book+neil+gaiman&qid=1678112738&sprefix=the+gravey%2Caps%2C192&sr=8-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=the+graveyard+book
https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/3397b9370a2332460095818c0009df0b
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Island-End-Everything-Shortlisted-Childrens/dp/1910002763/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3OT7MYUGDKU2N&keywords=the+island+at+the+end+of+everything&qid=1678113186&sprefix=the+island+at+the+%2Caps%2C93&sr=8-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=the+island+at+the+end+of+everything


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pop! By Mitch Johnson  

An outrageous theft. A huge reward. Two friends on the run. An 

uproariously funny, action-packed new adventure about the power of 

courage, standing up for what's right, and fizzy drinks, from the award-

winning author of Kick. Queenie stares out at the ocean and dreams of 

a world beyond her small-town. 

She's about to get her wish... When the priceless recipe to the world's 

most popular drink - thought to be lost forever - washes up at her feet, 

Queenie's life instantly changes. 

Everyone wants it, and with a $10 million bounty on her head, 

Queenie's soon on the run. Pursued by bounty hunters, black-ops 

helicopters and angry mobs, Queenie's journey involves a trip to Area 

51, a man-eating alligator and an unlikely new friend, Todd. But being 

on the run also makes Queenie begin to see the world around her more 

clearly - a world in which a big corporation's excess has left the planet 

covered in its plastic bottles and waste. 

Suddenly, the home she always dreamed of escaping, and the ocean 

she grew up with and took for granted, don't seem so bad. If Queenie 

and Todd can bring down the bad guys, maybe she can go back home 

and make a difference... 

Book Level 5.70, Quiz No: 242162, Points 9.00 

Links: Oliver Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

Becoming Mohamid Ali by Alexander Kwame 

and James Patterson    

Kwame Alexander and James Patterson join forces to vividly depict his 

life up to age seventeen in both prose and verse, including his 

childhood friends, struggles in school, the racism he faced, and his 

discovery of boxing. 

Readers will learn about Cassius' family and neighbours in Louisville, 

Kentucky, and how, after a thief stole his bike, Cassius began training 

as an amateur boxer at age twelve. 

Before long, he won his first Golden Gloves bout and began his 

transformation into the unrivalled Muhammad Ali. Fully authorised by 

and written in cooperation with the Muhammad Ali estate, and vividly 

brought to life by Dawud Anyabwile's dynamic artwork, Becoming 

Muhammad Ali captures the budding charisma and youthful 

personality of one of the greatest sports heroes of all time. 

Book Level 5.40, Quiz No: 243136, Points 3.00 

Links: Oliver Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/4ffa98a40a3c005a1ec9911f00260c05
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pop-drinks-trillion-dollars-adventure/dp/1510107614/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678114360&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=Pop
https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/aaea1a530a3c005a2b693336006b29f5
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Becoming-Muhammad-Ali-James-Patterson/dp/0316498173/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678116048&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=muhamed+ali


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skulduggery Pleasant by Derek Landy 

Stephanie's uncle Gordon is a writer of horror fiction. But when he 

dies and leaves her his estate, Stephanie learns that while he may 

have written horror, it certainly wasn't fiction. 

Pursued by evil forces intent on recovering a mysterious key, 

Stephanie finds help from an unusual source -- the wisecracking 

skeleton of a dead wizard. When all hell breaks loose, it's lucky for 

Skulduggery that he's already dead. Though he's about to discover 

that being a skeleton doesn't stop you from being tortured, if the 

torturer is determined enough. And if there's anything Skulduggery 

hates, it's torture! 

Will evil win the day? Will Stephanie and Skulduggery stop 

bickering long enough to stop it? One thing's for sure: evil won't 

know what's hit it. 

Book Level 4.90, Quiz No: 213843, Points 10.00 

Links: Oliver  ePlatform Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L'Engle  
When Charles and Meg Murry go searching through a 'wrinkle in 

time' for their lost father, they find themselves on an evil planet 

where all life is enslaved by a huge pulsating brain known as 'It'. 
 

Meg, Charles and their friend Calvin embark on a cosmic journey 

helped by the funny and mysterious trio of guardian angels, Mrs 

Whatsit, Mrs Who and Mrs Which. Together they must find the 

weapon that will defeat ‘It’.  

 

A ground-breaking and inspiring story of travel through time and 

space to battle a cosmic evil which has sold millions of copies and 

transformed children's literature. 

 

Winner of the Newbery Medal. 

 

Book Level 4.70, Quiz No: 200032, Points 7.00 

 

Links: ePlatform Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/b411f093ac10016f00b21829c6fd8ca3
https://bchs.eplatform.co/title/9780007279005/epub?pid=1023190
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Skulduggery-Pleasant-book/dp/0007241623/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678116520&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=skulduggery
https://bchs.eplatform.co/title/9780141929569/epub?pid=25554647
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Wrinkle-Puffin-Madeleine-3-Jul-2014-Paperback/dp/B011T7SJ0U/ref=sr_1_3?crid=2CGPSRT43IILS&keywords=a+wrinkle+in+time&qid=1678117069&s=books&sprefix=a+wrinkle+in+time%2Cstripbooks%2C326&sr=1-3
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=a+wrinkle+in+time


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

War Horse By Michael Morpurgo  

                                                                                                       
Before the Steven Spielberg film, before the National Theatre 

production, there was the classic children's novel... In the deadly 

chaos of the First World War, one horse witnesses the reality of 

battle from both sides of the trenches. 

 

Bombarded by artillery, with bullets knocking riders from his back, 

Joey tells a powerful story of the truest friendships surviving in 

terrible times. 

 

One horse has the seen the best and the worst of humanity. 

 

The power of war and the beauty of peace. This is his story. War 

Horse was adapted by Steven Spielberg as a major motion picture 

with Jeremy Irvine, Emily Watson, and Benedict Cumberbatch. 

 

Book Level 5.90, Quiz No: 204089, Points 6.00 

 

Links: Oliver Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo                                                                                                      
 

Heroism or cowardice? A stunning story of the First World War 

from a master storyteller. 

 

Told in the voice of a young soldier, the story follows 24 hours in 

his life at the front during WW1, and captures his memories as he 

looks back over his life. 

 

Full of stunningly researched detail and engrossing atmosphere, 

the book leads to a dramatic and moving conclusion. 

 

Both a love story and a deeply moving account of the horrors of 

the First World War, this book will reach everyone from 9 to 90. 

 

Book Level 5.20, Quiz No: 206723, Points 7.00 

 

Links: Oliver ePlatform Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/933114b80a23324649838a360034cdfe
https://www.amazon.co.uk/War-Horse-Nick-Stafford/dp/0571240151/ref=sr_1_6?crid=121F2GIKHJMOJ&keywords=warhorse&qid=1678117648&s=books&sprefix=warhorse%2Cstripbooks%2C397&sr=1-6
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=war+horse
https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/b411af76ac10016f01cd52e07a238c85
https://bchs.eplatform.co/title/9780007477838/epub?pid=21516885
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Private-Peaceful-Michael-Morpurgo/dp/0007486448/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678117919&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=private+peaceful


 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robin Hood series by Robert Muchamore                               
Hacking, heists & flaming arrows Bk 1 
 

A town. A forest. A hero. You can't go far without a quick brain and 

some rule-bending in a place like Locksley. 

 

After its vast car plants shut down, the prosperous town has 

become a wasteland of empty homes, toxic land and families on 

the brink. And it doesn't help that the authorities are in the 

clutches of profit-obsessed Sheriff of Nottingham, in cahoots with 

underworld boss Guy Gisborne. When his dad is framed for a 

robbery, Robin and his brother Little John are hounded out of 

Locksley and must learn to survive in the Sherwood Forest, 

stretching three hundred kilometres and sheltering the free spirits 

and outlaws. 

 

But Robin is determined to do more than survive. Small, fast and 

deadly with a bow, he hatches a plan to join forces with Marion 

Maid, harness his inimitable tech skills and strike a blow against 

Gisborne and the Sheriff.        

 

Book Level 6.70, Quiz No: 238949, Points 8.00 

Links: Oliver Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

Wonder by R.J. Palaicio 
(and follow up book Auggie & me : three Wonder 

stories)                                                                                                                     
'My name is August. I won't describe what I look like. Whatever 

you're thinking, it's probably worse.' 

 

Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary 

things - eating ice cream, playing on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - 

inside. But ordinary kids don't make other ordinary kids run away 

screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary kids aren't stared at wherever 

they go. Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been 

home-schooled by his parents his whole life. Now, for the first 

time, he's being sent to a real school - and he's dreading it. All he 

wants is to be accepted - but can he convince his new classmates 

that he's just like them, underneath it all?  

 

A funny, frank, astonishingly moving debut - and a true global 

phenomenon - to read in one sitting, pass on to others, and 

remember long after the final page. 

 

Book Level 4.80, Quiz No: 221728, Points 11.00 

Links: Oliver ePlatform Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/8a99937d0a3c005a229be685003fc363
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Collection-Muchamore-Paintballs-Hacking-Flaming/dp/9124098418/ref=sr_1_1?crid=232UU9IHEY5HX&keywords=Hacking+Heists+Flaming+Arrows&qid=1678182180&s=books&sprefix=hacking+heists+flaming+arrows%2Cstripbooks%2C58&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=Hacking+Heists+Flaming+Arrows
https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/search?search=%5B%5D&facets=%5B%7B%22field%22%3A%22author%22%2C%22terms%22%3A%5B%22Palacio%2C%20R.%20J%22%5D%7D%5D&useListInput=false&isReloadFacets=true&searchField=KEYWORD&searchTerm=wonder
https://bchs.eplatform.co/title/9781448119141/epub?pid=19988901
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Wonder-R-J-Palacio/dp/0552565970/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678185201&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=wonder


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northern Lights: His Dark Materials 1 

by Philip Pullman 

Lyra Belacqua and her animal daemon live half-wild and 

carefree among scholars of Jordan College, Oxford. The 

destiny that awaits her will take her to the frozen lands of 

the Arctic, where witch-clans reign and ice-bears fight. Her 

extraordinary journey will have immeasurable 

consequences far beyond her own world... 

 

Book Level 6.20,Quiz No: 200740, Points 19.00 

  
Links: Oliver ePlatform Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

The boy at the back of the class by 

Onjali Q. Rauf                                                    

The Boy at the Back of the Class is a child's perspective on 

the refugee crisis, highlighting the importance of friendship 

and kindness in a world that doesn't always make sense. 

There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but 

now a new boy called Ahmet is sitting in it. He's nine years 

old (just like me), but he's very strange. 

 

He never talks and never smiles and doesn't like sweets - 

not even lemon sherbets, which are my favourite! But then 

I learned the truth: Ahmet really isn't very strange at all. 

 

He's a refugee who's run away from a War. A real one. With 

bombs and fires and bullies that hurt people. And the more 

I find out about him, the more I want to help. That's where 

my best friends Josie, Michael and Tom come in. Because 

you see, together we've come up with a plan. . . 

 

Book Level 5.40, Quiz No: 234973, Points 9.00 

Links: Oliver Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/1defc5320a2332460127dad800108305
https://bchs.eplatform.co/title/9781448196876/epub?pid=23860608
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Northern-Lights-His-Dark-Materials-ebook/dp/B00SSJYFAQ/ref=sr_1_2?crid=342RVGCK0LEYT&keywords=northern+lights+philip+pullman&qid=1678186068&s=books&sprefix=northan+lights%2Cstripbooks%2C80&sr=1-2
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=northern+lights
https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/bf5a41ce0a2332460089044c000c20a3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Boy-At-Back-Class/dp/1510105018/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678187525&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=The+boy+at+the+back+of+the+class+


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar 

Children By Ransom Riggs 
 

A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage. And a strange 

collection of very curious photographs. It all waits to be 

discovered in Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children, an 

unforgettable novel that mixes fiction and photography in a 

thrilling reading experience. 

 

As our story opens, a horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-

old Jacob journeying to a remote island off the coast of Wales, 

where he discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine's 

Home for Peculiar Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned 

bedrooms and hallways, it becomes clear that the children 

who once lived here - one of whom was his own grandfather - 

were more than just peculiar. They may have been dangerous. 

They may have been quarantined on a desolate island for good 

reason. And somehow - impossible though it seems - they may 

still be alive. 

 

A spine-tingling fantasy illustrated with haunting vintage 

photography, Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children will 

delight adults, teens, and anyone who relishes an adventure in 

the shadows.    

 

Book Level 5.70, Quiz No: 229672, Points 13.00 

 

Links: Oliver ePlatform Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

Percy Jackson and the lightning thief   

 

The Lightning Thief: the first book in Rick Riordan's Percy 

Jackson series.  

 

Look, I didn't want to be a half-blood. I never asked to be the 

son of a Greek god. I was just a normal kid, going to school, 

playing basketball, skateboarding. The usual. Until I 

accidentally vaporized my maths teacher. That's when things 

started really going wrong. Now I spend my time fighting with 

swords, battling monsters with my friends and generally trying 

to stay alive. 

 

This is the one where Zeus, God of the Sky, thinks I've stolen 

his lightning bolt - and making Zeus angry is a very bad idea . .  

 

Book Level 4.50, Quiz No: 210657, Points 13.00 

 

Links: Oliver ePlatform Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/53a7d2200a2332460000abb80003d284
https://bchs.eplatform.co/search?query=Miss+Peregrine%27s+Home+for+Peculiar+Children&Search-Global-Desktop=
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Miss-Peregrines-Home-Peculiar-Children/dp/1594746036/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678188548&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=Miss+Peregrine%27s+Home+for+Peculiar+Children
https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/b41206d2ac10016f019b1d77d81eb52b
https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/b41206d2ac10016f019b1d77d81eb52b
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Percy-Jackson-Lightning-Thief-Book/dp/0141346809/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678188908&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=percy+jackson+and+the+lightening+thief


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys                                                                                                               
 

It's early 1945 and a group of people trek across Germany, 

bound together by their desperation to reach the ship that 

can take them away from the war-ravaged land. 

 

Four young people, each haunted by their own dark secret, 

narrate their unforgettable stories. 

 

Fans of The Book Thief or Helen Dunmore's The Siege will be 

totally absorbed. This inspirational novel is based on a true 

story from the Second World War. 

 

When the German ship the Wilhelm Gustloff was sunk in port 

in early 1945 it had over 9000 civilian refugees, including 

children, on board. 

 

Nearly all were drowned. Ruta Sepetys, acclaimed author of 

Between Shades of Grey, brilliantly imagines their story. 

 

Book Level 4.50, Quiz No: 231098, Points 10.00 

Links: Oliver ePlatform Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

Ajay and the Mumbai sun by Varsha Shah    

Abandoned on the Mumbai railways, Ajay has grown up with 

nothing but a burning wish to be a journalist. Finding an 

abandoned printing press, he and his friends Saif, Vinod, 

Yasmin and Jai create their own newspaper: The Mumbai Sun. 

 As they hunt down stories for their paper, the children 

uncover corruption, fight for justice and battle to save their 

slum from bulldozers. But against some of the most powerful 

forces in the city, can Ajay and his friends really succeed in 

bringing the truth to light? Not to mention win the most 

important cricket match ever ... A high-stakes adventure story 

full of heart, written against the backdrop of modern India 

 

Links: Oliver Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

 

https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/1423b0ec0a2332460102f50f001403dc
https://bchs.eplatform.co/search?query=salt+to+the+sea&Search-Global-Desktop=
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Salt-Sea-Ruta-Sepetys/dp/0141347406/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678202632&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=salt+to+the+sea
https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/5b8113990a3c005a2c9576670041272b
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ajay-Mumbai-Sun-Childrens-Competition/dp/1913696332/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678203191&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=Ajay+and+the+Mumbai+sun+


 
 

 

                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Beast of Harwood Forest by Dan Smith 

What's hiding in Harwood Forest? When Pete, Nancy and Krish 

arrive at Heathland Camp for a school trip, they're in for an 

adventure - just not the kind they were expecting. Nearby sits 

the abandoned Harwood Institute. The crumbling buildings are 

out of bounds but strange screams come from the surrounding 

forest at night. 

Mystery shrouds the events that took place at the institute 

during the war, so Pete and his friends make it their mission to 

find out the truth. 

But the forest is hiding a sinister secret, and the trio could be in 

real danger ... Are some mysteries best left undisturbed? 

Book Level 4.40, Quiz No: 240311, Points 2.00 

Links: Oliver Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

Lockwood and Co by Jonathan Stroud                                                                                                    

Now a major Netflix series! 

When the dead come back to haunt the living, Lockwood & 

Co. step in . . . For more than fifty years, the country has been 

affected by a horrifying epidemic of ghosts. 

A number of Psychic Investigations Agencies have sprung up to 

destroy the dangerous apparitions. Lucy Carlyle, a talented 

young agent, arrives in London hoping for a notable career. 

Instead she finds herself joining the smallest most ramshackle 

agency in the city, run by the charismatic Anthony Lockwood. 

When one of their cases goes horribly wrong, Lockwood & Co. 

have one last chance of redemption. Unfortunately this 

involves spending the night in one of the most haunted houses 

in England, and trying to escape alive. Set in a city stalked by 

spectres, The Screaming Staircase is the first in a chilling new 

series full of suspense, humour and truly terrifying ghosts. 

Your nights will never be the same again. . . 

Book Level 5.10, Quiz No: 225254, Points 14.00 

Links: Oliver ePlatform Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

 

https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/a4b040600a3c005a3b329ce000177804
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Beast-Harwood-Forest-Dan-Smith/dp/1781129878/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678203649&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=The+Beast+of+Harwood+Forest
https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/9e6fff2a0a23322e01e3d897e052d0ff
https://bchs.eplatform.co/title/9781448121786/epub?pid=21793534
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lockwood-Co-Screaming-Staircase-Book/dp/0552566780/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678204507&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=Lockwood+and+co


 

 

 

                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Outlaws Scarlette and Browne by 

Jonathan Stroud 

England has been radically changed by a series of 

catastrophes - large cities have disappeared and London has 

been replaced by a lagoon. 

The surviving population exists in fortified towns where they 

cling to traditional ways, while strangely evolved beasts prowl 

the wilderness beyond. Conformity is rigidly enforced and 

those who fall foul of the rules are persecuted: some are killed, 

others are driven out into the wilds. 

Only a few fight back - and two of these outlaws, Scarlett 

McCain and Albert Browne, display an audacity and talent that 

makes them legends.  

This adventure - starring a pair of charismatic anti-heroes, 

intensely cinematic action laced with characteristically dry wit, 

and a mash-up genres - crammed with gun fights, monsters 

and shadowy government operatives. 

Book Level 5.30, Quiz No: 241439, Points 16.00 

Links: Oliver ePlatform Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

The hate u give (THUG) by Angie Thomas                                                                                                              

Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor 

neighbourhood where she was born and raised and her posh 

high school in the suburbs. 

The uneasy balance between them is shattered when Starr is 

the only witness to the fatal shooting of her unarmed best 

friend, Khalil, by a police officer. 

Now what Starr says could destroy her community. It could 

also get her killed. Inspired by the Black Lives Matter 

movement, this is a powerful and gripping YA novel about one 

girl's struggle for justice. 

 

Book Level 3.90, Quiz No: 231882, Points 13.00  

Links: Oliver ePlatform Amazon Essex Libraries 

 

https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/6eed32ff0a3c005a3b5cb6700019c086
https://bchs.eplatform.co/title/9781529501438/epub?pid=40976017
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Outlaws-Scarlett-Browne-Book/dp/B09SGLBBGZ/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2U4VNWTCUH619&keywords=scarlett+and+browne&qid=1678276600&s=books&sprefix=scarlette+and+brow%2Cstripbooks%2C181&sr=1-2
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=scarlette+and+browne
https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/resources/details/0c5ff8ea0a23324600002156000e7952
https://bchs.eplatform.co/title/9781406375114/epub?pid=29311627
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Hate-U-Give-Angie-Thomas/dp/1432893378/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678277042&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=the+hate+u+give


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House of Clouds by Lisa Thompson   

Tabby's fed up. Fed up with losing her best friend and fed up 

that Grandad has come to stay. Grandad's always telling the 

same old silly, made-up stories and now Tabby has to walk his 

smelly dog Buster every day after school. When one of Tabby's 

walks takes her to a lonely hilltop house she spots something 

strange going on. So strange she can't help but mention it to 

Grandad who of course turns it all into another fantasy. But 

when tragedy strikes, Tabby's left wondering if Grandad's 

impossible story could be true? 

A poignant and uplifting story of family, connection and 

imagination, from the Blue Peter Book Award shortlisted 

author of Owen and the Soldier. 

Particularly suitable for struggling, reluctant or dyslexic 

readers 

Book Level 4.20, Quiz No: 238859, Points 2.00 

Links: Oliver Amazon Essex Libraries 

  

https://bchs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/search?search=%5B%5D&facets=%5B%7B%22field%22%3A%22title%22%2C%22terms%22%3A%5B%22the%20house%20of%20clouds%22%5D%7D%5D&useListInput=false&isReloadFacets=true&searchField=KEYWORD&searchTerm=the%20house%20of%20clouds
https://www.amazon.co.uk/House-Clouds-Lisa-Thompson/dp/1781129061/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1678279236&sr=1-1
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/search?term=the+house+of+clouds


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


