
 

 

17th March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Urgent update 
 
I am sure you will already be aware that the government has moved the country into the 
‘delay’ stage of fighting coronavirus and has highlighted specific instructions for people 
who feel unwell with a fever or cough.   
 
As a school, we do not have any cases of coronavirus but we are following all the 
Department of Health advice and checking the daily updates.  
 
We have ensured regular cleaning is increased and we have updated pupils with details 
about the virus and precautions they should take, such as hand washing and maintaining 
physical distance from others as far as is possible. Our childrens’ health and well-being 
is our priority and while evidence suggests children are less vulnerable to this virus, it is 
still important to protect each other and prevent transmission to others. 
 
We ask staff and parents to follow the Public Health advice which is to self-isolate if you 
experience a high temperature and a continuous cough. The advice now is to also self-
isolate if you live with people who are experiencing these symptoms. Please ensure your 
child is kept at home if they display these symptoms and please notify us if this is the 
case.  We have also requested parents notify us if they feel their child is more vulnerable 
because of an underlying health condition. Such absences will be authorised by the 
school. 
 
While we do not have plans to fully close the school unless instructed by the government, 
we are already finding staff absence is making it difficult to run the full curriculum. We 
have therefore reached a point where partial closure needs to take place. In order to 
ensure quality teaching can take place, we have begun talking to pupils about on line 
learning, in case they are absent from school. We will also be creating recommended 
work plans for pupils to follow if they are unable to attend school. There will be a mixture 
of online work and book work. Our previous correspondence has outlined which 
programmes will be useful for your children and we have gathered information about 
pupil access to the internet. Year groups who are taking exams this year will be a focus 
for online support from staff if they are not able to attend school. All work summaries will 
be on our website. 
 
As we have reached a stage where partial closure is necessary, we have planned 
this for the rest of the week in a way which we hope causes minimal disruption to 
parents but also supports learning in the school. We hope this 24hour notice period will 
minimise disruption. Each day, the school will be closed to one year group only and we 
will alternate this on a daily basis for the rest of this week. The list of year groups who 
should not attend school on specific days is listed below and we will update you again 
on Friday when we have reviewed the situation. 
 



 

 

 Wednesday 18th March – Year 10 and 12 should stay at home and complete the 
work provided by their teachers and published on the website.  However, if a Year 
12 student is sitting either their Btec exams or a re-sit of Maths and/or English in 
the summer then they will be expected to attend lessons as their normal timetable 
dictates.   
Year 7, 8, 9, 11 and 13 should attend school as usual. 

 

 Thursday 19th March – Year 9 should not attend school. Instead, they should 
stay at home and complete the work provided by their teachers and published on 
the website. 
Year 7, 8, 10, 11, 12 and 13 should attend school as usual. 

 

 Friday 20th March – Year 8 should not attend school. Instead, they should stay 
at home and complete the work provided by their teachers and published on the 
website. 
Year 7, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 should attend school as usual. 

 
Pupils will be notified of this during afternoon sessions today. We request that parents 
do not text their children about this during the day as it will cause disruption to learning.  
 
It is possible that, if staff absence increases, we may move to a situation where every 
day could possibly have two year groups remain at home. We will know more by Friday 
and will update you accordingly. 
 
In the event of forced closure by Public Health England, we would do the following: 
 

 Notify all parents via email  & website 

 Publish information on the school website, facebook and Twitter page. 

 Publish school work on the website and via email to both pupils and parents. 

 Year 11 students would additionally be notified directly via email and be 
supported with a variety of revision tasks as well as online learning. 

 
Please contact your GP or 111 if you have any health concerns as we are not qualified 
to give health advice. We would say, if unsure, remain at home until you have sought 
advice. We would also recommend anyone with underlying health conditions also remain 
at home.  
 
We are seeking advice about how to continue catering for free school meal pupils and 
will update relevant parents as soon as we have further information. 
 
We have also suspended all our lettings in the school. 
 
 
  



 

 

We thank you for your continued support during this stressful time. We will notify you 
shortly of any school events, such as parent evenings, which we plan to cancel. I can 
confirm all sporting fixtures, school clubs and interventions after school have been 
cancelled at this point. Therefore the late bus will no longer run. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 

Miss M. Ryan 

Headteacher 
 

 


