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Dear students, 
 
 
Years 10 and 11 offer new and exciting opportunities where you will be working on your GCSE and BTEC 
qualifications.  You will be using and further developing the skills you have gained up to this point. 
 
Whilst studying for GCSEs and BTECs clearly involves a higher level of study and application, it also 
provides you with opportunities to stretch yourself and focus on subjects which you have chosen. All of 
you will continue to study the core subjects of English, maths, combined science, PE and EP/PHSEE 
through to the end of Year 11. You will also all study geography or history and a language (if you 
currently study one) to the end of Year 11.  
 
You are able to make choices for some of your subjects.  In order to do this your teachers will provide 
information and advice.  This will then enable you to choose your options. 
 
In this booklet you will find descriptions of subjects available.  Additional information may be obtained 
from your subject teachers and from your tutor. 
 
Although we would be delighted to be able to run every course listed in this booklet, courses will only 
be put on the timetable next year if sufficient numbers of students choose them. 
 
We will help you to select the best courses.  The school and your parents and carers will support you 
but only you can make it successful by working hard at all times, both in school and at home. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Ms P Rahman 
Acting Headteacher 
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Year 9 Personalised Learning 2022-2023 

 
This booklet has been designed to help you through the process of choosing which subjects you will 
study in Key Stage 4. 
 
Throughout the whole process you will have lots of help from your subject teachers, form tutor and 
other staff at the school. 
 

What is in the booklet? 
The booklet has been designed to provide you with the information that you will need to make 
appropriate choices for the next two years.   It is divided into three sections: 
 

1. General information about the curriculum 
 

2. Some guidance on how to make subject choices 
 

3. Some information about the different subject that you can choose. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Careers Education and Guidance 
 
We believe we should provide: 
 

 Comprehensive, up-to-date careers information and an opportunity to attend a careers 
convention which offers education, training and employment information. 

 Advice and guidance which is impartial, up-to-date, and easily accessible and supports 
students in making informed career decisions. 

 A Careers Education Programme that is built on the basis that students need a variety of 
skills, knowledge, support and experience of work in order that they can make the right 
career choices. 

 Equality of opportunity in all our work. 
 
We provide careers interviews for all students in Year 11 and in Year 10 if needed. The school advisor 
carries out individual interviews with the students and parents are invited to attend if they wish to as 
we recognise the importance of parental involvement in the decision-making process.  

Key Dates 
TBC 
Options meetings for students 
 
TBC 
Y9 reports go home 

 
TBC 
Parents evening  
 
TBC 
Options form deadline 

 

  

 

PHSEE Lessons 
“Eyes on the Prize” pre-recorded event on options delivered 
by Anglia Ruskin University 
Lessons for using KUDOS online package and websites such 
as i-Could, BBC Bitesize and Career Pilot 
 
Form time 
Career of the week (ongoing since Y7) 
Friday PHSEE activities focussing in choosing options and 
careers 
 
Subject areas 
Promoting careers and GCSE/BTEC course and where it can 
lead 

 

Key Dates 
 
Options Evening 
26th April 
 
Parents Evening 
3rd May 
 
Options form deadline 
12th May 
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Information & Guidance  
 

There is a wide variety of ways your child can access information and guidance in choosing their GCSE 
options.  
 

• During normal Key Stage 3 lessons individual subject teachers will discuss students’ progress this 
year and their prospects for Key Stage 4 courses  
 

• Subjects not delivered at Key Stage 3 (psychology, sociology, business, film studies) have been a part 
of a “carousel” of lessons and students have been able to learn about them in some detail 
 

• Students can access additional guidance in the library/via e-mail. 
 

• Form time activities this half term 
 

• Head of Year 9 and Tutors will also play an important role in advising students on the process and 
appropriate options.  
 

• There are excellent careers websites given in this booklet for you and child to explore, as well as links 
to related careers/professions alongside subject information. 
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Sources of advice and guidance  
 
Kudos https://kudos.cascaid.co.uk/  
 
In PHSEE lessons you will use this website over several lessons during April and May. Kudos 
will give you all the information you need to make important decisions about future careers 
and what subjects, courses and training you can do to reach your career destination. If you 
are unsure of what careers you might be interested in, Kudos can give ideas based on what 
you like and dislike. You can also discover what careers your subjects can lead to. It is packed 
with information on what employers are looking for, what you can earn and what 
qualifications you’ll need. In your PHSEE lessons Mrs Szabo will show you how to get the most 
from the website.  Mrs Smy will be supporting these lessons too. 
 
To view the Parents’ Guide please visit www.cascaid.co.uk/support/products/kudos/getting-
started/guides/ 
 
School library In the BCHS Library there is a well stocked careers area and during breaktime 
and lunchtime Mrs Smy is available to answer any questions and arrange a careers meeting 
for you. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://kudos.cascaid.co.uk/
http://www.cascaid.co.uk/support/products/kudos/getting-started/guides/
http://www.cascaid.co.uk/support/products/kudos/getting-started/guides/
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“Personalised learning for all” 

Key Stage 4 Curriculum – Year 10 and 11 
 

Each student will receive a personalised options form from their form tutor during their options 
meeting in April. 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

English Language  English Language 
English Literature  English Literature 

Maths  Maths 

Combined science +  Combined science + 

Core non-examined PE  Core non-examined PE 
Core non-examined 
EP/PHSEE 

 Core non-examined 
EP/PHSEE 

Geography or History  Geography or History 
French or Spanish  Option 1 

Option 1  Option 2 

Option 2  Option 3 
 

 

Option subjects to choose from will be: 

Art & Design 

Business* 

Computer Science 

WJEC Construction 

 

Drama 

Film Studies  

Food Prep. & Nutrition 

Geography 

 

History  

Music 

Physical Education* 
Psychology 

Sociology 

Please ensure that time is spent considering which subjects you would like to study.  Once courses have 

started running in September of year 10 we do not plan on allowing students to change courses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students who currently 
study French or Spanish 
will continue to study this 
plus the core subjects, 
choose Geography or 
History and will be able to 
choose two options. 
 

Students who do not 
currently study French or 
Spanish will study a core of 
subjects, choose 
Geography or History and 
will be able to choose three 
options. 
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How to make the right choices 
 
 
It is really important that you make the right choices as these will be the subjects that you may have to study for the 
next two years.  Below we have listed a few do’s and don’ts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now is the time to complete the first item on the DO list – read the following pages carefully.  Remember if you need 
more information, ask the teacher who is named at the bottom of each subject page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DO 
 

 Make sure you read the subject information carefully 
 

 Ask for additional information if you are not sure about the subject information 
 

 Speak to the older students in your form group – they will be studying these subjects and will tell 
you exactly what they are like 

 
 Think about what you might like to do in the future, but give yourself some space for change 

 
 Choose subjects you are good at 

 
 Choose subjects that you enjoy 

 
 Choose subjects that fit your learning style (do you prefer practical activities?) 

 

DON’T 
 

 Pick a subject because your friend is doing it 
 

 Pick a subject because you like your current teacher 
 

 Pick a subject that you currently struggle with 
 

 Pick a subject that requires a particular skill that you don’t have 
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CORE 

SUBJECTS 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 

English Language: AQA Spec 8700 
Using a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts which span the 19th to the 21st Century, students will explore the 

ways in which writers present their ideas and perspectives.  They will investigate the intricacies of the written 

word by developing and refining their understanding of language analysis as well as learning how to craft their 

own examples of creative writing.  

 

English Literature: AQA Spec 8702   
The rich variety of literature studied on the GCSE course allows students to engage with the key ideas of power, 

relationships, identity, morality and responsibility.  In relation to the set texts, students will draw on prior 

knowledge of literary conventions and explore these in greater depth.  They will consider the significance of the 

text in relation to literary, historical and cultural context: both the production and reception. Through the study of 

specific extracts, students will explore and analyse the writer’s craft to develop an understanding of the 

characterisation, themes and motifs in greater depth. 

English Language Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

The aim of this paper is to engage students in a fictional text and inspire them to write creatively. 

Assessment Overview 

• written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

• 80 marks 

• 50% of GCSE 

Section A: Reading 

Students will answer four questions which focus on one extract from a literary text.  Students will consider how 
writers use language and structural feature to capture the readers’ interest.  

Section B: Writing 

Students will plan and write their own creative text to demonstrate their narrative and descriptive skills in 
response to a written prompt or image.  
 

English Language Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspective 

Paper 2 looks at how different writers present a similar topic over time.  The aim of this paper is to develop 
students’ insights into how writers convey their viewpoints and perspectives on issues or themes that are 
important to the way we think and how we live our lives.  

Assessment Overview 

• written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
• 80 marks 
• 50% of GCSE 

 

Section A: Reading 
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Students will read two sources from different time periods which are linked by topic, genre or theme.  They will 
consider how authors use language to convey their point of view to influence a reader.  

Section B: Writing 

To complete section B, students will write a piece of non-fiction text using a writing prompt as a stimulus.  They 
will be expected to consider audience, purpose and form and aim to persuasively express their opinion on a 
theme or topic. 

English Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel 

Assessment Overview 

• written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

• 64 marks 

• 40% of GCSE 

•  

Section A: Shakespeare 
Students will answer one question on William Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’. They will be required to write in detail 
about an extract from the play and then to write about the play as a whole. 
 
Section B: The 19th-century novel 
Students will answer one question on Robert Louis Stevenson’s ‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’. They 
will be required to write in detail about an extract from the novella and then to write about the novella as a 
whole. 
 

English Literature Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry 

Assessment Overview: 

• written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes 

• 96 marks 

• 60% of GCSE 

Section A: Modern Prose or Drama 

Students will answer one essay question from a choice of two which will be focused on the play written by J B 
Priestley ‘An Inspector Calls’.   

Section B: Poetry 

Students will answer one comparative question on one named poem printed on the paper and one other poem 
from the ‘Power and Conflict’ poetry anthology. 

Section C: Unseen Poetry 

 Students will write their responses in relation to two unseen poems.  Firstly, they will write a detailed response to 
a question which focuses on one of the unseen poems.  Then, they will answer a comparison question.  

There is NO controlled assessment or coursework in either course. 

MATHS 
Exam board: Edexcel 
Assessment: There are three papers that are all 1 hours and 30 minutes. 
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Paper 1 – Non Calculator 
Paper 2 – Calculator 
Paper 3 – Calculator 
Each paper is worth 80 marks.  
 
There are two different tiers: Foundation and Higher. Foundation tier allows you to achieve grades 1 to 5 and 
Higher tier allows you to achieve grades 4-9 (grade 3 allowed).  
 
GCSE Mathematics covers a wide range of basic mathematical knowledge and skills grouped into five areas. 

• Number 
• Algebra 
• Ratio, Proportion and rates of change 
• Geometry and measures 
• Statistics and Probability  

During Years  10 and 11 pupils will build on the work covered during Key Stage 3. Pupils will be expected to:  

• Use and apply standard techniques, recalling facts and formulae, and using them in multistage problems.  
• Reason, interpret and communicate mathematically by presenting reasoned, logical proofs and drawing 

conclusions.  
• Solve problems in various mathematical and other contexts. 

 
Being a mathematician at KS4 is not only about achieving a GCSE in maths at the end of the year, but to see that 
mathematics is applicable in everyday life. Students get the grades they need so that they a wider range of choices 
in the next stages of their education.   
 
Why is this course important for everyday life?  
Mathematics is the language of the universe and so helps us to understand the amazing and complex world 
around us. Your Mathematics GCSE is also an essential qualification if you would like to pursue further studies.  
 
What career opportunities are there from this course?  
A good GCSE grade in Mathematics will allow you to choose A Levels and a degree in a variety of fields including 
Mathematics, Statistics, and Physics. These include careers in accountancy, engineering, economics, finance, 
teaching and computing. 
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SCIENCE 

COMBINED SCIENCE [CORE]  
Specification: AQA 
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? Examination (100%) Combined Science GCSE will count as two GCSEs and will 
be examined by linear written assessments.  
The assessments will be six written papers, two for each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
All of the papers are 1 hour 15 minutes with foundation and higher tiers.  
Each paper has 70 marks and the papers are equally weighted, so each is worth 16.7% of the overall 
qualification. In addition to theory, questions will also be based on a series of prescribed practical 
activities which are carried out throughout the course. 
 
WHAT DOES THE COURSE OFFER ME?  
Gain two GCSEs in the Sciences  
The opportunity to study a core subject in the National Curriculum  
Knowledge and understanding of the world  
A combination of a practical and academic subject, a qualification in Science continues to be highly 
desirable to employers and is part of the English Baccalaureate qualification that universities and 
employers now consider to be an important indicator of a fully rounded student.  
 
WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?  
Biology – The study of human biology, organisms, evolution and the environment. Chemistry – The study 
of the nature of substances and how they react together, how chemistry is used in business and 
industry, and how our use of fuels affect the local and global environment.  
Physics – The study of the use and transfer of energy, as well as an insight into the nature of waves, 
radiation and space. They will also learn about the application of physics in the real world they live in. 
 
SKILLS INVOLVED  
Extended writing  
Using numbers  
Working with your hands  
Using ICT (not gaming) 
 
BEYOND GCSE  
 
Combined Science gives students a good knowledge of science and provides a firm foundation for 
further study at A-Level. Careers in Science based subjects include Engineering, Medicine, Nursing and 
Veterinary Science. 
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FRENCH OR SPANISH 

Specification: AQA French 8658   Spanish 8698 
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
GCSE French and Spanish have a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4–9). Students 
must take all four question papers (listening, speaking, reading and writing) at the same tier. Each skill 
counts for 25% of the final mark. Examinations take place at the end of the course and are marked 
externally although the speaking element is first conducted with your teacher and then sent away for 
marking.  
 
WHAT DOES THE COURSE OFFER ME?  
Gain a qualification in a Modern Foreign Language which will widen your horizons in terms of future 
study and job opportunities both here and abroad.  
The opportunity to study a core subject in the National Curriculum  
Knowledge and understanding of the language and culture of Hispanic and Francophone countries. 
An opportunity to gain the English Baccalaureate qualification which universities and employers now 
view as measure of a highly diversified education.  
 
WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?  
The study of three themes in the four skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking 
 Theme 1 Identity and culture 
 Theme 2 Local, national and international and global areas of interest 
 Theme 3 Current and future study and employment 
 
BENEFITS 
Improved memory 
Problem-solving and critical-thinking skills 
Enhanced concentration 
Ability to multitask 
Better listening skills 
 
BEYOND GCSE  
You can continue your study of French or Spanish at A level and at university but even if you don’t, a 
GCSE qualification will enable you to have a subject in your portfolio which may give you an advantage 
over others when applying for jobs.  
 
In a ‘global economy’, the ability to speak more than one language and knowledge of different cultures 
can be very useful in many different job sectors such as: - 

• civil service 
• education 
• hospitality and tourism 
• IT and telecommunications 
• law 
• marketing and publishing 
• media and journalism 
• recruitment and human resources 
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• retail sales and customer service 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core EP and PHSEE (non-examined) 

EP  
Students are actively encouraged to participate in class discussion and debate to gain an appreciation and 
respect of the differing views of one another. There is also opportunity to consider topical or current world 
events. Topics covered include: 
 
Question of faith 
Marriage 
Sexuality 
Life after death 
Friends and family 
What is love? 
 
PHSEE - lessons 
The taught PHSEE programme covers a variety of topics. These are regularly updated and reflect the changes in 
society and the needs of our students and community. Topics delivered will include: 
 
Identity 
Stereotyping 
Health and wellbeing 
Financial planning 
Safer sex and relationships 
Study skills 
Mental health 
Addiction  
Life in the real world 

 
PHSEE – form time 
One morning a week is dedicated to delivery of Employability projects covering topics on collaboration, 
computational thinking, communication and creativity, critical and reflective thinking, character, citizenship, 
personal statement and CV writing. 
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Core PE (non-examined) 

For those students who do not choose GCSE PE they will still participate in one compulsory lesson of PE a week 
where we will cover a huge variety of sports such as: netball, football, badminton, basketball, cricket, tennis, 
fitness, rounders and athletics. 
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Art & Design  

 
About the subject.  
Art and Design is a subject that develops your visual values and awareness of the world around us. It teaches you to 
develop practical skills such as the craft of drawing, but more importantly we encourage our students to use their 
imagination to explore ideas and then sustain a process of design from initial concept to final completion. These are 
transferable skills and disciplines that are so valuable in many different fields of work. We provide students the 
opportunity to explore a wide range of media and processes, including: Drawing, Painting, Ceramics, Printmaking and wire 
sculpture. We are also thrilled to now offer photographic processes both modern and traditional with the use of our very 
own dark room!  

You should consider this subject if you enjoy.. 
• developing your visual skills and engaging with the creative process of art, craft and design 

• developing and refining ideas 

• visits to galleries, museums, workshops and studios 

• experimenting and taking risks with your work, and learning from your experiences. 

Do you enjoy drawing, painting, photography, designing or any type of art and design? Are you prepared to put in the practice time 
necessary for this subject?  
You are expected to produce an appropriate quantity of coursework, it is still the ‘quality’ that achieves good grades. As a practical 
subject, art is extremely rewarding and very therapeutic, but does require real commitment. 
What can I do after I’ve completed the course? 

Throughout this course you’ll develop transferable skills, such as problem solving, communication and critical thinking skills, 

which will prepare you for further study or the world of work, regardless of the subjects or career you wish to pursue.  

A basic set of equipment is required in order to produce good quality work: 

 Set of tonal pencils HB-6B  

A good quality rubber and pencil sharpener 

 Optional but recommended: A good set of paintbrushes and a set of acrylic paints 

Student quote: “Art is great as it lets you learn lots of new skills and techniques such as clay and print making. It has given me the 
opportunity to develop my drawing and painting skills and challenge myself” Jamie Toms Year 9 

For more information see or email Miss Evans (c.evans.bch@osborne.coop)    AQA Art, craft and design  (8201/C) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Business GCSE 1 - 9 

mailto:d.brassett.bch@osborne.coop
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Business BTEC Level 1 and 2 
About the subject..  
Enterprise is an important part of the business sector and plays a significant role in the UK’s global economic status. The role 
of entrepreneurs is to help create wealth for the nation and its citizens through the creation of enterprises that innovate and 
grow the economy.  
The qualification enables learners to develop their transferable skills, such as researching, planning, making decisions and 
judgements, and financial literacy using realistic vocational contexts, and personal skills, such as creativity and innovation, time 
management, reviewing, communication and planning through a practical and skills-based approach to learning and 
assessment. 

 

About the subject..  

GCSE Business provides students with the opportunities to explore the development of small businesses and growing businesses.   
 

When studying how to start a business, students will work through the stages a new entrepreneur would need to go through to start 
their own business, including business planning, market research and marketing, the legal structures a business can take, finance, 
managing people and production methods. 
Students will then build on these themes and apply them to growing businesses. Students will explore how larger businesses operate 
and the differences between running a small business and owning or managing a growing business. The impact of globalisation and 
how it affects how businesses operate is a key theme throughout. 
Business themes are applied to real life context and case studies and there is the opportunity to explore how brands have built such 
success, along with understanding why some of the most successful businesses have failed at times. 

 

You should consider this subject if .. 

You are interested in the world of business and commerce.  You may be considering starting your own business one day or joining 
a successful organisation in the city of London, specialising in Insurance or money markets as an example. The skills developed in 
Business can be applied in many future courses or careers including becoming a ‘sole trader’ tradesperson, such as an electrician, 
plumber or moving into services such as hair dressing, beauty therapy, or personal training. This is an often-overlooked element of 
the course that offers the practical knowledge that will last a lifetime. 
Students’ quotes: “It is useful as it equips you with life skills .” “You learn many things about finance, types of ownership and job 
types. There are lots of different activities. You should take Business because it is fun and good for work in the future.”  

For more information see or email Mr Fisher (t.fisher.bch@osborne.coop )     Edexcel Business (1BSO) 

mailto:t.fisher.bch@osborne.coop
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You will acquire the knowledge that underpins an effective use of skills, such as the activities, skills and characteristics of 
enterprises and entrepreneurs, and the internal and external factors that can affect the success of an enterprise. 
You will development key skills that prove aptitude in planning an enterprise idea, including market research, planning, carrying 
out financial transactions, communication and problem solving. 
You look at attitudes and ways of working that are considered most important for enterprise, including monitoring, and 
reflecting on the performance of an enterprise idea and own use of skills. 

 

You should consider this subject if .. 
You want to acquire sector-specific applied knowledge and practices through vocational contexts by studying enterprises, 
entrepreneurs, customers, competitors, the external environment, business planning and presenting, marketing and finance as 
part of their Key Stage 4 learning. 

For more information see or email Mr Fisher (t.fisher.bch@osborne.coop )Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech 
Award in Enterprise 

 
 

 
 

WJEC Construction (DTC) 
 
About the subject 

 
This course has been designed to allow learners to develop the understanding and skills related to a range of job roles 

in construction. The units provide an overview of technical roles such as bricklayers, carpenters and electricians as 

well as professional roles such as site inspectors, project managers and architects and how they work together to 

completion construction projects.  

 

Computer science 
About the subject.. 
Computing is the science of how computers work and how they are constructed and 
put together. The course is divided into theory and practical elements. During the 
practical side of the course you will develop your logic and problem solving skills by 
learning how to write your own programs. The theory side of the course will give you 
a strong understanding of how computers actually work and draws on other areas of 
the curriculum such a maths, physics and engineering.  
How is Computing different to ICT? 
Consider a car. You can learn to drive it and it will make life easier. You can get from A 
to B quicker and get on with the other things you want to do. ICT is just that, it 
develops a skill set so you can “drive” your computer. 
You don’t care how it works as long as it helps you write a report or send an email. However, some people want to 
know how it works. They want to get under the bonnet and understand the basic principles. They might design better 
cars and invent new technologies for greener engines etc. This is the equivalent to studying Computing. 

 

You should consider this subject if .. 

You want to understand how computers actually work.   
You want to develop your problem solving skills and create your own computer programs 
You want to understand computer technology 
You already do some computer programming 

Student quote: “Whilst other subjects seem to lose their relevancy, Computer Science is becoming more and more 
relevant” Woodrow Brown 

For more information see or email – Mr Burton (c.burton.bch@osborne.coop )  OCR GCSE Computing (J275) 

mailto:t.fisher.bch@osborne.coop
mailto:c.burton.bch@osborne.coop
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Each unit has been designed so that knowledge, skills and understanding are developed through tasks that have many 

of the characteristics of real work in construction. Each unit has an applied purpose, which acts as a focus for the 

learning in the unit. This approach is called applied learning and enables learners to learn in such a way that they 

develop:  

 

• SKILLS REQUIRED FOR INDEPENDENT LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT  

• A RANGE OF GENERIC AND TRANSFERABLE SKILLS  

•  THE ABILITY TO SOLVE PROBLEMS  

• THE SKILLS OF PROJECT-BASED RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND PRESENTATION  

• THE FUNDAMENTAL ABILITY TO WORK ALONGSIDE OTHER PROFESSIONALS.  

 

This subject will allow you to develop your understanding and skills related to a range of job roles in the 
construction industry. It has large parts of practical work to complete and is a fun and exciting subject to develop 
during Y10/11.  
 
This subject is a good route for progression onto the Level 3 Construction course we offer at BCHS. This subject also 
links closely to the world of work and can be a good starting place to get you into a future career within an exciting 
industry. 
 

For more information see or email  Mr Gregory (C.Gregory.bch@osborne.coop)          WJEC Construction  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drama 

About the subject.. 
The Drama course offers a challenging and very exciting opportunity for those students who are 
interested in performance and producing drama. GCSE Drama offers students the opportunity to 
explore a practical art form in which ideas and meaning are communicated to an audience through 
choices of form, style and convention. Students will create, perform and respond to drama, 
informed by increasing theoretical knowledge so that they become adept at selecting the most 
effective means of expression. It covers aspects of improvisation and scripted performances and 

mailto:C.Gregory.bch@osborne.coop
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Film Studies 
About the subject… 
In Film Studies lessons, you will study the key elements of film form including 
cinematography, mise-en-scene, editing and sound, as well the contexts of your 
chosen films and what was happening when the film was made.  
 

provides students with the opportunity to learn about stage lighting, sound, costume and design. Drama is an exciting, 
creative and challenging course which encourages them to develop as an independent learner with analytical awareness 
and critical, reflective thinking skills which can be transferred into the workplace.  

 
 
How is the course assessed?  
 
Students are assessed on three components:  
 
Component 1:  
Devising: Create and develop a devised performance. (15 marks) Create a 

portfolio covering the creating and developing process. (45 marks)  
This component is worth 40% of the GCSE.  
 
Component 2:  
Performance from Text: Students perform two key extracts from a text. (48 marks)  
The component is externally assessed. This component is worth 20% of the GCSE.  
 
Component 3:  
Theatre Makers in Practice: An exam assessing the following topics:  
Practical exploration and study of a performance text. Live theatre evaluation.  
This component is worth 40% of the GCSE.  
 

 

You should consider this subject if .. 
A GCSE in Drama can lead onto many A-Level courses, including Drama, Theatre Studies and Performing Arts. Many of 
our A-level students move onto Drama degree courses at university and Drama school. The confidence and 
communication skills developed are useful in a wide range of occupational areas such as careers in Education, Law, 
Catering and Hospitality, Retail Sales and Customer Services, Television, Film and Games Industry, Marketing, Sales 
and Advertising and Leisure, Sport and Tourism. 

 

For more information see or email  Mrs Purnell (j.purnell.bch@osborne.coop)   Edexcel Drama (8261) 

mailto:j.purnell.bch@osborne.coop
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Film Studies enables you to see the world in a completely different light and 
develop a wide range of transferable skills for further education, work and life 
such as: creative thinking, critical thinking, emotional intelligence, film analysis, 

communication, research skills, 
literacy and technical 
competencies (i.e. scriptwriting).  
 
Students of Film Studies are the students of the future, gaining the skills 
needed to develop healthy careers and great academic minds.  

You should consider this subject if… 

• You already have an appreciation for cinema, but want to unpack and 
explore film with an academic approach.  

• You already enjoy subjects like English, Drama, History, Art, Music, 
Drama etc. as you’ll be using similar skills as you would in those types 
of lessons. 

• You want to study a course which involves a practical and creative 
element, where you’ll write your own film script. 
 

Student quotes: 
‘I really like film because it's very fun and you get to analyse films in detail. The choice of films is varied and interesting. 
You also learn things that can be applied elsewhere.’ – Year 10 Student. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘I would recommend studying film 
because most people watch them and enjoy watching films for entertainment. But, you can also have lots of fun analysing 
films and looking deeper into their meaning.’ – Year 10 Student 
 
‘I love learning how to analyse and understand films in ways I never thought I could.’ – Year 11 Student. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information see or email Mrs J Purnell (j.purnell.bch@osborne.coop ) – Eduqas GCSE Film Studies 

Food and cookery  

About the subject. 
Not only does the subject foster a good knowledge of a ‘healthy diet’ but it also gives the students the knowledge to be 
discriminating consumers, a point that is gaining in importance every year.  Food and drink manufacturers are the vital link in 
the food supply chain. Next time you are out shopping, pause for a moment and think about how your favourite food and 
drink products got into your local supermarket. The course focusses on food choice, why people eat the food they eat and 
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food provenance, where food comes from. Nutrition is important to everyone; this course teaches about the different nutrient 
groups and why we need to eat a balanced diet. Finally, the course will teach about the main food commodities and how to 
cook using different ingredients, focussing on flavour, texture and appearance of dishes.  
Studying Food at year 10 and 11 is about:  
Understanding of food, its nutritional value, dietary choices and where food comes from. Also, it gives an insight into the food 
industry and the manufacturing process.  The course includes both practical and theory work.  
NCFE Level 2 Technical award in Food and Cookery is the ideal subject for anyone who is interested in or who has a passion 
for food.  
You should consider this subject if ...  
You are interested in learning about food, diet, nutrition and food provenance, we encourage you to join the course, which is 
tailored to suit all abilities.  You will be required to be disciplined, well organised and be able to plan your work. You will need 
to find recipes and bring in your own ingredients to practical lessons.  A passion and interest for food will be of benefit, you 
are encouraged to watch food related programmes and read relevant books, magazines and press articles.  
Student quote: “If you enjoy food then this is perfect for you. You are able to explore different types of food, cakes and 
pastry.  It gives you vital life skills that will enable you to cook a healthy meal confidently.  You do lots of practical lessons as 
well as theory lessons that let you understand what you are cooking.”  
 

For more information see or email –   Mrs Taylor (h.taylor.bchs@osborne.cooop) Food Preparation and 
Nutrition  

Geography 

About the subject.. 
Geography at BCHS is a subject that gives you the ability and knowledge to interpret the world around you. We aim to 
go on field trips to further support your development in the subject. As well as an optional 
trip to Swanage in Dorset to study coasts we sometimes offer the chance to go abroad. All 
GCSE Geography students have to complete two days of fieldwork so we go to Chelmsford 
to study urban environments and to Epping Forest to study river environments. Topics 
include ecosystems, coasts, rivers, hurricanes, cities, development and energy. Geographers 
are highly employable with many jobs requiring a direct knowledge of Geography such as 
property and surveying, environmental consultancy, conservation, town planning, market research, development 
work, logistics, youth and community work, education, energy, utilities and tourism. Many careers capitalising on the 
relevance of the many transferable skills that we teach, including banking, law, PR, consultancy, insurance, IT, 
health/social work and media. 

What are the lessons like? 
Geography lessons move fast and utilise a full range of resources. The information is always up-to-date and activities 
that you do during lessons are varied and interesting. We use lots of graphs, maps, data, digital resources and GIS, plus 
textbooks, magazine articles and video clips. 

You should consider this subject if .. 
The study of GCSE Geography can help you to develop a knowledge and understanding of current events from the local area to the 
global, investigate the earth and its peoples, study the features of the earth - such as mountains, rivers and seas - and how they were 
formed, develop a range of useful skills such as map reading, data collection, ICT and problem solving. Gain an understanding and 
appreciation of the cultures and backgrounds of people from all over the world. 
Student quotes: “If you are interested in the physical and human aspects of the world this is the best subject to take. You will enjoy 
some amazing trips where you will see the world from a new perspective” 

For more information see or email Mr Kingdom (j.kingdom.bch@osborne.coop) Edexcel A (1GAO) 

History 
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History GCSE includes studying the following topics: 

• Paper 1 Medicine in Britain (from 1250 to the present day); The British Trenches on The Western Front (1914-
1918) 

• Paper 2 Early Elizabethan England (1558-1588) and Super Power Relations and the Cold War (1941-1991)  

• Paper 3 Weimar and Nazi Germany (1918-1939).  

 
What are the lessons like? 
History lessons have pace, rigour, and challenge that help you develop your ability to understand a variety of sources of 
historical evidence and text. There is a strong emphasis on developing your ability to retain, recall, analyse and apply 
your knowledge through practice exam questions so that you have the skills and time management to make good 
progress, and achieve well in your GCSE. 

You should consider this subject if… 
You love finding out about the past.  You enjoy a challenge and are highly motivated. 

• History is interesting, allowing you to develop critical thinking skills, conduct investigations and how to apply 
your knowledge and understanding to assess how and why the past is interpreted in different ways.   

• Universities and employers like students that have studied history as it demonstrates that you have the skills 
that they want. Through history, you will learn how to handle evidence and make informed decisions; you will 
be able to see more than one point of view and what motivates people, their thoughts and feelings. You will 
examine a range of materials and develop your written and verbal communication vital for making arguments 
or presentations.  

• Importantly, you will develop the 21st century core competencies equipping you to deal with the fast-paced 
information overloaded world.   

• Lastly, employers appreciate someone who can sift through evidence to find the vital information and apply 
their knowledge in a coherent, well-organised format.  

• A GCSE in History will ensure you stand out above the rest. 
 

Student quote: “History is interesting,  I feel have been challenged, and supported so I do  my best!” 

For more information see or email Mr Chapman (d.chapman.bch@osborne.coop) and visit Edexcel History 
GCSE (2016) 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music 
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About the subject.. 
The course enables students to further develop their skills in their chosen instrument (including voice) and their academic 
musical education.  Students will study in greater depth their own instrument through coursework and music throughout 
history and across the world through theory.  The students are required to complete four pieces of coursework 
throughout the GCSE which included two performances and two compositions (60% of the GCSE grade) 
The performance aspect of the course (30%) includes,  

1. A solo performance on your chosen instrument or voice.  
2. An ensemble piece on the same or a different instrument. 

The composition aspect of the course (30%) includes 

1. Composing a piece in a style of your choice showing your knowledge of music and your own instrument. 
2. Composing a piece in a style chosen from a selection set by the exam board. 

The theory aspect of the course (40%) includes, 
One exam paper taken at the end of the year 11 year. Topics include: The concerto and how it changes through time, pop 
and rock music form 1950 – present day, rhythms of the world and film and video game music.  Questions will include 
history based questions on each style and listening based questions where students will be played pieces from the styles 
and asked to analysis the music. 

What are the lessons like? 

Lessons will be broken into separate coursework and theory lessons.  Coursework lessons centre around independent 
work as students have free choice on style, instrument and media used to create their compositions.  Theory lessons 
include collaborative learning and teacher lead learning first focusing on key terms and musical techniques before 
applying them to the topics. 

You should consider this subject if .. 
You have a good level of practical musical ability, having a grade on your instrument or voice is not necessary but a good 
understanding and ability to play (and or sing) on your instrument is vital for all aspects of the course.  The GCSE will help 
you improve your own musicianship and ability on your instrument as you progress through the course helping you 
become a better and more well-rounded musician.   
  
Music GCSE is a fantastic subject where students share their passion for their individual style and grow as musicians.  
Music GCSE helps students gain greater appreciation for both their own instrument and music in general as a vital 
component of history and culture throughout the world.  
  

For more information see or email Ms Bowerfield (e.bowerfield.bch@osborne.coop)    OCR GCSE 
Music 
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Physical Education G.C.S.E/BTEC 

About the subject.. 
The course enables students to further develop their skills in physical education and/or games activities.  Students will study 
in greater depth tactics and skills within each activity.  The students are required to learn evaluation skills, eventually being 
able to identify faults in performance and produce a plan of action to rectify the faults in their own 
and others’ performance. 
The theory element is split into two sections,  

1. The human body and movement in PA & sport. Including: applied anatomy & physiology, 
movement analysis, physical training and the use of data. 

2. Socio-cultural influences and wellbeing in PA & sport. Including: sports psychology, socio-
cultural influences, health, fitness and well-being. 

What are the lessons like? 
One of the lessons in a fortnight is practical and will focus on developing skills and tactics within 
game situations, as well as looking at the evaluation process.  The other lessons are theory sessions and will be classroom 
based. 

You should consider this subject if .. 
You have a good level of practical ability and have an interest in finding out more about fitness and how the body responds 
to exercise.  To get the higher grades students must have a very good level of practical ability (school team standard) in at 
least two or more practical areas. Students must have participated regularly in Key Stage 3 PE lessons. 
Student quote: “It is good fun with nice teachers and an opportunity to get on with your friends.  Good level of sport and 
theory, but, you are pushed to achieve your best.” 

 

For more information see or email Mr Mitchell (w.mitchell.bch@osborne.coop)    AQA GCSE PE 
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Psychology  

About the subject… 
Psychology applies the principles of science (development of theories and use of evidence to provide 
explanations) to describe, understand and make sense of a wide variety of human behaviours. You will 
learn that different explanations of behaviour take on different approaches and will consider the age-old 
debate of nature versus nurture; is it our genetics and biological processes that cause behaviour or are 
we a product of our environment and do processes such a learning affect our behaviour. As a student 
you will engage practically in the process of research, conducting your own psychological investigations 
in order to learn about the process and the difficulties that researchers face. 

Paper 1 

• Memory – a look at how our memory is constructed and 
our two major types of memory. A detailed examination 
of factors that may affect our recall of events such as 
false memories, inference and context. Plus a look at 
how culture and society can affect our recall of 
memories through the theory of reconstructive memory. 

• Perception – consider how we perceive images within 
our visual field and why we see things we way we do 
with the help of cues and constancies. An examination of 
visual illusions and why these can change the way we 
would ordinarily perceive the world. Theories of 
perception looking at how nature and nurture influence 
our view of things around us. Finally consider factors that 
may impact our perception of events such as culture, 
experience, motvation and expectation. 

• Development – we look at how babies develop language, 
social skills and cognition. We consider how learning 
styles help learning and why we may need to consider 
alternatives. We consider how mindset affects learning 
of children. 

• Research Methods – a closer look at how research is 
constructed, methods we can use to design and carry out 
research as well as how we can present our results in 
graphs and using maths. 

Paper 2 

• Social Influence – consider the effects of conformity, obedience, 
prosocial behaviour and crowd and collect behaviour on 
individuals and the factors that may increase the likelihood of 
seeing the behaviours. 

• Language, thought and communication – a look at how children 
develop their thought and language processes, consider other 
forms of communication that aren’t language i.e. eye contact, 
posture, as well as exploring if non-verbal communication is a 
product of nature or nurture. Finally consider how animals 
communicate and how this differs to humans. 

• Neuropsychology – consider the sturcture of our nervous 
system, neurons, synapses and brain and how this may impact 
our behaviour as well as how cogntive neuropsychology can 
help us understand potential illness and disabilities some may 
suffer. 

• Psychological Problems – a closer examination of mental health 
in society; incidence over time, how mental health affects the 
individual and society and why mental health can be hard to 
diagnose. Followed by an indepth look at depression and 
addiction; how each disorder is diagnosed, how each can be 
explained in terms of natured and nurtured aspects of 
behaviour plus how we can cosndier treating those with either 
disorder. 

You should consider this subject if… 
You enjoy science and the scientific process and would like to use it to explain a different element of the world around us. 
You are a critical thinker who can see strengths and weaknesses in different views, accepting that there may not be one right answer. 
You are able to express yourself clearly in your writing, with the ability to use challenging terminology. 
You are interested in maths and like to interpret the meaning from statistics. 
You are prepared to spend time learning in detail about fascinating but complex research and theories. Psychology is not an easy 
option! 
You want to begin studying the most popular A level in our Sixth Form subject at GCSE. 
Student quote: “I find it really interesting as you learn about things relevant to your own life. You need to be able to apply your 
knowledge thoroughly with lots of evaluation. Psychology is relevant, rewarding and interesting.” 

For more information see or email Miss Gosling (e.gosling.bch@osborne.coop) AQA (8182) 
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Sociology 
These are some of the questions that you will look at in GCSE Sociology:  

• Are all ‘hoodies’ hooligans? 

• Why are young black people eight times more likely to be stopped and searched than white people? 

• Why do girls do better at school than boys? 

• What is gang culture? 

• What does it mean to be poor in Britain today? 

 
Sociology studies how society works. It will help you to understand how individuals fit into a wider social network 
and encourage you to question beliefs about society which you may have previously taken for granted. 
Sociologists are interested in why society works in the way that it does and the extent to which our behaviour and 
opportunities can be shaped by our social class, age, gender and race.  
 
 

You should consider this subject if… 
Sociology is about your life and the world around you. It is a subject that you will have experience of and one that 
will help you understand many aspects of your future. You can bring your own life events and ideas into the 
classroom in a way you might not be able to with other subjects. It helps you understand that the society we are 
presented with is not always the true picture and it will help you understand who is trying to manipulate your ideas 
and why they are trying to do that. If you know this, you can make more informed choices about your lives and your 
future.  
There are many careers where a qualification in sociology is useful. For example, many sociologists go into social 
work – community projects, charity work, welfare advisors and other areas of social services. Other careers are civil 
service, prison officers, journalists, police and teaching. A qualification in sociology will provide you with many key 
skills, including logical thinking, planning, research and negotiation – all of which can be used in a variety of careers. 
Students’ Quotes:  
“This subject makes you rethink what you take for granted every day” 
 “Lessons are fun and you can relate what you learn to your own life or what you hear about in the news”  

For more information email (bchs@osborne.coop) 
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