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Osborne Co-operative Academy Trust is a multi-academy trust (MAT) incorporated around the principles and 

values of the international co-operative movement. These are Equality, Equity, Democracy, Self-help, Self-

Responsibility and Solidarity. As well as this, we aim to promote Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural growth in a 

wide-ranging and thoughtful way by ensuring that the ethical values of openness, honesty, social responsibility 

and caring for others are integral; these values and principles underpin all our actions.    

   

Brentwood County High School believes that collective worship both supports and strengthens what we aim to 

do in every aspect of school life. Collective Worship Collective worship at Brentwood County High School is an 

activity in which all students participate and gain from, regardless of personal commitment or life-stance. It is 

viewed as part of the whole school curriculum, and as such provides an intentional learning experience and a 

focus/launching pad for what goes on elsewhere in the school. Current legislation places collective worship within 

an educational framework and we aim to foster in a broad and balanced way, educational gains through good 

assembly and tutor practice. Our caring ethos and the values we place on the development of the whole child; 

spiritually, morally, socially, culturally, and intellectually is reflected in our worship. It is a legal requirement that 

the school provides a daily act of collective worship for all pupils. The regulations are set out in The Education 

Act 1944 as amended by The Education Reform Act 1988.    

   

Aims   
   

The Act states that collective worship organised by the school is to be “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian 

character”. For those acts that are broadly Christian, the main emphasis should be on the broad traditions of 

Christian belief. The Education Reform Act 1988: Religious Education and Collective Worship (para. 34)   

   

As such, our assemblies should:   

   

a. allow students the opportunity to consider differences;   

   

b. develop a group identity;   

   

c. provide the opportunity for reflection on common values;   

   

d. provide the opportunity to learn the appropriate behaviour for a large gathering, smaller tutor group 

and the chance to perform in front of others and respond appropriately;   

   

e. make apparent the leadership pattern of the school, and providing a context for members of the wider 

community to become involved in the school;   

   

f. allow students to become increasingly aware of themselves, as individuals, and of others within the 

school and wider community;   

   

g. allow students to gain, and grow in, understanding of the feelings of others;   

   

h. allow students to gain knowledge, and explore the use of language that others use to express 

themselves;   

   

i. deepen students’ sense of wonder of the world in which we live;   

   

j. allow students to respond freely to religious and/or spiritual stimulus;   

   

k. acknowledge diversity and difference;   

   

l. promote the co-operative and school values.   

   

We recognise that collective worship contributes to the religious education of all students, and therefore, aim to 

provide students with the opportunity to worship God and explore their own beliefs. Consideration is also given 
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to spiritual and moral issues, and students are actively encouraged to participate in and respond. These are 

achieved through the following strategies:-    

   

a. the use of elements associated with worship in the faith community;   

   

b. through fostering the senses/feeling from which worship arises;   

   

c. by exploring the 'Spirituality of life and experience' i.e. the essence and inner- realities of things.   

   

Through collective worship we also aim to provide a sense of occasion which will unite the school community as 

a school, Year Group, House or tutor group around a core of shared values, which have a religious, and in the 

main, Christian point of reference.   

   

Implementation    
   
As the layout and design of the school does not allow for assemblies involving groups larger than one Year Group 

at any one time, collective worship is delivered to students in 2 ways with a common theme running through any 

week.    

   

The first method is through our “Form Time Curriculum” which every form tutor uses across the school to ensure 

a consistent approach in delivery. Each Year Group has an age appropriate bespoke curriculum incorporating 

aspects of SMSC, Careers, PHSE, British Values and the “Theme of the Week”. Students record notes and 

thoughts/discussions in an exercise book.    

   

The second method of delivery is a weekly assembly. Assemblies are delivered on the following days:    

   

Monday   Year 7   

Tuesday   Year 11   

Wednesday   Year 9   

Thursday   Year 8   

Friday   Year 10   

   

   

Assemblies are usually held in the Main School Hall. At the start of the day, students go straight to their form 

room to register at 8.30 and are then led to the middle playground. They enter the hall in silence ready for the 

assembly at 8.40am.   

   

The Head of Year will ensure appropriate music is played on entry and that students enter in silence.    

   

Assemblies are led by the Senior Management Team, the Head of Year and other voluntary staff. Effective use is 

also made of outside speakers who bring another dimension to assemblies. The assembly should be delivered 

using the theme for the week as a focus and be linked to the Form Time Curriculum PowerPoint. Times for 

reflection should be encouraged during the assembly for students to respond in a private and personal way.   

      

Monitoring, evaluating and review    
   

The school will review and assess its implementation and effectiveness every 3 years. Monitoring of assemblies 

will be a regular activity carried out by Year Leaders and link SLT members. They will provide feedback to the 

Senior Leadership Team. The Form Time Curriculum day will be monitored through the regular form time drop 

ins by Year leaders and SLT. Feedback will be gathered through student voice mechanisms such as student 

parliament and assembly exit cards.   
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Arrangements for student withdrawal - The Schools Standards and Framework Act (1998).    
   

We at Brentwood County High School recognise said right and arrangements for pupils whose parents have 

expressed the right of withdrawal from school collective worship is organised by the Head of Year. We do 

however, have a strong tradition of being fully inclusive, and whilst we respect parental wishes, encourage 

discussion of concerns regarding collective worship to avoid pupils feeling excluded.   

   

Roles and responsibilities   
   

It is the overall responsibility of the Head Teacher to ensure acts of collective worship are effective, fit for purpose 

and conducted according to school policy.   

   

It is the responsibility of the Assistant Headteacher (Curriculum) to plan the Form Time Curriculum Programme 

and Assembly rota for the school year.   

   

It is the responsibility of the Assistant Headteacher (Pastoral) to ensure that there is a Standard Operating 

Procedure for Assemblies and that it is adhered to by all form tutors of Heads of Year.   

   

It is the responsibility of the person conducting the assembly to ensure acts of collective worship and reflection 

are carried out and that the presentation is reflective of the assembly theme of the week. However, within the 

legal framework and theme suggestions, staff conducting collective worship are free to employ whatever format 

that is seen as appropriate. The use of music, drama, video, or visual aids may supplement the more traditional 

elements of talks, readings, hymns, and prayers. Imagination and careful preparation are essential if pupils are 

to broaden their horizons and be led to reflect on fundamental human issues.    

   

It is the responsibility of the form tutor, or staff member escorting a form group, to accompany and remain with 

the tutor group throughout collective worship to assist with supervision. In the event of collective worship over-

running into lesson time, which should not be a frequent occurrence, staff may leave whilst proceedings 

continue.    

   

Guest speakers are a frequent and integral part of collective worship at Brentwood County High School and, as 

such, should be treated with respect. It is the responsibility of the pupil to ensure that their behaviour, when in 

assembly, is respectful, considerate and beyond reproach.   

   

Dissemination   
   

The policy is shared with staff through the staff handbook. Parents are advised of school polices and 

have access to said documents via the schools’ website. In line with school policy, we endeavour to 

give all staff and pupils equal opportunities regardless of gender, race, ability, age, or social 

background.   

  


