
End of Term Newsletter 

Message from the trust: 
 
Margaret Ryan has decided that after 3 years of leading Brentwood County High School it is time for 
her to seek a new challenge. 
 
She is proud of the many achievements she has led during her headship. 
 
She is gratified to see the school successful, flourishing and increasing in popularity in the sixth 
form. 
 
Margaret recognises and appreciated the support she has received from staff, parents, parent gov-
ernors and trust and local community. 
 
Governors thanked Margaret for her dedicated service to the BCHS community and wished her well 
with whatever she chooses to do next. 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to wish each and every family a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.  Myself and the senior leadership team are hopeful that it will be a time for joy and celebration.  We would 
also like to thank you for your continued support throughout the last year which at times has been challenging.   
 
Please can I ask that you read the information below carefully in regard to the last day of term and when students 
return in January. 
 
Merry Christmas 
 
Ms P Rahman 
Acting Headteacher 

December 2021 



End of Term Newsletter 

Our last day of term, Friday, will be a half day and students are allowed to wear own clothes.  The day will be as follows: 
 
8.30 Registration 
9.00 Lesson 1 
9.50 Lesson 2 
10.40  Extended break 
11.20 Form time 
12.00 Dismissed from school 
 
Buses will depart the school site at 12.15 pm. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
We will be collecting food for the food bank everyday next week.  Please leave any donations at reception.  Suggested con-
tributions are: 
 
Year 7/8/9/10  Tinned goods (ie., baked beans, fish, soup) 
 
Year 11/6th form  Toiletries (ie., soap, toothpaste, etc) 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The DfE has published its expectations for schools regarding testing in January.   It is expected that all students are tested 
in school before starting the new school term.    
   
This means that on Wednesday 5th January 2022 students will only attend school to undertake an on-site Lateral Flow 
Test and will not remain on site following testing.   Students are not expected to wear school uniform on this day. 
   
8.30 am to 9.30 am                         Year 11, 12 and 13  
9.30 am to 10.00 am                       Year 9 and 10  
10.00 am to 10.30 am                    Year 7 and 8  
   
No classes will begin until all students have been tested on site, so students will only attend on the day for their 
test: lessons will not start until Thursday 6th January 2022.    
   
On their return students should still be prepared to wear face masks in school and on both dedicated school and public 
transport.   
   
Please note contract buses will not run until Thursday 6th January 2022.   
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In regard to the half-term consultation letter which was sent out last week, we have been asked by some parents for fur-
ther information on how this will effect the school day etc.  A further letter containing more information will be issued ear-
ly next week.  Hopefully this will answer many of the questions that have been raised. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Sixth Form 

A busy term for the Osborne Sixth Form at the BCH Campus. We were delighted to welcome over 160 
students into Year 12 and see our Year 13 students return in September. We have had a number of 
events so far this term with more planned for 2022. 
 
Our West Ham United Post 16 squad have had a successful start to the year with recent victories leav-
ing them top of the league table! We also had sporting success at the Brentwood Secondary Schools 
Swimming Gala with the senior boys team winning Gold. 
 
We have had groups of students representing us brilliantly at the Brentwood Climate Action Schools 
Conference at the Anglo European School and at the British Educational Suppliers Association in Lon-
don. Both amazing opportunities for those involved.  
 
There have also been excellent trips to North Wales for the Geography and Biology students, the Uni-
versity of Greenwich for our PE and Sport students and theatre trips for our English students. There is 
lots more to come in 2022! 

Mr Davies 
     



Psychology 

This has been an excellent term for Psychology students in the school. We are 

currently being visited by our third group of Year 9 students who are having a 

taster of what Psychology GCSE could offer them. Our new Year 10's have 

settled extremely well and have been busy exploring social influence and re-

search methods in their lessons. The classes even got to test out their skills as 

researchers by practicing sampling methods with skittles! Year 11 have contin-

ued to work extremely hard over the course of this year and after a tiring exams 

week got to have fun dissecting brains as part of their neuropsychology unit. 

Our new year 12 cohort have also been busy understanding core Psychology 

topics. During their approaches unit, they learned about the concept 'hierarchy 

of needs' and used cups to create their very own hierarchies with their own views on a human's basic 

needs in life. Year 13 have been getting to grips with their Biopsychology unit this term and used 

playdough to understand the different types of neurons as well as how neurons communicate via the 

synapse. The Psychology Department and I are extremely impressed with the efforts of each and every 

Psychology student this term and we hope you keep up your passion and enthusiasm! 

  

 



Speakers Trust 

Jack, Holly and Eunice visited Royal Museums Greenwich with Speakers Trust, who deliv-
ered a heritage event.  This event was developed to inspire students to create a speech 
which made 21st century connections to the Armada Portrait of Elizabeth I. 

 

All three of our students wrote fantastic speeches and delivered them in public. Jack, 

who was the main presenter stated, "The event was amazing." The celebration gave the 

students an insight to Elizabeth I.  Holly said, "It was such a great experience and inspir-

ing." It enhanced the students Cultural Capital.  The students had never visited the awe 

inspiring RMG.  Eunice stated "It was so good to be able to speak in front of people 

about something so interesting'.  

Ms Purnell 

https://www.rmg.co.uk/queens-house/attractions/armada-portrait-elizabeth-i


Awards / Celebration 

We have enjoyed celebrating pupils' achievements this half term, and have rewarded pupils in a varie-
ty of ways: 
 
Rewards assemblies 
This was a lovely way to celebrate pupils' achievements. The Heads of Year and Ms Emerson gave spe-
cial recognition to pupils who were going and beyond every day. Well done to all those in the assem-
blies, who received an award, there was so much to celebrate. 
 
Popcorn Party 
Twenty-five pupils from each year group were invited to a Christmas themed Popcorn Party to watch 
the film Elf. Pupils were selected from the highest achievement point, most improved progress, most 
improved attendance and 100% attendance data. This was thoroughly enjoyed by all the pupils and a 
very festive way to celebrate all the good things they do! 
 
Hot Chocolate with the Headteacher 
Five pupils from each year group were invited to the Headteachers' office to have hot chocolate to cel-
ebrate their progress and achievements. 
 
If pupils were not selected this time around, there is always next time! 
 
Ms Emerson. 



Mobile Phone expectations 

Mobile phones and airpods issues are increasing. The rules on mobile phones are as follows: 
 
 If a pupil is seen using their mobile phone or air pods in lesson time, they will be confiscated un-

til the end of the day. They should collect this from the member of staff before leaving for the 
school day. If a pupil is reluctant to hand the phone over, this could result in a session in the 
'Time Out' room, and On Call will assist with the removal of the phone. This will be logged on 
SIMS and a sanction will be set.  

 
 If a pupil is seen using a mobile phone during social time, the phone will be confiscated until the 

end of the day. HOY/ REN will follow up with a sanction and log on SIMS.  
 
If a pupil is seen using their mobile phone for a second time, the teacher will confiscate and put the 
phone into an envelope and it will be kept in the school safe in the main office. The phone will need to 
be collected by the parent from reception at the end of the school day, or until they are able to collect 
it. 
 
As ever we thank parents for their continued support to our behaviour expectations. 



Design & Technology 

As the year draws to a close, the DTC department would like to thank all the students for their excel-
lent work and dedication this term. Being back in the DTC workshops has been greatly appreciated and 
it has been wonderful to see pupils getting back to carrying our their practical tasks. Thank you to B&K 
for their site visits and Warley Primary school for allowing us to run two very successful workshops. 
See you all back in the workshops in 2022.   Merry Christmas.   

Mr Gregory 



 

We have been using the online learning platform Seneca Learning in school and they have just re-
leased a free parent monitoring platform. 

This lets you see how long your child has spent on their different subjects, their average score & num-
ber of questions answered. Here are some instructions for getting started: 

 Click here to create a parent account  (if you arrive at a login page, make sure to click on 
the 'Sign up' option) 

 Click 'See your child's scores' 

 Copy and share the unique link with your child (or you can use the e-mail or Whatsapp buttons) 

 Ask them to open the link on their phone or laptop (whatever device they typically use Seneca 
with) 

 Once they've successfully opened the link they'll see a linked confirmation  

 Refresh the page on your parent account to review their progress. 

If you have any issues, you can find a video guide here. 
 
To add a second or third child tap the "add another child" button - and repeat steps 3-6 above. 

Mr Fisher 

https://app.senecalearning.com/parent/monitoring/overview?utm_source=email&utm_medium=parent&utm_campaign=uk&utm_content=jack-ParentPlat-EmailToTeachers
http://help.senecalearning.com/en/articles/3990859-how-to-connect-my-parent-account-to-my-child-s-account


 

We are so incredibly proud of all our students!  Our Jack Petchey winners . . .  

Courtney has given of her time freely and generously in assisting with 
the creating of resources for guided reading groups for students in Year 
8 and 9 who need an extra boost in English; this has entailed her reading 
a range of books and creating activities which help to support the stu-
dents' vocabulary and comprehension. She has also taken the lead in 
our Year 7 Book Club for students who excel in English and are avid 
readers. Courtney has run these half hour sessions weekly and has been 
warmly received by the students. She has also set up and run our TEAMS 
page for the book club. Courtney has also assisted in Year 7 English les-
sons to support students who both struggle and excel in English.  

Dayo is an absolute joy to be around, a pleasure to teach and is one of 
the most well-mannered, outgoing, and happy pupils you will ever come 
across. He makes everyone happier and the sixth form a nicer place to 
be.  

Since starting Brentwood County High Reggie 
has become such a strong caring person 
and it's opened his world massively.  He recently 
spoke at an open evening in front of 200 people 
and he had everyone laughing.  



 


