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Stage 1:
The idea that the family work as 
a team to produce the necessary 
things needed to survive. They 
agree with the idea that this 
type of family was 
superseded(replaced) by the 
industrial revolution.

Michael Young and 
peter Willmott 
wrot a book called 
Ψ¢ƘŜ {ȅƳƳŜǘǊƛŎŀƭ 
CŀƳƛƭȅΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ 
examined the 
development of the 
family from the 
pre-industrial 
period to the 1970s 
as occuring through 
four stages:
Å The pre-

industrial family
Å The early 

industrial family
Å The symmetrical 

family
Å Family (the 

future?)

Stage 2:
This stage was an outcome of the industrial revolution. As 
family memebers increasingly became employed in 
factories the site of the family as a unit of production 
faded. According to Young and Willmott this 

encouraged families to create óinsuranceô by inviting 

relatives beyond the nuclear family into its network.

During these times there was a significant gulf between 
male and female family roles. This was evident in the 
distinctdivision of labourbetween husbands and wives in 
the household.Segregated conjugal rolesmeant men had 
very little involvement in domestic chores, raising the 
children and leisure activities.

Functionalism: The 
Symmetrical Family 
ςYoung & Willmott

Stage 3:
It is sometimes known 

as privatised nuclear family. In 

this type of family, the householf 

is run through joint conjugal 

roles. The symmetry comes 

from there being ómenôsô and 

ówomenôsô work ïeg. sharing 

decisions, chores, etc.

This idea of a family differs from 

the early industial family as the 

husband and wife have a 

relationship where it is more 

about companionship by sharing 

experiences inside and outside 

of the home.

Stage 4:
Young and Willmott predicted the rise of the Stage 4 
family whereby using theirΨtǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ {ǘǊŀǘƛŦƛŜŘ 
5ƛŦŦǳǎƛƻƴΩ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ(lifestyles of those who are at the top 
of the social ladder are gradually adopted by those at 
the bottom).
This implies that the fourth stage will be characterised by 
ΨǿƻǊƪ-ŎŜƴǘǊŜŘΩ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ 
home and wives looking after the home and the 
children.
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